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[image: image4.wmf]From the Superintendent – Mr. Siegfried: 

Underway!  We had a great start to the new school year.  Thank you to our staff for all the extra time spent helping with registration.  Thank you to our parents and families who attended registration.  The move in night was a great success.  I want to thank all the parents for bringing their children to this event.  

Safety:

Parking regulations, traffic laws, bright orange cones, tickets and school rules will not prevent an accident from happening.  However, as adult drivers, we all must remind ourselves that there is no excuse for compromising the safety of any child because we are in a hurry, late for an appointment, or angry at a family member or angry at the driver in the vehicle ahead.

So, for the sake of all children, drive safely and extremely carefully during your trips to, from and around school at all times.  Discuss basic pedestrian safety with your kids.  Our staff members, administrators and Crest Hill Police Department are committed to making sure your kids remains safe – and I am sure you are too.

Remember to go over weather safety procedures at home this spring.  It is not uncommon to see fall tornados especially with this ever changing weather pattern.     
Summer Construction 2019

The Chaney-Monge Board of Education last December went out to bid for construction work planned for the summer of 2019.  The board accepted Holly Construction as the low bidder.  The focus of the work was tuck-pointing, outside door replacement, two penthouse ladders and downspout repairs.   Construction work completed for the summer of 2019 was $151,192.00.  The district also used an outside vendor to do a complete sand and refinishing of the gym floor.  The Chaney-Monge Board of Education looks forward to another great school year.       
New Staff Members

I would like to introduce the new staff member to our school community:

Arlene Isais -Bilingual Director/EL Teacher

Priscilla Kan - nurse

Grail Waddell – Custodian
Jana House – Instructional and Lunchroom Aide

District Website:

[image: image5.wmf]Please check out our district website at www.chaneymonge.us for school updates.  Lunch menus, calendars, financial information and other district information will be update on our website throughout the year.   
From the Principal – Jackie Hall
Parent Communication Tools
Don’t forget to check out our website www.chaneymonge.us for our online calendar. Click on the calendar link. 

Mrs. Conger will also be using text messages to parents seeking information regarding a student absence.  If your child will be absent, please call prior to the school day and leave a message with the reason for an absence or call in the morning and speak to our office staff.

Again this year, you will receive calls from our automatic dialer system. Mrs. Hall can send important reminders for calendar events, days off and early dismissals. This system will also be used in the event of an emergency school closing (weather, important messages, etc.)
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Progress Reports
Progress reports will be sent home October 1, 2019.  Don’t forget for grades 3 – 8 that you may check your student’s grades and assignments online with your Parent Connect password that was distributed at Locker Move In/Teacher Meet and Greet. 
This year, Mrs. Hall will be alerting parents of junior high students of major upcoming assignments and tests resulting in earning many points.  She will use text messages from our Blackboard Connect program.
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Student Arrival/Dismissal Times

Students enter at 7:55 AM and begin classes at 8:00 AM. Please plan to have your children arrive no earlier than 7:45 AM. Staff members begin to monitor doors at that time. PM Kindergarten will enter at 11:56 AM and begin class at 12:01 PM. Grades K-4 will dismiss at 2:40 PM and grades 5-8 dismiss at 2:45 PM. 
Teacher Meet & Greet

Thank you for attending the Teacher Meet and Greet on August 20TH.  It was a great turnout.  Thank you for getting your student off to a great start and on the path to learning and success.

Helpful Things For Learning And Education
· Help your child start the day with breakfast.  Be here at 7:55 for breakfast.
· Monitor attendance, ensuring that your child is here daily and on-time daily.

· Be sure to read newsletters and handouts from your child’s teacher.  Establish a place in your home where important notes are left for you if you are a nighttime worker.

· Stay in contact with your child’s teacher.

· Check your child’s planner daily.

· Set up a quiet area for homework.  Keep some supplies in the homework area such as pencils, pens, crayons, scissors, glue, ruler, etc.

· Be sure that you help your child repack their backpack nightly and set up a location for their backpack to return to nightly.  This is especially important for hectic mornings, which most mornings are.

· Visit the White Oak Library.  Read with your child and let your child see you reading.

· Monitor your child’s screen time.

· Establish a regular, reasonable bedtime, being sure your child gets enough rest.

· Help your jr. high student wash and repack the gym suit to be ready for the week.

