
6F: The Titanic 
Collection

Unit Essay



Day 1
Research

Research: Students will select their essay research topic from two options 
(argumentative or informative), and then identify credible sources and collect 

relevant information from those sources.



Essay Prompts



Calendar





Which research option will 
you pick?

Click here to make your choice in 

Amplify.

Drag this circle to 
show your choice

https://apps.learning.amplify.com/curriculum/#/unit/ff808081661a10c8016630023c013e57_national:2020-2021/cardstack/ff808081661a10c80166300302a37115_national/ff808081661a10c801663002fecf70c8_national/ff808081661a10c801663002ff0870cc_national?cardKey=ff808081661a10c80166300302b17116_national


Planning Your Essay

Argumentative:
Option 1:

-Pick two 
people/events that are at 
fault
Option 2:

-Pick one 
person/event and give 
two reasons why (a 
paragraph about each)

Informative:
Possible body paragraph 
topics (or combine some)

-The orphans’ life 
before they boarded the 
Titanic

-What happened to 
them while on board

-What happened to 
them after they were rescued

-How they were 
identified



How do I cite it? Link to Amplify Titanic 

Collection

In the Amplify collection, copy and paste 
all of this information (or screenshot it)

If you are using a website, see if you can 
find a way to easily cite it. If not, you’ll 

have to investigate and find all necessary 
information.

https://apps.learning.amplify.com/curriculum/#/unit/ff808081661a10c8016630023c013e57_national:2020-2021/cardstack/ff808081661a10c80166300302d47119_national/ff808081661a10c801663002fecf70c8_national/ff808081661a10c801663002ff0870cc_national?cardKey=ff808081661a10c80166300302e2711a_national
https://apps.learning.amplify.com/curriculum/#/unit/ff808081661a10c8016630023c013e57_national:2020-2021/cardstack/ff808081661a10c80166300302d47119_national/ff808081661a10c801663002fecf70c8_national/ff808081661a10c801663002ff0870cc_national?cardKey=ff808081661a10c80166300302e2711a_national


Step 1: select body paragraph topics

You have to come up with two topics for body paragraphs for 
your writing. Think about the evidence you found and quotes 
that you can use in your essay.

Possible ideas:

Argumentative - two people/groups who are to blame? Two 
reasons one person/group is to blame?

Informative - focus on the two Titanic orphans? What were 
their lives like before? How did they survive? What were their 
lives like after?

Use the graphic organizer provided to think through what points 
you want to use in your essay.



_______________________ 
responsible for the loss 

of life on the Titanic.

Body #1 (cause) Body #2 (cause)

Evidence #1a:

Source:

Evidence #1b:

Source:

Evidence #2a:

Evidence #2b:

Source:

Source:



The Titanic Orphans 
were ________________ 

and __________________.

Body #1 Body #2

Source:

Source:

Source:

Source:





Start Your Research! Link to Amplify Titanic 

Collection
Body Paragraph #1

Idea (ie Lifeboats) Quote Source

https://apps.learning.amplify.com/curriculum/#/unit/ff808081661a10c8016630023c013e57_national:2020-2021/cardstack/ff808081661a10c80166300302d47119_national/ff808081661a10c801663002fecf70c8_national/ff808081661a10c801663002ff0870cc_national?cardKey=ff808081661a10c80166300302e2711a_national
https://apps.learning.amplify.com/curriculum/#/unit/ff808081661a10c8016630023c013e57_national:2020-2021/cardstack/ff808081661a10c80166300302d47119_national/ff808081661a10c801663002fecf70c8_national/ff808081661a10c801663002ff0870cc_national?cardKey=ff808081661a10c80166300302e2711a_national


Start Your Research! Link to Amplify Titanic 

Collection
Body Paragraph #2

Idea (ie Lifeboats) Quote Source

https://apps.learning.amplify.com/curriculum/#/unit/ff808081661a10c8016630023c013e57_national:2020-2021/cardstack/ff808081661a10c80166300302d47119_national/ff808081661a10c801663002fecf70c8_national/ff808081661a10c801663002ff0870cc_national?cardKey=ff808081661a10c80166300302e2711a_national
https://apps.learning.amplify.com/curriculum/#/unit/ff808081661a10c8016630023c013e57_national:2020-2021/cardstack/ff808081661a10c80166300302d47119_national/ff808081661a10c801663002fecf70c8_national/ff808081661a10c801663002ff0870cc_national?cardKey=ff808081661a10c80166300302e2711a_national


Day 2
Make a claim and 

write a body paragraph

Skill Practice: Students will analyze a sample essay and identify 
where the writer describes and explains evidence and makes 

transitions between paragraphs.
Writing: Students will write a claim statement about their research 

topic and draft a body paragraph that uses textual evidence to 
support their claim.



