
Please Note: These minutes are pending Board approval. 
Board of Education 

Newtown, Connecticut 
 

Minutes of the Board of Education meeting held on March 1, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers, 3 Primrose Street.   
 
 D. Zukowski, Chair    L. Rodrigue 

J. Vouros, Vice Chair      A. Uberti 
D. Ramsey, Secretary    T. Vadas  
R. Harriman (absent)               8  Staff 
D. Cruson              30  Public   

 J. Kuzma      1 Press 
 J. Larkin (absent) 
 C. Savo  
 M. Irvine   
  
Ms. Zukowski called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Dr. Rodrigue joined virtually. 
Item 1 – Pledge of Allegiance 
Item 2 – Celebration of Excellence 
Dr. Rodrigue noted two instances of acts of kindness from students at Newtown High School 
which makes us proud to have such amazing students with great compassion for others.    
Dr. Longobucco was there to share these stories for Marc Marauth, Cameron Whorf and Aidan 
Waaler. 
 
Dr. Longobucco stated that wrestler Marc Maurath graciously allowed a Masuk High School 
wrestler with special needs to pin him and showed the ultimate display of sportsmanship by 
losing a match but making the night for a Masuk wrestler. 
The second highlight is for Cameron Whorf and Aidan Waaler who, for their capstone project, 
were co-captains of a Ragnar relay team with 12 runners to raise money to benefit the charity 
Dylan’s Wings for Change in the name of Dylan Hockley and raised approximately $7,000.   
Below are the links for the videos.   
 
Marc Maurath:  https://www.facebook.com/todd.piccuillo/videos/248611220759311 
 
Aidan Waaler & Cameron Whorf:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sIIw4RyWwIQ  
 
Item 3 – Consent Agenda 
MOTION: Mrs. Kuzma moved that the Board of Education approve the consent agenda which 
includes the donation to Hawley School and the correspondence report.  Mr. Cruson seconded.  
Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Item 4 – Public Participation (none) 
Item 5 – Reports 
Chair Report: Ms. Zukowski spoke about the Hawley HVAC bids which are being reviewed this 
week.  Our budget was modified by the Board of Finance and they recommended that capital 
expenses for technology and facilities be moved from the operational plan to the capital non-
recurring fund.  With this change, the current estimate for the entire budget’s impact on the 
grand list is about 0.44%. 
 
Superintendent’s Report:  Dr. Rodrigue recognized the Board members for Board of Education 
Appreciation Month and thanked them for their volunteer service to the students, staff, and 
members of the community.  She reported on our move to optional masks in the schools and  

https://www.facebook.com/todd.piccuillo/videos/248611220759311
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sIIw4RyWwIQ
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noted that the first day 15% to 20% of staff and students continued to mask.  She thanked staff 
and parents for reviewing the talking points with their children and students.  Regarding the 
certified staffing report, we have one retirement and two additional resignations.   
 
Committee Reports: 
Mr. Cruson reported that the Policy Committee met last Wednesday.  The policies for second 
read were discussed.  At the next meeting they will review the Covid policy and mask policy we 
suspended.   
 
Student Representatives: 
Ms. Savo reported that the Police Department started the student policy academy.  
Congratulations went to the Winterguard for their first place win in Milford. 
 
Mr. Irvine said that Blue and Gold Day was successful.  The Unified Basketball Tournament was 
held along with varsity wrestling taking third place.  The play “Footloose” will be presented 
starting March 17. 
 
Item 6 – Presentations 
SAIL Program: 
Deborah Petersen, Paula Grayson, Maureen Hall and Dr.Longobucco spoke about the SAIL 
Program in the middle and high schools.  It started with five students and now has 17 but have 
serviced up to 30 students.  The program changes year to year. 
 
Mrs. Kuzma asked if they saw any increase in students due to the pandemic 
Mrs. Hall said we had an increase and a struggle to have students return to school. 
 
Dr. Longobucco noted that many who moved from other districts have gone into the SAIL 
Program.  Every student has been affected by Covid.  We have larger numbers in grade nine 
and ten than in eleven and twelve.   
 