Back to School Hint as published in an International Reading Association article

“Ask a New Question”
“What did you do in school today?”  If your children answer “nothing,” maybe you should try a new question.

Beginning your after-school conversation with “What was the best part of your school day?” will yield totally different and more productive responses.  Children may answer “recess” or “being with my friends,” while others might say “gym” “lunch,” “art,” or “music.”  Some may even answer “reading.”  Any of these answers tell you more than “nothing.”

Each answer is valid for a school-age child and represents an important part of his or her day.  More important, these responses are gateways to the conversations that you should want to have.  For instance, if one day your child says the best part of the day was lunch, it opens the door to discussions about friendships or nutrition.

In the end, the goal is having time each day to talk with your child about what is significant during the hours at school.  An open-ended question asked with genuine, nonjudgmental interest in the answer will start the school year off brilliantly.
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CREST HILL LIONS CLUB GRADE 5-8 STUDENT OF THE MONTH AWARD

Thank you to the Crest Hill Lions Club for sponsoring the monthly recognition award at Chaney Monge.  Every month our staff considers grades 5-8 students, acknowledging good character, daily effort, achievement and positive school involvement.  Students are congratulated at a Chaney Monge Board of Education meeting and receive an award.  We look forward to honoring our terrific students this year.
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8TH GRADE TRIP FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITY
On September 19th, the Cherrydale Farms/Chip Shoppe representative will be meeting with the 8th graders to learn about an optional fundraising opportunity for the eighth grade trip.  Although the eighth grade trip is months away in May and no details are arranged yet, we have the opportunity to fundraise now before other fundraisers appear during the school year.  A student’s profit earned is ‘credited’ to his/her trip total.  After the student vote in January on a trip itinerary, trip costs are communicated with families.  We split the trip payments into two due dates.  Those who have fundraised have their profit credited and the remaining total due is split among the due dates.  In the past, some students who have fundraised have been able to fund their entire trip.  Your student will bring home information and two brochures if you wish to take advantage of this optional opportunity.

Attention 8th grade parents! 
 Please mark your calendars 8th grade parents for a Lockport High School event:

The high school placement test will be held Saturday, October 26, 2019.  More information will be available from the high school in the next several weeks.  
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STAR Reading
Sit Together And Read – To impress upon students the value and enjoyment of reading, the entire school reads for half an hour including staff.  We read on most Fridays.  Check website for future STAR times.

Character Counts – 
RESPect
To start the school year we will focus on the character trait Respect.  Please talk to your student about how they should be respectful to adults and peers.  Teachers will be discussing the respect trait and rewarding students who are acting with respect.
[image: image11.wmf]Volunteer Help Needed for CMPAA, CMMPA and PTO
Do you have some available time?  Would you like to help our school facilitate programs for our students?  These parent groups are in dire need of assistance for planning and event help.  Examples are helping to set up for a sport event, sitting at concessions, helping at a PTO event, overseeing a locker room or lunchroom during band concerts, etc.

  Please call Mrs. Hall if interested.

Box Tops for Education
Ms. Pavnica reminds you to send in your unexpired box tops or scan in your receipt on the All New Box Tops app.  Your box top donations help provide supplies and activities to our students and school.  

For now you can still clip and turn in your box tops.  This process will eventually be replaced with the ability to scan right from your phone.  All you need to do is download the ALL-NEW Box Tops app, shop as you normally would, then simply scan your store receipts. The app will automatically credit your school’s Box Tops earnings online.  It’s that easy!
And don’t forget to check out www.boxtops4education.com for money-saving coupons!
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McTeacher Night
The Chaney-Monge Teachers Organization will be participating in McTeacher Night at the newly renovated McDonald's at 1555 N. Broadway in Joliet. Stop by on Wednesday, September 18th to support your school between 5:00 and 8:00 pm to see your teachers serving the community! A percentage of the proceeds from sales will go to the CMTO along with 100% of sales of pies. 

THE CATHY DAVIS MEMORIAL LITTLE FREE LIBRAY!!!
Have you noticed the little “house” and bright yellow bench outside the schools main entrance?  It is our own Little Free Library.  Our library is dedicated in memory of Cathy Davis, beloved teacher and past principal of Chaney Monge School.  Mrs. Davis was an avid reader and promoted reading and literacy to all ages, building a community of readers.

Our Little Free Library is open to everyone – students, parents, neighbors, and friends.  It contains a variety of reading materials for all ages and interest.  The selection changes almost daily.

