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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE:   

Pandemic Response Education Option Designation 

During a Pandemic Response Education Option (PREO), all students are 
assigned to one of two designations, either in-person (Monday - Friday) or fully 
remote. Sudden changes to a child’s designation often result in a student not 
having the necessary materials needed to participate in classroom lessons. 
Keeping a child at home because they are not feeling well and having them work 
remotely is an appropriate reason to switch a designation in the short term, 
abruptly switching a child to remote as a matter of convenience is very difficult for 
staff to accommodate. Please adhere to your child’s education option designation 
throughout the PREO.  
 

Fifth Grade Celebrations  
This year we will celebrate our departing fifth graders via a variety of 
celebrations. First, we will hold a fifth grade class day for our students. The class 
day will be held on June 15 at TIS. A second celebration will be a live streamed 
promotion ceremony. The ceremony will be both live streamed as well as made 
available for parents and guardians to view at any time via shared link. The 
promotion ceremony will be held on the morning of June 17 at 10:00 AM.. Lastly, 
we will again create a Fifth Grade “HAWK Fly By” Display tribute to our students. 
This display will be accessible by car in the TIS driveway. The display will consist 
of student photos, banners and some fun displays to honor our fifth graders. The 
HAWK Fly By will be available for viewing on June 22, from 9:00 AM to 6::00 
PM.  
 

More information on each of these activities will be provided in the coming 
weeks.  
 

June 15 - Grade 5 Class Day at TIS 

June 17 - Virtual Promotion Ceremony 

June 22 - HAWK Fly By Display  
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Staff Appreciation Luncheon 

Thank you to the PTO for holding a staff appreciation luncheon at T.I.S. on 
Wednesday. Thanks to Mrs. Smith and Mrs. Bishop for organizing the event and 
for spending the day at school ensuring that every detail at the luncheon was just 
right. THANK YOU!  
 

Stuffed Animal Day 

Every Wednesday TIS will hold a spirit day to celebrate being back in school five 
days per week. We will make announcements in advance of these fun days 
during our daily morning announcements. Our fourth spirit day Stuffed Animal 
Day was held on Wednesday, May 12.  
 
Here is a list of May spirit days: 

 19 Spirit Day:  Camouflage Day 
 21 Spirit Day:  Patriotic Day – moved to May 28th 
 26 Silly Hair/Hat Day 
 28 Patriotic Day 
 
Third Grade Tolland Green Day  
Our annual Tolland Green Day will be held on Monday June 14.  Throughout the day, 
students will experience various aspects of colonial life in Tolland. Mrs. Baker will 
provide students with a class on dances popular in Colonial times, Mrs. Ballard will 
assist students in the drawing of well-known Tolland Colonial homes. Students will visit 
historic buildings on the Tolland Green and learn about the buildings from members of 
the Tolland Historical Society. 
  
 

 
 
 
 

  



T.I.S. CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

 
 

   MAY 
  

 1 Self-Confidence Month Begins 
 4 Teacher Appreciation Day 
 5 Grade 5 SBAC Testing 
 5 Spirit Day: Tie Dye Day 
 7 School Nutrition Professionals Day (see flyer in this DB) 
 12 National School Nurse Day 
 12 Spirit Day:  Stuffed Animal Day 
17, 18, 20 Grade 5 TMS Tours  
 19 Hawk Nests 
 19 Spirit Day:  Camouflage Day 
 21 Spirit Day:  Patriotic Day  -  moved to May 28th 
 21 PICTURE RETAKE/MAKEUP DAY 
 26 Spirit Day: Silly Hair/Hat Day 
 28 Spirit Day: Patriotic Day 
 31 NO SCHOOL  
  



PICTURE RETAKE/MAKEUP DAY 

MAY 21, 2021 

 

Will be hald at TIS on May 21st between 9:00-11:00.  Please contact the 

office if your child is a remote learner and you would like to bring 

him/her in for a Lifetouch photo package.   

