What Skills Help You Critique a
Literary Work?

Reading for Details
Characterization

Plot

Making Generalizations

Your Turn



Learning Objective:

We will critique the credibility of
characterization using details.

Teacher reads
Students read
P/s nv x2



Reading for Details

Sometimes the truth is in the details.




The Language of Literary Criticism

Here are some of the words and phrases critics use
when they critique characterization.

Students talk to you partner about another character from a story or
movie who is stereotypical.




Reading for Details

When you read fiction, it's important to

e read the whole
work carefully

e pay attention
to key details




Reading for Details: Characterization

As you read, look for details related to characters’

These will help us decide if a‘charaz:l;ei |s credible (or
believable)



Reading for Details: Characterization

Reading for details will help you critique the
credibility of characters in a story.

For example, you probably
wouldn’t believe in an
acrobat who

e was terribly afraid of
heights

OR

e used the wrong terms

to describe his wor
What are t%e Inds cﬁtahs about a character that we

look for when critiquing their credibility? p/s, nv X2




Reading for Details: Characterization

Ask yourself these questions:

e Do these details make the
characters seem believable?

e Has the writer provided
enough details to bring the _
characters to life on the
page”?

e Or do the characters seem
like flat cardboard figures~



Which is an example of a detail that would
help us critique the credibility of a
character who is a scientist?

A. He drives his car to work.
B. He uses the correct scientific

terminology when talking about
experiments. wb

How do you know? Ps/ nv x2



Importance

Why is it important to be able to critique the
credibility of characters?

eYou will have to be able to decide if
characters are credible when reading.

oIt will help you make better choices as a
consumer.

oIt will help you when you analyze what you
read in high school.

Now turn to your partner and tell them which reason is most important
to you. You can use on of my reasons or one of your own.
p/s - volunteers



Making Generalizations

Making generalizations as you read can help you
critique a story’s credibility. Ask yourself




When we look for details to critique
characters’ credibility we use them to make
generalizations.

A generalization is a conclusion drawn from
several examples or pieces of evidence.

Evidence Evidence Generalization

==

What is a generalization? P/S nv x2




What Skills Help You Critique a Literary Work?

RLULICH LI CCH Match each
Difficult challenges can become example with the
easy when you have friends to correct term.

support you.

Jamal blushes when her music
teacher praises her violin

playing.

In your own words, how did you Know? ps/nv x2



Why do we need to be able to assess
the credibility of characters?

Helps you make informed decisions
Decide if information source is reliable
Improve your reading comprehension

Turn to your partner and discuss why you think it is
important to identify credibility in characters.
You can use a reason of your own or one of my reasons.
PS Volunteers



Making Generalizations to Critique
Credibility

To make a generalization about a character

1. take evidence from the text
2.combine it with what you already know

3. come up with a broad statement that
illustrates a truth about what you‘ve read

4. Test your generalization for credibility by
comparing it to further details from the
text.




Making Generalizations

Making a generalization about a character.

I do:

Evidence

in text

My
Knowledge

How did I make my generalization?

Generalization

Ps, nv x2




Making Generalizations

Your generalization can help you test whether the
characters and plot are believable or realistic.
I do:

Do all the
details fit?

Generalization

How did I decide if my generalization was credible? Ps/ nv x2




Guided Practice

We do:

Evidence
in text

Making Generalizations

Making a generalization about a character.
All Summer in a Day page 30 (last paragraph)

My
Knowledge Generalization

How did we make our generalization? Ps, nv x2




Guided Practice
| Making Generalizations

Your generalization can help you test whether the
characters and plot are believable or realistic.
I do:

Do all the
details fit?

Generalization

How did we decide if our generalization was credible?

Ps/ nv x2

~d



Guided Practice

We/you do:
Evidence My
in text Knowledge

How did we make our generalization?

Making Generalizations

Making a generalization about a character.

Generalization

Ps, nv x2




Guided Practice
| Making Generalizations

Your generalization can help you test whether the

characters and plot are believable or realistic.
We/you do:

Do all the
details fit?

Generalization

How did we decide if our generalization was credible?

Ps/ nv x2

~d



Closure:

What do we look for, in the text, to help us
critique a character’s credibility? wb

What is a conclusion drawn from several
examples or pieces of evidence? Wb

What is something you learned today about
critiquing a character’s credibility?



Closure: Skill
What Skills Help You Critique a Literary Work?

Ouick Check

C

[End of Section]



Independent Practice

1. Re-read a passage in a favorite short story or
novel that contains important information
about a character or the plot. Identify details
that make the character or the plot event
seem credible or realistic.

2. Make a generalization about people or life
based on your knowledge and evidence from
a movie you‘ve seen. How does this
generalization help you critique the credibility
of the movie?






