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SUMMARY 

Angela DuPre was on her first day of work at Sky Trails Airline when a mystery plane appears out of thin air.  Angela goes to inspect the plane to find out why no passengers deplane and finds a plane full of babies with no adults present.  Thirteen years later the story starts with Jonah and Chip talking about Jonah being adopted.  Then Jonah starts receiving letters telling him he is one of the missing. Jonah and Chip find out Chip is adopted as well and in the process of rifling through Chip’s parent’s safe find a connection to the F.B.I.  
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Margaret Peterson Haddix grew up on a farm somewhere between Sabina, Ohio and Washington Court House, Ohio. She earned degrees in English/journalism, English/creative writing and history from Miami University in Ohio not Florida. Before she wrote her first book Ms. Haddix worked as a newspaper copy editor, a newspaper reporter, a community college instructor and a freelance writer. She has written more than 20 books and has been honored with the International Reading Association’s Children’s Book Award, the American Library Association Best Book, Quick Pick for Reluctant Young Adult Readers and more than a dozen state reader’s choice awards. She now lives in Columbus, Ohio with her husband Doug and their two children.
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CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS

Language Arts 
· An interesting and creative lesson that would incorporate the study of the Mystery genre and the reading of The Missing: Book 1 Found is available at the Read Write Think web site. The lesson requires students to take a closer look at story elements and the type of vocabulary that is found in stories of this genre.  The lesson provides the overview, student objectives, resources, materials preparation, instructions on each lesson/session, and student assessment/reflections.          
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/expository-escapade-detective-handbook-40.html 

6th Grade GLE 1, 4, & 10.
· 42 Explore is a pathfinder that provides a plethora of web sites and web quest that helps teachers and students explore the universe of the genre of Fantasy & Science Fiction. A multitude of lesson plan ideas awaits the curious teacher willing to dedicate a little time to surfing these sites.  http://www.42explore.com/fantscifi.htm 
6th Grade GLE 10. 7th Grade GLE 8.
· The main characters in The Missing: Book 1 Found   are forced to do some detective work at different points in the story. Therefore, an assignment that requires students to make a detective handbook would be useful for the characters in upcoming books written by Margaret Peterson Haddix. The detailed lay out for this lesson is available at this Read Write Think link.
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/expository-escapade-detective-handbook-40.html 

8th Grade GLE 2, 9, &15.
Drama/Language Arts

· A dramatic presentation on the themes and character development will be constructed and presented through a trial of certain characters by the students.  Students will be put into cooperative groups to work on the defense or prosecution of the chosen characters. The suggested work is Shakespeare’s The Tempest for this activity. However, the The Missing: Book 1 Found presents characters that have made decisions that have affected numerous families and teenagers therefore; this book would be a good literary work for this assignment. The lesson provides student objectives, instructional plan, preparation, and an outline of each of the eight class sessions.        
http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/literary-characters-trial-combining-799.html 

8th Grade GLE 2, 9, 35, & 38.
Science 

· A link to a page with an interactive game and suggestions for experiments with the time travel game are available at PBS Nova.  The link is titled “Einstein’s Big Idea” and information is provided about the historic flight that proved Einstein’s theory of relativity.     


PBS Nova

http://www.pbs.org/teachers/connect/resources/4073/preview/ 

· PBS has a link to a lesson plan titled “Time Travel to the Edge of the Universe and Back!” that is designed for high school students.  However, this lesson has extensions that provide adaptations that make it appropriate for middle school students as well.
Time Travel to the Edge of the Universe and Back!

http://www.pbs.org/teachers/connect/resources/2864/preview/ 

Math
· A brief lesson plan is available at PBS Nova regarding the Grandfather Paradox and measuring time. The lesson requires students to look at the typical life expectancy for males and females in the United States. Then students will write down his or her age and the age of family members and friends. Next the teacher will give further instructions on how to figure out the percentage of the life that has already been lived of each person on the timeline or list. More links to information about Tachyons and the Grandfather Paradox are available through this link as well.   

Time Travel 

http://www.pbs.org/teachers/connect/resources/4290/preview/ 


Source PBS Nova

GLE=Grade Level Expectations 
Source: Louisiana Department of Education

http://www.louisianaschools.net/lde/saa/1915.html 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. What takes place in the prologue of this book that is significant to the rest of the story?
2. Who is Anglea DuPre and how is she a key witness in putting the pieces together in the mystery of this story? In what chapter of the book does Angela talk to the three main characters and what information does she share with them?

3. Has Jonah always known he was adopted? What happens to make Chip believe he is also adopted? How does Jonah help Chip find out the truth?

4. Who is James Reardon? Why does Katherine take pictures of files in his office? Who is the man that seems to be an appearing and disappearing ghost in Mr. Reardon’s office?

How is his ghost like appearance and vanishing important later in the story?
5.  How are tachyons important to how the adopted children became part of the list? Where did they come from originally? Could they go back to the place they were born and lived originally?
6. What happens at the end of the story? What is an elucidator? What decision do the main characters make about being split up by the elucidator? Who is sent back in time and where are they sent to? What happens in that century of history that might need to be fixed by the characters in this book?  Do you think they can fix the problems?
WEB SITES
Read Write Think

http://www.readwritethink.org/ 
A web site full of wonderful lesson plan ideas complete with estimated lesson time, student objectives, and step by step activities for each lesson session. Also, this web site has links to technological interactive tools to help student’s complete activities and suggestions for assessments or links to rubrics, etc. The lessons are listed in grades bands of K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-12. 

PBS  Nova

http://www.pbs.org/teachers/connect/resources/4073/preview/ 

The “Einstein’s Big Idea” link found at the PBS Nova web site has an interactive game that teaches students about the aging process and traveling at the speed of light. The link also provides ideas for experiments with the “The Time Traveler” game.   
Time Travel to the Edge of the Universe and Back!

http://www.pbs.org/teachers/connect/resources/2864/preview/ 

The lesson plan provided on this link is for high school students but an extension for use with middle school students is included as well.  
NOVA Online - Time Travel
http://www.pbs.org/nova/time/ 
The PBS Nova web site provides links to Sagan on Time Travel, Traveling Through Time, Think Like Einstein, and Timespeak. The link to the Sagan Time Travel page gives an interesting text and audio glimpse of the views of worm holes and the nature of time by Pulitzer Prize winning author. The link to Timespeak provides scientific vocabulary and definitions related to time travel. 
Time Travel: Fact or Fiction?
http://math.ucr.edu/home/baez/physics/Relativity/GR/time_travel.html 

The science fiction use of time travel is addressed in this article as well as General Relativity, Grandfather Paradoxes, and Tachyons. The article also has another link to an article on Tachyons which would be strictly for the teacher’s edification because the level of science is much too high for middle school students.  

42 Explore

http://www.42explore.com/fantscifi.htm 

The 42 Explore pathfinder has a very large variety of web sites and web quests dedicated to Fantasy & Science Fiction.  A multitude of lesson plan ideas awaits the curious teacher willing to dedicate some time to surfing these sites. 
Time Travel 

http://www.pbs.org/teachers/connect/resources/4290/preview/ 

PBS Nova provides a introductory lesson for teachers to introduce the concept of the “Grandfather Paradox” and the measurement of time relating to a person’s life span. A listing of math standards is available at the bottom of the page at this link. 
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