  



 

 

Summer Thoughts from the T.I.S. Reading Department 

Summer Break is quickly approaching!  Our students and teachers have worked hard all 

year to learn new skills and become stronger readers, spellers and writers despite the 

many challenges of the past year.  Summer offers an excellent opportunity to 

strengthen those skills, and now more than ever it’s a great time to take advantage 

AND...   

Prevent the Summer Reading Slide!    

The “summer slide” is an all-too-common frustration for teachers and parents.  Students 
who don’t read during the summer are likely to lose crucial ground for the years ahead. 

Help prevent your child from the “summer slide” and provide them with opportunities 
to strengthen skills during the break from school.  Here are some suggestions. 

● Have your child read 20+ minutes each day. – Research proves that reading just 

20 minutes each day outside of school can increase a student’s vocabulary by 

almost 2 million words! 

● Set a good example.  - When your child sees you reading and enjoying a book, 

magazine or newspaper, you are sending a message that reading is an important 

and valuable activity. 

● Read with your child.  - Introduce a variety of book genres and writing styles. 

● Read for different purposes. - Reading a recipe or directions for assembling a toy 

are fun ways of incorporating reading into everyday activities. 

● Make reading and writing a regular part of your daily home activities.  - If 

reading isn’t one of your child’s top priorities, consider setting up an incentive 

program to help them stay motivated. 

● Talk to your child about what he or she is reading.  - Ask open-ended questions 

such as, “what do you think about that story?” or, “What would you have done if 

you were that character?” to encourage meaningful discussions. 

● Visit Tolland Public Library: Library | Town of Tolland CT or  Tolland Public 

Library | Facebook and participate in their fun summer activities. Their Summer 

Reading Program is typically connected to Connecticut’s  Governor’s Summer 

Reading Challenge (information has not been released yet on either program) 

https://www.tolland.org/library?fbclid=IwAR2C5m9MBGEgVi7LbJrGkEMVmwhtv52CyeDbCEz9YxIitLPvX8elgPLC5mc
https://www.facebook.com/tollandpubliclibraryct/
https://www.facebook.com/tollandpubliclibraryct/


●  Play word games.  - Play games such as thinking of different words to describe 

the same things. 

● Set limits for screen time.  - Reducing screen time creates opportunities for 

reading. 

     

                       



 



 



 

 



 

 



  



 
 



  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



  



FROM LAST WEEK’S DIGITAL BACKPACK: 

 

Unified Arts Update for May 2021  

Art ~ Library ~ Music ~ Physical Education 

 

Ms. Ballard – Art     

In the month of May, Cohort 5, the fifth grade classes of Zangerl, Catlin, and 

Biddle will have art. This new cohort started May 5th, 2021. The students will be 

trying their hands at Plaster Relief Sculptures, painting and drawing a Zentangle 

project. It is up to the students if they would like to bring in a smock to wear 

during class. All materials, projects and smocks must be taken with the students 

every day. 

 Each of the fifth graders should bring their materials every day to class. I will give 

new students to T.I.S. a baggie of materials on their first day. 

The fifth graders will be given new folders, new materials and handouts. I will also 

hand out a large 2 gallon size ziplock baggie to hold all of the project and materials 

for class. Each student will need to bring in a large cereal box to class for the 

plaster relief project. This cereal box will help in pouring and storing the 

plaster project until they can bring it home. I can not wait to get started!  
 

 

Mrs. Hill - Library Media 

During the month of May and into June, ALL fourth grade classes will have 

Library as their Unified Arts special. Students will be reviewing skills from 

December and January, like logging into Destiny and searching for books by 

genre. In addition, they will complete a mini research project from picking the 

topic, taking notes, writing paragraphs, creating a Google Slideshow and finally 

presenting it to the class. Students will also spend time creating poetry and 

completing a STEM project. There is always so much going on in Library class!  



 
**EVEN IF YOUR STUDENT DOES NOT HAVE LIBRARY AS A 

SPECIAL, THE LIBRARY IS ALWAYS AVAILABLE! Your student is 

encouraged to put books on hold at school or at home and the library staff will 

deliver the books to their classroom! So easy!  
 

