
Program Overview for Parents





*Academically and/or Intellectually Gifted

Academically gifted: student performs well above grade level in
one or more academic areas.  “Strong student”

Intellectually gifted:  student possesses a high aptitude score in
comparison to peers. Has the ability to learn new information quickly.

Gifted programs VARY by county/state.  Each has unique placement 
criteria.  

One program does not fit all!



The Powerschool  Identifiers

AIG
Academically & Intellectually Gifted

Student has high aptitude and 
elevated math and reading 

achievement

AM
Academically & Intellectually Gifted 

(Math Only)

Student has high aptitude and 
elevated math achievement

AR
Academically & Intellectually Gifted 

(Reading Only)

Student has high aptitude and 
elevated reading achievement

IG
Intellectually Gifted

Student has extremely high 
aptitude (98-99%ile)



The Implications of Being Gifted
Something to Ponder….

Giftedness is a mix of 
“something you ARE” 

and ”something you DO.”
Dr. Annemarie Roeper

The Gifted Teen Survival Guide

Gifted children must be
taught SKILLS - not 
just content, so they 

can adapt to a future of
inevitable career 

changes.



Cabarrus County School is working to meet the unique needs of 
our gifted learners in a variety of ways…

Let’s take a look…



Navigate units are being added to 3rd, 4th and 5th grade AIG curriculum



A Gifted Local Endorsement course is now offered in ALL CCS schools 
(K-12) for teachers to learn more about these unique needs!

Check out the list of teachers 
every school year with the Gifted
Local Endorsement on the Gifted
Education webpage:

Link:  
https://www.cabarrus.k12.nc.us/
Page/38528

https://www.cabarrus.k12.nc.us/Page/38528
https://www.cabarrus.k12.nc.us/Page/38528


How can I support my gifted child moving 
forward…

Middle and High school are ahead!



How do we prevent our gifted students from getting “lost in the shuffle?







Know your profile (feelings, behaviors, 
tendencies) and what your needs are…

YES, academics are important, but our gifted students need to know 
what their other needs are too.







Intellectual:  Highly active mind
Psychomotor: High levels of energy

Sensual:  Heightened senses
Imaginational:  Vivid imaginations

Emotional:  Exceptional emotional sensitivity

















Gifted children must master the art of being 
PROACTIVE!





Few things in life are risk-free…

 The struggle is 
worthwhile!

 Persistence is an 
essential skill!

 For a gifted child who is 
RESILIENT – the sky is the
limit!



Risky Business
Risk Taking

 Someone is often pushing 
you to accept a risk that was 
not on your personal agenda

 (“Wouldn’t you like to learn to 
ski so you can join the rest of 
us on winter weekends?”)

 Who do you FAIL?  
 The person who asked you to

take the risk.  This can be 
troublesome at times for 
gifted children who don’t like 
to disappoint.

Risk Making
 You are the person doing the

pulling  

 (“Gee, I’d really love to learn 
how to ski!”).

 Who do you FAIL?  
 Only yourself - no biggie. Try 

again or set a new goal!

VS.



The dynamics of risk-taking vs. risk-making is worth considering, 
especially with easy-to-criticize-themselves gifted children who 

are used to (addicted to?) success.

Fear of taking/making RISKS 
can…

 Lead to issues such as 
perfectionism, anxiety

     underachievement

 Prevent students from 
reaching full potential both in
school and career

 Lead to the “I am bored” 
syndrome.













Gifted programming in 
Cabarrus County Schools

What to expect?



1st & 2nd 3rd, 4th, 5th 



➢Once a student qualifies for AIG Resource, he/she is 
served without further testing until the end of 5th grade.

➢Students should continue to perform at an elevated 
level in the classroom to be pulled out for AIG services.

➢AIG students will receive Progress Reports from the 
AIG teacher at the end of each SEMESTER.

➢Meetings will be held at the beginning of each new 
school year for parents of current AIG students, as well 
as NEW AIG students, to discuss the AIG plans for the 
year.

A Few FYI’s ….



3-5 SOAR Service Details

➢Students attend resource class 
in the AIG classroom with other
AIG peers and a certified AIG 
teacher 

➢2 hours/week

➢Project Based and/or 
Interdisciplinary units of study 
that extend/enrich the 
curriculum

➢Focus on the CCS AIG 
Curriculum goals and objectives



What are the Implications for my child?

Curriculum

✓ AIG classes do NOT instruct 
math or reading at an advanced 
level.

✓ Skills that will prepare gifted 
learners for a globally 
competitive world

✓ Develops career awareness
✓ Directly addresses the 

implication of being a gifted 
learner, as well as related social
and emotional issues.

AIG program 
encourages…

✓ A love of learning
✓ Creativity
✓ Innovativeness
✓ Goal setting
✓ Responsibility
✓ Time management
✓ Technology
✓ Social interaction
✓ Teamwork
✓ Career readiness

          

     















AIG Program Best Practices

Staggered Scheduling
AIG teachers will try to pull students out of the regular classroom from 2 

different subjects if possible     
(Ex:  I hour from Math, 1 hour from Science)

Missed Classwork

While many classroom teachers do not give AIG students work from time 
missed, if they do, we must encourage our students to make up this work.
The teacher may feel the missed work is an essential concept that needs 
to be practiced/reviewed.

Classroom Work is #1 Priority
Emphasize to students that their performance on regular classroom tests 

and assignments is critical to their continued participation in AIG.  They 
need to show they can handle it.



AIG Differentiated Education Plan 
(D.E.P)

 Indicates the special options for learning IN THE REGULAR  
CLASSROOM available to AIG identified students.

 Your child will have a new DEP completed each school year, 
filled out by the new classroom teacher.  This will “flag” the 
teacher about your child’s learning needs in certain academic 
areas.

 The AIG DEP is to be signed each year by the parent and the 
classroom teacher.  Copies will be provided to parents, and a 
copy will remain in the student AIG File.

Let’s take a look at the DEP.



Areas of 
identification 
MAY be 
updated year to 
year based on 
EOG scores.

Some strategies 
teachers may use 
when working with
gifted students.  
Ask your child’s 
teacher about 
specifics related 
to these 
strategies.



Advanced Courses in Middle School

ALPS:  Advanced 
Language Arts Placement

◆ Identified Reading AIG 
students will be scheduled for 
this course with continued high
performance in Reading in 5th 
grade.

◆ Non-reading identified students
can still be for ALPS based on 
grades and available test data.

AMPS:  Advanced Math 
Placement

◆ 3 years of math curriculum is covered
in 2 years as preparation to take 
Math 1 in 8th Grade.

◆ Identified Math AIG students will be 
scheduled for this course with 
continued high performance in math 
in 5th grade.

◆ Non-math identified students can still 
be considered for AMPS based on 
grades and available test data.



Middle School AIG Practices

• Student AIG Files will be 
transferred to the 
correlating middle school.

• Middle School AIG chairs will
meet with AIG parents and 
review the DEP.

• AIG students should be 
cluster grouped together 
within ALPS and AMPS 
courses.



For more information about gifted education….
● Check out the Cabarrus County Gifted Education Webpage: 

http://www.cabarrus.k12.nc.us/Page/4272

● Like the CCS AIG Facebook page to get tips from district psychologists 

about strategies to work with your gifted learner at home!

● Check out your AIG Teacher’s webpage

● SENG Parent Group Information located on CCS Gifted Webpage.

● The Survival Guide for Gifted Kids by Judy Galbraith

http://www.cabarrus.k12.nc.us/Page/4272
https://www.facebook.com/ccsaig/


THANK YOU!!! 

QUESTION/COMMENTS 


