August 15, 2012

Welcome to 6th Grade Math!

This year we will be doing many exciting activities in Math class.  One of the main expectations is that class is taken VERY seriously.  If you come to class unprepared (without supplies and homework) you are setting yourself back more than just a day.  A very important tool needed for class this year is a 3-Ring Binder with 5 dividers.  Another valuable tool will be the agenda.  The agenda will keep track of assignments and can be used for communication between school and parents.
One of the most difficult things to overcome as a math teacher is a student feeling they aren’t good at math.  The “I can’t do math!” or “I’ve never been good at math.” excuses are unacceptable from students or parents!  EVERYONE is good at math with the right instruction.  If you cannot help your student with math, feel free to come to my class and learn too.  If you don’t have time to come to class, there are TONS of math tutorials online.  Check out YouTube, Khan Academy, or Google the topic.  I am here to guide your child in their learning and this is what I love to do!  I love math and will do what I can to make sure your child likes math too.
We will be using technology this year while learning Math.  I’m looking forward to an exciting year!  I hope that you will give your best effort as we explore Math and prepare for your future.

Natalie.frasure@anderson.kyschools.us
Follow me on Twitter @MrsFrasure






It’s going to be a GREAT year,
Facebook “Mrs. Frasure’s Class”






Natalie Frasure
Please read through the Syllabus and Procedures and Expectations with your child.
Sign the HALF SLIP of paper and return to school.
6th Grade Math Syllabus – Mrs. Frasure

Course Description:
     Throughout the year, students will learn specific mathematics skills that will prepare them for the future.  Students encounter math in their everyday lives.  Sometimes we pass day to day not even realizing that we have used math skills.  The students will be productive community members, who can solve problems in a clear and concise manner.

     This year, all students will focus on new math common core standards covering number systems, equations and expressions, functions, geometry, and statistics.  Students will focus on extending their mathematical knowledge base by engaging in a variety of independent, pair, and small group activities.  Students will be taught using a variety of teaching methods.  These methods will be implemented to meet the various learning styles of the students.  By engaging students, learning is achieved and success is inevitable.  

     Parent involvement is encouraged.  For classroom updates, information, and links to helpful math sites please visit my webpage at http://acschools.net/NatalieFrasure.aspx.  All in class work and homework is designed to enhance student learning and ensure that students master the Common Core Standards.

Materials:







Grading System:
* 3-Ring Binder with 5 Dividers





Standards Based Grading System will be used.


PODS, Notes, Homework Test/Quizzes, MISC


(See Letter for MORE details)
* Plenty of pencils (NO PENS)





70% of grade from Assessment

* Basic Calculator (for home use only)




30% (15% each) from Classwork & Homework





* Pocket Folder








Textbooks:
     Accelerated Math students will be issued an individual textbook and worktext after lockers have been assigned.  Math students will be issued a workbook.  If a math student needs a book at home, parents can check out a book or use the Online Student Textbook.  Email for information about the online book.  In addition, students may be issued other materials as needed such as calculators, protractors, compasses, etc.  Any lost or damaged items must be replaced.

Agenda:
     All students are required to complete the following in their agenda:  Learning Target and Homework assignments.  These items will be on the board each day when students arrive in class.  The agenda also serves as communication between school and home.  Please discuss the importance of the agenda book and its use with your child.

Homework:
     Homework is designed so students can gain an independent understanding of the content learned.  It is meant to be individual practice.  However, others may help if needed.  Even though homework is practice, it will be mainly computation skills and a few word problems.  In order to master Learning Targets, students must practice!

Standards:
     In addition to the school-wide standards listed in the student handbook, 6th Grade Rules, and classroom procedures will be followed.  The following are the rewards and consequences for complying or not complying with expected standards.


REWARDS:





CONSEQUENCES:
     
1)  Smiles





6th Grade Teachers use a Strike System.
2)  Praise (Daily)




Teachers will put an “X” with their initials and

3)  High Five/Fist Bump



reason for strike in the student’s agenda book.

4)  Happy Note





1)  1st Strike = Reminder

5)  Happy Phone Call Home



2)  2nd Strike = Warning

6)  Treat





3)  3rd Strike = Call home, Lose Break

7)  Homework Pass




4)  4th Strike = Call Home, Lunch Isolation, Lose Break

8)  Individual Rewards of student interest  

5)  5th Strike = Call Home, Team Isolation, Lose Break

9)  Activity Pass




6)  6th Strike = Office Referral for In School Suspension
10)  The Wonderful Joy of SUCCESS!!!


(Strikes are weekly and for all teachers.)
*PLEASE NOTE THAT ANY EXCESSIVE DISRUPTION/DISRESPECTFUL BEHAVIOR WILL BE SENT DIRECTLY TO THE OFFICE!