How does our library work?  If you see something you would like to read, take it!  You may either return it to the library when you are finished, keep the book, or share it with others.  You are also encouraged to donate reading material you may have so others may enjoy it.  Just put it in the library or, if it is full, drop it off in the school office.

For more information regarding the Cathy Davis Memorial Little Free Library (Charter #35096) please contact Jill Carter at 815-722-6673 or visit www.littlefreelibrary.org.
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REVAMPED JUNIOR HIGH PHYSICAL EDUCATION
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Starting this year, the junior high Physical Education program will introduce top of the line heart rate monitors. Every year Mr. Buczek, along with Mr. Gentile, attend a Physical Education convention where they are introduced to many new and exciting activities, programs, and equipment. They have both put in a lot of time and effort revamping the program here at Chaney-Monge. They have replaced many old and outdated equipment and are trying to make it more safe, fun, but most importantly new ways to learn. With these fresh new ideas, Mr. Buczek sought out a way that can really change what Physical Education is all about. He proposed an idea to Mrs. Hall about the idea of bringing heart rate monitors to the school. With the proposed idea came a lot of research and help, both from Mrs. Hall and the company Heart Zones. 
Now you may be asking what exactly does this program do? The Heart Zones System is fitness technology software and data driven programs that engage, assess and motivate physical activity using wearables to empower students to pursue safe and healthy active lifestyles. The Heart Zones System provides the opportunity for objective assessment and personalized programs. By using heart rate and zone training to level the playing field, physical educators are able to truly assess student health and fitness. Mr. Buczek inputted information about each individual student so that every heart rate monitor fit exactly what each student accommodation would be. One question parents ask is, “what if my child isn’t as active as another student?” With this program it automatically adjusts to that particular student right when they put the heart rate monitor on. All the students need to do is take an assigned heart rate monitor and arm band and put it on. Right when they do this it automatically detects their heart rate and puts them into the right “zone” they need to be in and that’s it! This program bases everything in 3 “zones”. The three zones are: blue, yellow, and red. Blue is resting heart rate where students should always start in. Their goal is to get into the next two zones with zone 2 (yellow) being the main zone for the majority of the class. The red zone, they are exerting the most energy, but make sure not to stay in that zone for a long time because they will get tired. 
Students get automatic feedback about how they are doing because the zones will be projected on the wall for them from the iPad. To keep other students from knowing how their classmates are doing, Mr. Buczek had them give him a code and/or nickname instead of their actual name so they know specifically which tile is theirs on the screen. Students will be graded based on their performance during class. In a 30-minute physical activity, students should score around 100 FIT points or 3 points per minute which can easily be achieved as long as all the students are trying their best. Mr. Buczek has the ability to send reports to parents, on their request, to see how their child is doing. The whole point of bringing in heart rate monitors is so that parents and students get the proper grade they NEED from data and NOT observation. Any other questions please go to www.heartzones.com.
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GRANDPARENTS DAY

Mrs. Moody's 4th grade classroom is hosting a reading activity on Friday, September 6th  from 8:30 - 10:00 a.m. in honor of Grandparents Day.  We will read together, have a book talk and make a bookmark as a keepsake.  The students are making invitations to give their grandparents and we hope to have a great turnout." 
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WATCH D.O.G.S. KICK-OFF EVENT
We’re looking for a few Great men to join the Watch D.O.G.S.  Dads of Great Students program.  Watch D.O.G.S. can be fathers, grandfathers, uncles or other significant male role models who volunteer one or more days a year during the school day.

Jobs may include:

· Supervising in the hallways or during elementary breakfast

· Working with a student or small group in the classroom under the teacher’s direction

· Reading with students

· Reviewing math facts or sight words with students

· Playing a game with students

If you are interested in volunteering or would like additional information about Watch D.O.G.S., you and your child are invited to attend a Watch D.O.G.S. event on Tuesday September 10th, 2018 from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. in the school cafeteria.  We will answer any questions you may have, complete the necessary required paperwork, and enjoy delicious refreshments.

We look forward to having you join us, supporting our school and education, as you provide a positive role model for all students.