 

 

Ms. Baker - General Music and Grade 5 Chorus           
 

 

Grade 3 general music:  

In just three more weeks Mrs. Arner’s, Mrs. Cyr’s, Mrs. Fischer’s and Mrs. 

Babiec’s classes will be back in music class with Ms. Baker. I can’t wait to share 

more exciting musical lessons with you. 
 

Grade 4 general music: Mr. Slayton’s, Mrs. Bockus’ and Mrs. Wunsch’s  classes 

are back in music with Ms. Baker. They  will be learning about the music, 

instruments, dances, games and songs of Asia, and Africa. African drumming and 

learning the pentatonic scale on the xylophones will be so much fun. 
 

Grade 5 general music: The fifth graders have completed their music classes for 

the 2020-2021 school year. Good luck at TMS!!!! 
 



Grade 5 Chorus: Grade 5 chorus will continue to meet in person  on thursday 

mornings from 8:30-9:00. Remote learners can log in using the Chorus google 

classroom meeting link. 

 The students will be working on more songs to share with you.  Please log in to 

our Chorus google classroom to view our virtual 2021 Spring Chorus concert. 
 

 

Mrs. Marchesani - Band and Chorus  

 

Grade 4 Chorus:  Chorus only members will be scheduled on a pull out basis and 

continue to meet on Wednesdays during the school day. Chorus members who are 

also in Band will meet before school 8:30 am to 9:00 am on one of the following 

days: Monday, Wednesday or Thursday. Any Chorus member who is remote at 

home will be able to meet by using the link in the 4th grade Chorus Google 

Classroom. We are focusing on vocal warm ups that help us to sing better. We are 

having lots of fun singing “Shake the Papaya” and “Which Ball Game” (Take Me 

out to the Ball Game partnered with a song about football)  Please email 

nmarchesani@tolland.k12.ct.us if you have any questions. 
 

Grade 4 Band:  Band members are now working on 5 note songs!  “Merrily We 

Roll Along” and “Lightly Row” are two examples of 5 note songs.  Notation 

decoding skills have improved and band members are able to sight read new songs. 

We are beginning to learn songs with 6 notes such as “Farm Out” (Old McDonald 

Had a Farm) and “Sweetly Sings the Donkey”.  

Being part of the band means that each week, students have  SMALL GROUP 

instruction time whether you are an in-person learner or a remote learner.  This 

year, we are using a rotating pull-out schedule during the school day. We are using 

special music masks and bell covers on our instruments when we play in school 

just like Band members in TMS and THS. Band is a graded class.  60 minutes per 

week of Home Practice is recommended for success and is an important 

commitment for students to make.  

mailto:nmarchesani@tolland.k12.ct.us


Grade 5 Band:  “This Old Dude” continues to be one of the most favorite band 

pieces in 5th grade! Students are still working on the Concert F “Scale Preps for 

Beginning Band” by Mike Hannickel.  Playing songs in rounds, such as “Frere 

Jacques”  is a newer skill that band members are working to master.  We have 

talked about transitioning to 6th grade Band at TMS.  It’s that time of year already! 

Please contact me if you have any questions.  

nmarchesani@tolland.k12.ct.us    860-870-6885 x 40226 

 

Mr. Downing – Physical Education   

Third grade: The students will be participating in an exercise routine consisting of 

a warmup and exercises designed to elevate the heart rate. During the remainder of 

the class, the students will be working on movements skills or playing invasion 

games. Teamwork and sportsmanship will be the focus of these games.   
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10 Weeks of Themed Summer Vacation Fun 

Join Us for 1 week or all 10 

Projects, Activities and Field Trips 

Runs June 21st through August 27th 

Grades K-6 

Email Chiller@tolland.k12.ct.us for Registration Information 

 

 

mailto:Chiller@tolland.k12.ct.us


 

You Are Cordially Invited To: 

 

 

COFFEE WITH THE PRINCIPAL 

2020-2021 

T.I.S. Coffee with the Principal will be VIRTUAL this year.  

  September 23, 2020   February 18, 2021 (Thurs. mtg.)  

