
Day 1: 
Making a 
Claim and 
Gathering 
Evidence Lesson Objective

Reading: Students will gather and select 
evidence to identify the characteristics that 
most helped the investigative problem 
solvers in the unit texts.
Writing: Students will create a draft of their 
claim statement of which character trait 
most helped the investigators solve 
problems based on their analysis of their 
collected evidence.



What Makes a Good Investigator?
Drag the arrow to point to the trait that you 

think is most important.



Essay Prompt
People—like scientists, detectives, health workers—take many approaches to solving 

problems. They take bold and brave actions; they work methodically; they think 

carefully and logically; they collaborate with others; they try new approaches.

Based on the texts you have read, what stands out to you as one important 

characteristic to have as a problem solver or investigator?

Include two examples of individuals demonstrating this characteristic in your response.



Calendar



Elements



Format of Essay
Introduction

(introduce one important 

trait and TWO people who 

have that trait)

Body #1

Describe two/three 

examples of person #1 

showing that trait.

Body #2

Describe two/three 

examples of person #2 

showing that trait.

Conclusion

Wrap up why that trait is 

important for a problem 

solver



People to Consider | Traits 

to Consider● Dr. Walter Reed

● Dr. Aristides Agramonte

● Dr. James Carroll

● Dr. Jesse Lazear

● Dr. Carlos Finlay

● Hospital Corp. Volunteers

● Sherlock Holmes

● Healthcare Workers in Brazil

● Taking bold and brave 

actions

● Working methodically

● Thinking carefully or logically

● Collaborating with others

● Trying new approaches

● Other (type it here)



Brainstorm bold/brave methodical Think logically collaborate Tries new 
approaches

Other (type 
trait in)

Reed

Agramonte

Carroll

Lazear

Finlay

Hospital Corp. 
Volunteers

Sherlock 
Holmes

Healthcare 
Workers in 
Brazil

Directions: put an X or 

note in each box where 

you can think of that 

person having that trait. 

See which people and 

which traits you have 

overlapping. 

Remember: You need two 

or three examples of each 

trait for the two people 

you pick.



Make a Decision
Trait you will be writing about:

People you will be writing about: 1.

2.

Open the Amplify Library to find the texts you’ll need.
The Secret of the Yellow Death: A True Story of Medical Sleuthing by Suzanne Jurmain

“Yellow Fever Circles Brazil’s Huge Cities” [excerpt] The New York Times

“The Red-Headed League” from The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes by Sir Arthur Conan 

Doyle

“The Speckled Band” from The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

https://ereader.learning.amplify.com/#/reader/a33f5ce5-f7cc-4f2e-a69c-a4af2ed1b089
https://ereader.learning.amplify.com/#/reader/43bd17cc-4480-4bba-89af-f73e34dae03f
https://ereader.learning.amplify.com/#/reader/ecec55bb-289b-4620-a794-cfc93823a5c8
https://ereader.learning.amplify.com/#/reader/ecec55bb-289b-4620-a794-cfc93823a5c8


Trait:Person: Person:

Example 2:

Quote:

Example 1:

Quote:

Example 2:

Quote:

Example 1:

Quote:



Make a Claim

One important characteristic for a successful problem solver is ________. One 

investigator/problem solver who possesses this trait is _________ because ______. 

Another investigator/problem solver who possesses this trait is ________ because 

______.

Fill in the blanks of the claim statement above.



Find Evidence For Body #1

Person:

Trait:

Text: 

Quote Source  (include chapter if 

applicable, and paragraph #)

Explain



Find Evidence For Body #2

Person:

Trait:

Text: 

Quote Source  (include chapter if 

applicable, and paragraph #)

Explain



Wrap Up
Drag the red circle to show how you feel at the end of today



Day 2: 
Writing Body 
Paragraphs

Lesson Objective
Skill Practice: Students will identify 
sentences that explain and describe 
evidence in a sample essay.
Writing: Students will draft the body 
paragraphs of their essays, focusing on 
describing and explaining each piece of 
textual evidence.



Calendar/Elements/Prompt
Based on the texts you have 

read, what stands out to 

you as one important 

characteristic to have as a 

problem solver or 

investigator?



Sample Essay

Open Amplify and do the activities on card 1 and card 2 to 

review a sample essay and see what your expectations are 

for the body paragraphs.

https://learning.amplify.com/curriculum/#/unit/ff80808166a293760166b0eaa1852a17_national:2021-2022/cardstack/ff80808168e84abb0168e8e3047502e4_national/ff80808166a293760166b0ebd2847779_national/ff80808168e84abb0168e8a42bfd013d_national?cardKey=ff80808168e84abb0168e8e4132102f4_national


Write your First body paragraph
Topic sentence

Introduce

Cite
Explain

Transition

Introduce

Cite

Explain

Summarize argument

Person:

Trait:

Text: 

Refer to your evidence on slide 10

● Topic sentence

● Introduce

● Cite

● Explain

● Transition

● Introduce

● Cite

● Explain

● Summarize 

argument



Write your Second body paragraph
Topic sentence

Introduce

Cite
Explain

Transition

Introduce

Cite

Explain

Summarize argument

Person:

Trait:

Text: 

Refer to your evidence on slide 11

● Topic sentence

● Introduce

● Cite

● Explain

● Transition

● Introduce

● Cite

● Explain

● Summarize 

argument



Wrap Up
Drag the red circle to show how you feel at the end of today



Day 3: Essay 
Flex Day

Lesson Objective
Writing: Students will continue to work on 
their essays with teacher support based on 
students’ individual needs.