Please look for an invitation coming home with your child or feel free to contact Jill Carter, Watch D.O.G.S. coordinator at 815-722-6673 for additional information or to R.S.V.P. for the event.
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Reminders from Nurse Priscilla Kan
For all students that require medication throughout the school day, please be sure to get the required yearly medication form and medications to Nurse Priscilla.
Some common medications are:

Epipen

Inhalers

Antihistamines

Over the counter medication (Tylenol, Advil, etc)

A medication form filled out by your doctor and the parent must be on file with Nurse Priscilla before they can be dispensed to your student.

Also submit remaining physical, (T-Dap and Meningitis shot is required for all 6th Graders) dental and vision forms as required.  Kindergarten students must have (4) polio, (2) MMR and (2) doses of the Varicella shot.
Mrs. Kan also shares that if your child is injured over the weekend; please seek immediate medical care if required. Please do not wait until the school week begins to seek assistance as many of the weekend injuries require immediate attention. 
IMPORTANT DEADLINE REMINDER
Per state law, children who are not in compliance with state physical and immunization requirements will be excluded from school until the following requirements are on file with Nurse Priscilla by Tuesday, October 15, 2019:

· PHYSICALS – Kindergarten, 6th grade, and all incoming out of state students.

· VACCINE – New requirements for this year:


T-Dap – 6th grade


Meningococcal – 6th grade (1 dose)


Varicella – Kindergarten, 1st, 6th, 
and 7th grade (2 doses) 
· VISION – Kindergarten and incoming out of state students.
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CMMPA MUSIC NEWS
Welcome to the 2019-2020 School Year!

Welcome back to a new year in music! We’re taking it a little easy in our first weeks back, but we’re going to hit the ground running to start preparing for our performances this fall. September doesn’t have much going on for our older music students, but it is very exciting for our future 4th grade band members! We’re getting ready to kick things off for the 4th grade this year. They will be testing instruments with me either during music class, or at other times which will be detailed in notes going home with them soon. We’re looking forward to accepting a new batch of bandies! If there are any questions feel free to email me or give me a call! jkeller@chaneymonge.us 

Upcoming Dates:

9/23: 4th Grade Band Registration 4-7pm in the music room.
 
Music parents, we hope that you will join the CMMPA in our efforts of supporting the music program.  We are always in need of help, and welcome your thoughts, ideas, and suggestions.  If you have any questions or would like to get involved, please consider joining. We will be posting meeting dates soon.  
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CMPAA (SPORTS) NEWS
Girl’s conference basketball tryouts will be held Sept 3rd and 4th from 5:30-7:00 pm. All girls in grades 6th-8th can come try out. 

We will hold our first CMPAA meeting of the year on Wednesday, September 4th at 6pm in the library. Anyone who is interested in helping this year, (becoming a board member, volunteering at games, becoming a coach for instructional season, etc.) please come to the meeting. We are in need of volunteers to keep the program running. 

Remember. It’s for the kids!!!!
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Baseball Begins With a Curtain Call

The Chaney-Monge baseball season is underway! Our home opener during the first week of school was against our conference foe Taft. Our Braves battled the Vikings and the first game jitters, but came up short in the end. The Braves will look for their first season victory against Laraway. Although the school baseball season is short, coach Dastych and coach Buczek can see improvements with their young team. Come on out and “catch” a game before the season wraps up in September. 

The baseball team would like to thank all of the parents who helped get the baseball field ready. A HUGE shout out to Mr. and Mrs. Thompson for spending numerous hours raking the field and pulling weeds. Without all of their help, the field would not have been ready in time. 

Registration Results
Chaney-Monge enrollment figures are as follows:

Out of District
41
Kindergarten

38
Grade 1

45
Grade 2

42
Grade 3

51
Grade 4

48
Grade 5

43
Grade 6

63
Grade 7

50
Grade 8

47
Total for District:
469
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· Sept. 2nd 

 No School – Labor Day
· Sept. 3rd 
Girls Basketball TryOuts 

(6-8 grade) 5:30 to 7:00 pm

· Sept. 4th  
Girls Basketball TryOuts 

(6-8 grade) 5:30 to 7:00 PM

CMPAA Meeting 6:00 PM

· Sept. 10th 

Watch D.O.G.S. Kick Off Event 5:30 – 6:30 PM

· Sept. 18th
McTeacher Night at Broadway McDonald’s   5 – 8 PM
· Sept. 19th – Oct. 7th 
8th Grade Fundraiser

· Sept. 23rd
Band Registration 4:00 – 7:00 PM

· Oct. 1st 

Progress Reports Go Home
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