


What is GATE?
“Gifted and Talented Education”

The term “gifted and talented” in general 
means a child or youth who performs at 
or shows the potential for performing at a 
remarkably high level of accomplishment 
in areas such as intellectual, creative, 
artistic, or leadership capacity……



All students have the right to experience 
education in such a way that complements their 

unique learning style. At the same time, 
instruction should respectfully challenge 

students to think in deeper & more complex 
ways, igniting and enhancing their innate abilities 

to communicate, collaborate, create and think 
critically.

~Ayodele Coker



Characteristics of Gifted Students

 Crave knowledge
 Good problem-solving abilities
 Advanced mathematical ideas
 Extensive vocabulary
 Sensitivity
 Compassion for others
 Become completely absorbed in a task
 Preference for older playmates
 Question everyone and everything
 Are intolerant of others who don’t “get it”
 Think outside of the box
 Do very well or very poorly in school

NOT EXCLUSIVE OF GIFTED STUDENTS



Is My Child Bright or Gifted???



Referral/Screening

 2nd Graders- Universally 
screened in October
 Parents may opt out, 

but permission to test is 
not required.

 3rd-6th Graders-
Screened by parent or 
teacher request in 
February
 Parents must agree to 

testing if request is 
made by teacher



How are Students Identified 
as being Gifted?
NNAT2-Naglieri 

Nonverbal Ability 
Test(2nd addition)
 Timed, adaptive, 

30-minute 
computerized test

 A non-verbal test 
of general 
intelligence



Identification…Continued!!
 2nd Grade-

 Scores of 92% or above on the 
NNAT2 identified as Gifted

 Scores of 80-91.9% on the NNAT2 
require additional paper screening 
by teacher and parent to produce 
a score of 12 or more points on the 
Individual Assessment Profile (IAP)

 Scores of less than 80% on the 
NNAT2 are not identified

 3rd-6th Grade-
 Scores on the NNAT2 test are 

utilized as well as additional paper 
screening by the teacher and 
student to produce a score of 12 or 
more points on the Individual 
Assessment Profile (IAP)



Teaching Gifted Kids
in the Cluster Classroom 
 Students and teachers are collaborators in learning
Can pretest for current knowledge
 Use of core program to apply acceleration, depth, 

complexity, and novelty
 It DOES NOT consist of different content or standards



Eagle Canyon Gate Cluster 
Teachers

3rd Grade Mrs. Daly
4th Grade Mrs. Soto
5th Grade Mrs. Arrey
6th Grade Ms. Coker



 Creativity



Depth
 Language of the 

Discipline 

Details  

 Patterns

 Rules  

 Trends 

 Ethics 

 Big Ideas



Complexity
Across the Disciplines 

Changes over Time   

Multiple Perspectives 











The goal in planning for the gifted and talented 
learner is to challenge them academically, similar to 
how their low-achieving and at-grade level peers 
would be challenged.

Differentiating for all students is a vital part in seeing 
success across the playing field in classrooms.

Allow students to take ownership over their learning 
so that they make personal connections that will 
likely spread to others and contribute to their college 
and career readiness and success. 

There’s no telling what will come of our gifted and 
talented students when critical thinking and 
creativity take their full course.



GATE Budget
 A small allocation of about $43 dollars per student 

is given to each site plus a base allocation of 
1,000. So, our budget for the year is about $2,400.



Enrichment GATE 
Activities/Events
Odyssey of the Mind 
 Science Fair Projects
 Spelling Bee
Classroom Technology
After school GATE Enrichment
 1-2 times per month on Wednesday  

starting date TBD

 Field Trip TBD



Questions?