Calendar/Elements/Prompt
Based on the texts you have 

read, what stands out to 

you as one important 

characteristic to have as a 

problem solver or 

investigator?



Status Update

Open Amplify and do the status update to check where you 

are in your progress. If you need a teacher conference, be 

sure to let Mrs. Wallace know!

https://learning.amplify.com/curriculum/#/unit/ff80808166a293760166b0eaa1852a17_national:2021-2022/cardstack/ff80808168e84abb0168edbc37b20e28_national/ff80808166a293760166b0ebd2847779_national/ff80808168e84abb0168ed9defbc0c60_national?cardKey=ff80808168e84abb0168edbc37bc0e29_national


Work Session A: Review Body Paragraphs
1. Reread your writing from the last lesson and decide what you will do to 

continue to develop your evidence (slides 17 and 18).

2. Here are the elements that should be in each body paragraph:

● Description of the key parts of your evidence (Introduce)

● Specific textual evidence that supports the claim/argument (Cite)

● Clear explanation of how this evidence supports the claim/argument 

(Explain)

As you write, think about the connection between your claim, reasons, and 

evidence, and use language that will help your reader understand those 

connections.



Work Session B: Review Claim Statement

Reread your claim statement (slide 12). Does it still make 

sense after you’ve written your body paragraphs? Did 
you go in a different direction? Tweak your claim 

statement as needed.



Wrap Up
Drag the red circle to show how you feel at the end of today



Day 4: 
Revising and 
Writing an 
Introduction

Lesson Objective
Revision: Students will revise their body 
paragraphs by adding evidence or developing 
their evidence further.
Writing: Students will write introductions 
that contain strong leads to draw in the 
reader and frame their examination of the 
topic.



Calendar/Elements/Prompt
Based on the texts you have 

read, what stands out to 

you as one important 

characteristic to have as a 

problem solver or 

investigator?



Sample Essay

1. Open Amplify and do the activity involving reading the 

sample essay and revisions.

1. Look at your body paragraphs and see if you need to add 

any other elaborations or tweak your body paragraphs.

https://learning.amplify.com/curriculum/#/unit/ff80808166a293760166b0eaa1852a17_national:2021-2022/cardstack/ff80808168e84abb0168f20dc0c016d7_national/ff80808166a293760166b0ebd2847779_national/ff80808168e84abb0168f1e70e9b154c_national?cardKey=ff80808168e84abb0168f21158af17a8_national


Practice Writing a Lead
You will write three leads - one of each kind - to practice writing them.

Ask a Question

Quotes the Text

Includes a fun detail from the 
text

After writing three leads, pick the one that is your favorite for your writing.



Gather information for your introductory paragraph
When you write an introductory paragraph, you need to include certain information so your reader knows 

what you are talking about. Note: if you use two different texts, you need to do this for BOTH of them.

Find the information below and fill in the tables:

Title of book (italicize)

Author

Short synopsis (think Netflix)

Title of book (italicize)

Author

Short synopsis (think Netflix)



Put it all together:

Write the Introduction

Start with your lead (slide 29).

Then include the background information (slide 30)

Finish with your claim statement (slide 12).

Lead

Background Information

Claim

● Lead

● Background 

Information
○ Include the 

titles and 

authors in the 

paragraph

● Claim



Wrap Up
Drag the red circle to show how you feel at the end of today



Day 5: 
Concluding 
and Polishing 
the Essay

Lesson Objective
Writing: Students will draft a conclusion for 
their essay.
Revision: Students will edit their essays for 
sentence flow, essay completeness, 
grammar, spelling, punctuation, and 
citations.



Calendar/Elements/Prompt
Based on the texts you have 

read, what stands out to 

you as one important 

characteristic to have as a 

problem solver or 

investigator?



Sample Essay: Conclusion

1. Open Amplify and do the activity involving reading the 

sample essay and conclusion.