Start with an activity in Amplify

Look at evidence and transitions in this activity in Amplify.

https://apps.learning.amplify.com/curriculum/#/unit/ff808081661a10c8016630023c013e57_national:2020-2021/cardstack/ff808081661a10c8016630030caf74dd_national/ff808081661a10c801663002fecf70c8_national/ff808081661a10c8016630030a7974ae_national?cardKey=ff808081661a10c8016630030cbd74de_national


Step 2: Write Body Paragraph #1

● Topic sentence

● Introduce

● Cite

● Explain

● Transition

● Introduce

● Cite

● Explain

● Summarize 

argument

Topic sentence

Introduce

Cite

Explain

Transition

Introduce

Cite

Explain
Summarize argument



Day 3
Write a body paragraph 

and an introduction

Skill Practice: Students will analyze the introduction to a 
sample essay and identify the lead, key background information, and claim.

Writing: Students will select and describe textual evidence to draft 
a second body paragraph and then write an introduction to their essay.



Write Body Paragraph #2
Pick up where you left off yesterday

● Topic sentence

● Introduce

● Cite

● Explain

● Transition

● Introduce

● Cite

● Explain

● Summarize 

argument

Topic sentence

Introduce

Cite

Explain

Transition

Introduce

Cite

Explain
Summarize argument



Write your Introduction

Look at a sample and complete this Amplify Activity

https://apps.learning.amplify.com/curriculum/#/unit/ff808081661a10c8016630023c013e57_national:2020-2021/cardstack/ff808081661a10c8016630031dac784e_national/ff808081661a10c801663002fecf70c8_national/ff808081661a10c801663003168a76d5_national?cardKey=ff808081661a10c8016630031dbc784f_national


Write Your Introduction
● Lead

● Background 

information

○ Introduce 

the general 

topic

● Claim

○ Combine 

the topic 

sentences 

from your 

body 

paragraphs

Lead
Background information
Claim



Day 4
Revise and write a conclusion

Revision: Students will review Spotlight examples of strong Use of Evidence, 

then revise their body paragraphs to add or describe evidence further to support 

their claims.

Writing: Students will review the Elements of a Conclusion and write a 

conclusion to their essay.



Write your Conclusion

Look at a sample and complete this Amplify Activity

https://apps.learning.amplify.com/curriculum/#/unit/ff808081661a10c8016630023c013e57_national:2020-2021/cardstack/ff808081661a10c8016630032eb37ad3_national/ff808081661a10c801663002fecf70c8_national/ff808081661a10c80166300326607955_national?cardKey=ff808081661a10c8016630032ec17ad4_national


Write your Conclusion



Write Your Conclusion
● Restate your 

claim

● Recap your 

main points

● Final thought 
○ (so what? What 

should the 

reader 

think/do/feel 

after reading?)



PUT IT IN A 
GOOGLE DOC!

Now that you have written all four paragraphs, you’ll need to go through and 
copy and paste all of your paragraphs (the slides with green backgrounds) into 

the google doc attached to this assignment 



Revise for CONTENT

Look at your body paragraphs. Are there:

● Any places where you could add more details?
● Any places where you could add more evidence?
● Any places you can clarify what you mean in your elaborations?
● Any places you need to add transitions between your thoughts?

Find TWO places to revise your body paragraphs for either clarification or to add 
additional evidence. Highlight those changes in yellow.



Day 5
Finishing and editing the conclusion

Fix citations

Open the Google Doc that you 
copied your essay into at the 

end of Day 4.

Writing: Students will edit their 
essays for clarity, cohesion, spelling, 

and punctuation.



Edit your Essay



Edit your Essay

If google underlines something in red or blue, FIX IT!



Edit your Essay: citations



Edit your Essay: citations



Day 6
Add a Works Cited Page

Open the Google Doc that you 
copied your essay into at the 

end of Day 4.

Revision: Students will revise their essays to include in-text 
citations for their sources.

Writing: Students will create a Works Cited page for their sources.

Speaking & Listening: Students will practice adapting their speech 
to the demands of a particular text, demonstrating a command of 

formal English.



Add a Works Cited Page

1. In your google doc, click at the 
bottom of the page, below the 
conclusion.

2. Click “Ctrl+Enter” to give yourself 
a page break (the cursor will 
jump to a new page)

3. Follow the directions on the right 
to set up a Works Cited Page



Add a Works Cited Page

Hot tip:
Google Docs has a 
citation builder built in. 
Ask Mrs. Wallace how to 
do it.



Finish it Up!

When your essay is finished, and it has 
four paragraphs and a works cited page, 
turn it in under the assignment that is 
called “6F Unit Essay”



Rubric

Your essay will be graded on the following criteria:

● Quality of evidence/credibility of sources

● Focus and logic for each paragraph

● Conventions

● Citations/Works Cited
○ Minimum two sources!



Think about the standards
GRADE YOURSELF! Drag the checkmarks over the box (meeting - cover the words) where you think you 

are.
Expanding Meeting Progressing Getting Started

Key Ideas & Details - Uses evidence to understand how different 

elements of text connect to one another in grade level texts.

Vocabulary - Uses strategies to figure out unknown words.

Grammar - Uses appropriate language conventions in speaking and 

writing.

Writing - Able to write for a variety of purposes independently using 

appropriate organizational structures and all steps of the writing 

process with teacher support.

Citations - Properly gives credit to sources to avoid plagiarism. 

Learning Habits - Completes assignments with attention to quality and 

timeliness and seeks assistance when necessary.

Name: 6F 

Unit Essay: The Titanic
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