4th Grade Reading

Book Report                         

I would like to encourage students to read.  I want them to read books that interest them and books that they enjoy reading.  I want them to read for enjoyment as well as for “Reading Grades” and Accelerated Reader Points.  I am going to require students to do a book report for a grade.  They are only required to do one each nine weeks.  They will finish at least one report on any CHAPTER book they choose.  I will use the included scoring guide to grade the report and this will be one of their reading test grades.  I also am setting A.R. Goals at this time.  Each student will be required to read at various times during the school day and I want to encourage them to read at home as well. 

Getting Started:
First, read the book. As you're reading, take notes on key information, such as the names of the main characters, personality quirks of these characters, the setting, key plot twists, important events, and any other things that seem important and that you think you might want to include in your book report. 

The Structure of Your Report:
Start your report with an introductory paragraph that states the book's title, the author, and the type of book it is (mystery, fairy tale, science fiction, western, etc.). Then write at least four paragraphs that clearly describe the book. Each paragraph should cover one topic (for example, you should have at least one paragraph that describes the main character). End the report with a closing paragraph that summarizes what you learned from the book and if you liked or disliked the book (and why). 

Check that your grammar, spelling, and punctuation are correct. Make sure to use complete sentences and write neatly.  Proofread your report for errors before you hand it in -- do not hand in a rough draft. 

Topics to Include in Your Report:
When you write your report, try to cover as many of the following topics as you can: 

· Setting: Describe the setting or settings of the book. Note where the action takes place and when. Have you ever been to a place like that? Did you like it or not? Would you like to be in a place and time like that described in the book? 

· Main Character: Write about the main character, including what they are like, what they look like, what they like to do, and so on. Does the character change, learn, or grow in the story? If so, describe how and why this happens. Would you like to be friends with this character? 

· Other Characters: List the other characters in the books and give some characteristics for each. 

· Which characters did you like/dislike?: State why you liked/disliked certain characters. Did any of the characters do things that you think are wrong, noble, risky, etc? 

· What happened at the beginning of the story?: How does the story start? Usually this is where the characters are introduced to us and the problem is stated. 

· What happened in the middle of the story?: This is usually where we find out a lot about the characters and the story becomes more exciting. 

· What happened at the end of the story?: This is usually where the main problem in the book is resolved. 

· What was the problem in the story and how was it solved?: What was the big problem in the story, how was it solved, who solved it. and why? 

· What did you learn from this story?: The best books leave the reader with a lot to think about and learn. 

· Theme/Main Idea: What was the main idea or theme of the book? Some stories have a moral (like Aesop's fables), while others try to teach a life lesson. 

· Do you like this story?: Tell if you liked or disliked this story and why you did or didn't like it. 




The Following is a Rubric For Assessing each Part of Your Book Report:

	.
	Beginning
1
	Developing
2
	Accomplished
3
	Excellent
4
	Score

	Introduction
	Disorganized, no information on what is to come
	Gives too little information.
	Summarizes report
	Concise, well-written introduction
	.

	Research Part 1 (describe the book's setting, major and minor characters)
	Does not cover all appropriate topics
	Covers some of the appropriate topics.
	Covers most of the appropriate topics.
	All appropriate topics covered well. Also includes interesting facts.
	.

	Research Part 2 (describe the book's beginning, middle and end, the problem in the story and how it was solved, etc.)
	Does not cover all appropriate topics
	Covers some of the appropriate topics.
	Covers most of the appropriate topics.
	All appropriate topics covered well. Also includes interesting facts.
	.

	Spelling/Grammar
	Many spelling and grammatical errors
	A few errors
	Only one or two errors
	Spelling and grammar perfect
	.

	Presentation
	Illegible, messy
	Almost illegible
	Legible writing, accompanying illustrations
	Well organized presentation, typed or written using a word processor, accompanying illustrations
	.

	
	
	
	
	
	.

	Timeliness
	Over a week late
	A week late
	A day or two late
	Handed in on time
	.


