Mildred and Marjorie Carstensen Scholarship 
 (2020 Current College Students Application)

Scholarship Background
Mildred and Marjorie Carstensen were twins born on March 27, 1910, on a farm near Riceville, Iowa. They graduated from Riceville High School when they were 16 years old in 1926, were in the first class to graduate from Tipton Junior College in 1929 and both received B.A. degrees from the University of Iowa in 1961. Despite not having married, the twins were involved in the lives of their extended family. Mildred and Marjorie each taught for 42 years in Iowa in the following counties: Mitchell, Howard, Jones, Scott, and Cedar. They spent the last 20 years of their teaching careers at the Durant Community School. Mildred taught 1st grade and Marjorie taught 3rd grade from 1955-1975. The Carstensens last resided in Tipton and were something of an institution, in part, because they were identical and of their independence. Since 1955, the two shared an apartment near the courthouse which had a long flight of stairs. In addition to their dedication to the education field they were involved in their church, First United Church of Christ and great supporters of the Tipton Senior Center. When asked if they were twins, they would respond "for 94 years." Marjorie passed on May 3, 2004, after a lingering illness and Mildred entered rest on June 12, 2005. Because of their love and dedication to the education field, the twins bequeathed that a majority of their estate fund the Mildred and Marjorie Carstensen Scholarship Trust, for the sole purpose of providing scholarships to Durant Community High School graduates.

Who is eligible?
Scholarships shall be awarded to graduates of Durant Community High School, who intend to or are attending a full-time Bachelor Degree program at any accredited college or university. Full​time shall mean carrying at least twelve (12) semester hours or the equivalent.

Amount of Scholarship
It is the intent of the Trust that each scholarship awarded shall be Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) per year. The Community Foundation of the Great River Bend shall award the number of scholarships each year that can be fully funded. Any excess income, after determining the number of fully funded scholarships, shall be added to the awarded scholarships proportionally.

Any student initially awarded a scholarship may have their scholarship renewed annually as long as they maintain full-time student status and normal academic progress maintaining at least a "B" average. A "B" average or the equivalent is defined as 3.00 on a 4.00 grading scale. Academic progress and grade standard will be reviewed annually to determine eligibility.

The scholarship is intended to be a minimum of $5,000.00; however, each recipient is eligible for subsequent years. If they qualify, scholarships awarded in subsequent years could be less than $5,000.00 if interest income to the trust is decreased due to the current interest rate environment during the term of the recipient's eligibility.

Application Deadline: April 5
Applications must be returned to KENNETH HUESMANN, PRESIDENT DCSEF, 2824 220TH STREET, STOCKTON, IA 52769. Thank you for your interest in this scholarship. Please contact Kenneth Huesmann at 563-340-2215 or Durant High School Guidance Counselor Kristy Badtram with any scholarship questions. 

Mildred and Marjorie Carstensen Scholarship
Application Form (2020 Current College Students)

Please fill out the requested information as completely and accurately as possible. Type or print legibly.

Full Name
 Date of Birth

Home Address
Telephone

Name of parents or guardians​​​​​​​___________________________________________________
College Attending _____________________________________    Cumulative GPA ________

Current Major___________________________ Av. Hours/Semester ___________________

(Transcripts thru the spring semester will be required prior to funding for the fall semester.)
List college activities in which you participated and any offices held)





List any special honors or recognition which you have received.

List any church, community, or other club activities in which you participated, and the offices you held, if any.











Additional Information
1. In a brief paragraph explain how you intend to finance your college education.

2. In a 200-300 word essay, please describe your career goals and why you are deserving of this scholarship.

3. Please include two letters of recommendation on your behalf for this scholarship. It is recommended that one be from a college faculty member and the other from a community member/organizational leader.
4. Must submit an official transcript.
Please use an attachment to answer the above information.

NOTE:  Because this scholarship is renewable by each recipient who remains eligible as described below, there are years in which no new scholarships can be awarded.  