1. Do the activities on card 2 as well.

https://learning.amplify.com/curriculum/#/unit/ff80808166a293760166b0eaa1852a17_national:2021-2022/cardstack/ff80808168e84abb0168fe443d63258b_national/ff80808166a293760166b0ebd2847779_national/ff80808168e84abb0168fe203c8b248c_national?cardKey=ff80808168e84abb0168fe491625259b_national


Wrap It All Up: Write the Conclusion

Paraphrase your claim

Final thought for the reader to take away

● Paraphrase your 

claim

● Final thought 

for the reader 

to take away



STOP:

1. Open the Google Doc “6B Unit Essay” in the 
Classroom assignment

2. Copy and paste your paragraphs into a Google Doc

a. First, copy your introduction (slide 32)

b. Then, copy your body paragraphs (slides 18, 19)

c. Then, copy your conclusion (slide 37)

3. Make sure you have four separate paragraphs, each 

indented on the first line.

4. Proceed through the rest of the slide for the 

editing/revision process



Sample Essay: Transitions

1. Open Amplify and do the activity involving reading the 

sample essay and looking at transitions.

1. Look back at your body paragraphs and add in transitions 

if needed. 

https://learning.amplify.com/curriculum/#/unit/ff80808166a293760166b0eaa1852a17_national:2021-2022/cardstack/ff80808168e84abb0168fe59590025e5_national/ff80808166a293760166b0ebd2847779_national/ff80808168e84abb0168fe203c8b248c_national?cardKey=ff80808168e84abb0168fe5c7677260f_national


Update your Citations!
1. For all Sherlock Holmes quotes, add Doyle:

a. (Doyle, 2, 185).

b. (Doyle, Red-headed League, 185)

i. If you use chapter title instead of number

2. For all Yellow Fever quotes, add Jurmain

a. (Jurmain, 7, 24).

b. (Jurmain, Plans, 24)

i. If you use chapter title instead of number



CHECK THE ORDER OF YOUR GUys!
1. Introduction

a. Make sure your claim order matches your background info order

2. Body paragraphs

a. Make sure your body paragraphs match the order of your 

introduction

3. Conclusion

a. Make sure your paraphrased claim keeps the same order for your 

guys



Revise: Read Aloud
Read your essay aloud to listen for how sentences work and flow for 

your reader:

1. Is it clear how each sentence follows from the sentence before it? 

Rewrite sentences in order to make that connection obvious to the 

reader.

2. Does your writing sound like a written essay or do you have any 

words and phrases that sound out of place in a school essay?



Revise: Direct Quotes



Revise: Direct Quotes - Examples



Rules for Editing
1. Indent the first sentence of each paragraph.

2. Capitalize the first letter of every sentence.

3. Make sure every sentence ends with a period, a question mark, or an exclamation 

point.

4. Review your spelling, particularly commonly misspelled words. If there is a word you 

aren’t sure how to spell, look it up.
5. Check that direct quotes are cited according to the Guidelines for Citing and 

Punctuating a Direct Quote.

This is a great step to have someone else do as well. 

Find a peer, parent, or teacher to help out if you can!



Think about the rubric

Your essay will be graded on the following criteria:

- Use of evidence (selecting, describing, explaining)

- Focus and logical structure (introduction)

- Focus and logical structure (body)

- Conventions (spelling, grammar, punctuation)

This is a great step to have someone else do as well. 

Find a peer, parent, or teacher to help out if you can!



Think about the rubric
I didn’t use any quotes in 
my essay _____________________________

I made sure to introduce, cite, 
and explain three or more 

quotes.

My introduction is 

confusing for the reader. _____________________________

My introduction included a lead, 

background information, and 

claim.

My body paragraph is hard 

for the reader to follow. _____________________________

My body paragraph has a topic, 

examples, and transitions 

between each point.

My conclusion is not a 

separate paragraph.

_____________________________ My concussion has a variation of 

my claim and gives the readers 

something to think about.

Errors in punctuation and 

grammar are distracting to 

my readers.

_____________________________

I corrected all errors in my 

writing, and I had someone else 

edit my work as well.



Think about the standards
GRADE YOURSELF! Drag the checkmarks over the box (meeting - cover the words) where you think you 

are.
Expanding Meeting Progressing Getting Started

Key Ideas & Details - Uses evidence to understand how different 

elements of text connect to one another in grade level texts.

Vocabulary - Uses strategies to figure out unknown words.

Grammar - Uses appropriate language conventions in speaking and 

writing.

Writing - Able to write for a variety of purposes independently using 

appropriate organizational structures and all steps of the writing 

process with teacher support.

Citations - Properly gives credit to sources to avoid plagiarism. 

Learning Habits - Completes assignments with attention to quality and 

timeliness and seeks assistance when necessary.



Wrap Up

Open Amplify and answer the questions.

https://learning.amplify.com/curriculum/#/unit/ff80808166a293760166b0eaa1852a17_national:2021-2022/cardstack/ff80808168e84abb0168fe73ef8c2690_national/ff80808166a293760166b0ebd2847779_national/ff80808168e84abb0168fe203c8b248c_national?cardKey=ff80808168e84abb0168fe7555e826a0_national


Turn your essay in:

Open the “6B Unit Essay” assignment.
Make sure it has this slide deck and your 

document attached.

Turn it in.