  October 21, 2020    March 17, 2021 

  November 18, 2020   April 14, 2021 

  No December meeting   May 19, 2021 (which is a 

  January 20, 2021       special Math meeting)(SEE  

         FLYER) 

(all meetings begin at 10:15 a.m.) 

Please RSVP  

to Pam Babey (pbabey@tolland.k12.ct.us) by the day 

before the meeting date you would like to attend.  You will 

then receive a link to the meeting. 

about:blank


 

                            
Join  

Mrs. Webster, K-12 Math Supervisor  
and 

the TIS and TMS Principals,  
Mr. Dineen and Mrs. Grande 

 

 to learn about math placement for incoming 6th, 7th, and 8th graders. 
 

Math Placement Parent 
Meeting 

TIS Coffee with the 
Principal  

TMS Breakfast with the 
Principal  

Date: Thursday April 29, 
2021 

 

Time: 6:00-7:00pm 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/9240905772
4?pwd=MUxSTENOM0tTRm8

0V3MrQmt4bmo2UT09 
 

Meeting ID: 924 0905 7724 
Passcode: 3JfW4x 

Date: Wednesday May 19, 
2021 

 

Time: 10:00am - 11:00am 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/964285421
73?pwd=eEJDRDJrVFNKTk

VITmNEeWszblpNZz09 
 

Meeting ID: 964 2854 2173 
Passcode: 0vpDHN 

  

Date: Wednesday May 12, 
2021 

 

Time: 9:00am - 10:00am 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/9675100605
5?pwd=UGVxZ1RtM25DTzRz

RXFGZkJVTUpMdz09 
 

Meeting ID: 967 5100 6055 
Passcode: 1rNz0D 

  

 

You can find more detailed information on our Tolland Public Schools Middle School Math 

Placement website. It can be accessed directly with this link: 

http://tps.sharpschool.net/cms/One.aspx?portalId=891651&pageId=47149004 or by following 

the pathway on the Tolland Public Schools website: Departments, Curriculum, and Mathematics 
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https://zoom.us/j/96751006055?pwd=UGVxZ1RtM25DTzRzRXFGZkJVTUpMdz09
http://tps.sharpschool.net/cms/One.aspx?portalId=891651&pageId=47149004


TIS SPIRIT DAYS! 
May 5 Tie Die Day 

 
 

May 12 Stuffed Animal Day 

 
 

 

NEW DATE:  May 28
TH

 

 Patriotic Day 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 19 Camouflage Day 

 
 

 

May 26 Silly Hair/ 

     Silly Hat Day 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

June 2 Tolland Swag Day 

 
 

 

June 11
th
  Wacky Tacky Day 

 

 

June 9 Grade Color Day 

3
rd
 grade 

4
th
 grade 

5
th
 grade 

 

 

June 16 TBD 

 

  



  



UPCOMING EVENTS AT TOLLAND PUBLIC LIBRARY 

 

 



 



  



 



CALENDAR FOR 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR (can also 
be found on school websites) 

 





 

FOLLOW THIS LINK TO VIEW THE CATALOG:   

https://www.manchestercc.edu/wp-content/uploads/Excursions-Summer-2021-Catalog.pdf

  

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.manchestercc.edu%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2FExcursions-Summer-2021-Catalog.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CLArmstrong%40mcc.commnet.edu%7Cff2dbaa007a949f6066908d90a75730b%7C679df878277a496aac8dd99e58606dd9%7C0%7C0%7C637552321830241699%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=XP%2BrW4mrEm6vXYt7CUkGhWqpLSqYTEJw2usw6%2BRyjio%3D&reserved=0


 



 



 



Tolland Intermediate School 

Photo Release Form 

2020-2021 

Please do not release any photos of my child in the 

following media 

(check all that apply): 

 

_____ Yearbook 

 

_____ Outside Media Sources 

 

_____Tolland Public Schools Superintendent’s Bulletin/T.I.S. Digital Backpack 

 

 _____ Tolland Intermediate School Website 

 

***This form does not need to be returned if photos 

can be used in all of the above media areas. 

Name________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature_______________________ 

Teacher______________________________________ 

 

 



 

The End   
  

 


