Project 2:
Shakespeare’s Poems & Plays
Through research, answer the following questions:

1. Find references to biblical stories in Shakespearean plays we will be studying.
2. Why might Shakespeare use scriptural references more than his contemporaries?
3. Given Henry Chettle’s apology, what effect might Greene’s criticism have had on 
Shakespeare’s career?

4. Why would a creative genius like Shakespeare plagiarize other sources?
5. Give an example of two of today’s reworked popular songs or themes.
6. Why would a successful playwright such as Greene bother to criticize a relative newcomer like Shakespeare whom Greene considered inferior?

7. How would someone like Philip Henslowe actually help bankroll an aspring acting troupe?  Why would Henslowe want to do this?
Research Project:  Choose One

In an essay:  12 pt. font, times new roman, double spaced, MLA or APA documentation style, two pages or more.  Include a works cited page.  A cover page is not necessary.  It may include pictures (proper documentation is required and essay will exceed two page minimum).
Other format:  bring your idea to the instructor for approval—a written explanation/description or project will be required.

A. Explore the development of one of Shakespeare’s narrative poems.   Consider sources, influences, and popular themes to suggest a theory as to how or why Shakespeare might have written it.
B. Compare a Shakespeare play with a similar one by a contemporary, for example, Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice with Christopher Marlowe’s The Jew of Malta.  Discuss was in which the works are similar and different, and examine reasons why.
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