World Religions Curriculum: 
Amy Deeb, Social Studies Department Chair introduced Ryan Eberts who spoke about this 
curriculum. 
Mrs. Kuzma asked the average number of students taking this course. 
Mrs. Deeb said there are 100 to 125 sophomores taking this course. 
 
Economics Curriculum: 
Randi Kiely spoke about this curriculum. She teaches this course along with Dave Foss and 
Bob Pattison.   
Mr. Ramsey asked if this information can be shared through other subjects. 
Mrs. Deeb said that as seniors there is a connection in their government classes and they are 
intertwined.  Most seniors take economics, government and psychology and they go hand in 
hand.  
 
Item 7 – Old Business 
Action on Policies: 
MOTION: Mrs. Kuzma moved that the Board of Education approve the English II Curriculum.  
Mr. Ramsey seconded.  Motion passes unanimously.   
 
MOTION: Mrs. Kuzma moved that the Board of Education approve the Composition Through 
Contemporary Issues Curriculum.  Mr. Cruson seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 



Board of Education    -3-    March 1, 2022 
 
Policies: 
MOTION: Mrs. Kuzma moved that the Board of Education approve Policy 4000 Concepts and 
Roles in Personnel.  Mr. Vouros seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
MOTION: Mrs. Kuzma moved that the Board of Education approve Policy 4100 Certified 
Personnel.  Mr. Vouros seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
 
MOTION: Mrs. Kuzma moved that the Board of Education approve Policy 4112.5/4212.5 
Employment and Student Teacher Checks.  Mr. Ramsey seconded.  Motion passes 
unanimously. 
 
Item 8 – New Business 
2022-2023 School Calendar: 
Ms. Zukowski said the question is whether December 14 would be closed, or have no closure 
on December 14 with a closure on September 23 for staff development, or be closed December 
14 with an early dismissal on September 23 for staff development.   
 
Mr. Cruson feels the new superintendent will choose to close and feels the Board should make 
that decision now to close on December 14. 
 
Mr. Ramsey concurred and feels it would be more productive to have a full day devoted to 
professional development. 
Mr. Vouros agreed and asked to hear from Dr. Rodrigue. 
 
Dr. Rodrigue noted a difference in the PD day also.  The first one is Election Day.  The April 
professional development was too late in the year so we moved it to September.  This year we 
closed December 14 and there was a sense of calm.  A few years back we had to evacuate 
Sandy Hook School and it was stressful.  This is only a one year calendar.  Next year is the 
tenth year anniversary and the memorial will be completed.  Teachers want to be together on 
that date.  We would rather have the students at home and teachers have a full professional 
development day.   
 
Mr. Cruson liked the idea and if students are off on the 14th he encouraged that it be a kindness 
day which families can control and give them a chance to give back and find their own way to  
acknowledge the day to have some importance for them. 
 
MOTION: Mrs. Kuzma moved that the Board of Education approve the 2022-2023 School 
Calendar with schools closed for students December 14 with staff development for teachers and 
an early dismissal for students with staff development for teachers on September 23.   
Mr. Cruson seconded.  Motion passes unanimously.  
 
Minutes February 11, 2022: 
MOTION: Mrs. Kuzma moved that the Board of Education approve the minutes of February 11, 
2022.  Mr. Cruson seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Minutes of February 15, 2022: 
MOTION: Mrs. Kuzma moved that the Board of Education approve the minutes of February 15, 
2022.  Mr. Cruson seconded. 
Ms. Zukowski moved to amend the entry for Gaylyn Ruvere at the bottom of page one from 
“supported removing masks in schools for everyone” to “supported keeping masks in school for 
everyone.”  Mr. Cruson seconded.  Vote: 4 ayes, 1 abstained (Mr. Vouros) Motion passes. 
Vote on minutes: 4 ayes, 1 abstained (Mr. Vouros) Motion passes. 
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Item 9 – Public Participation 
Lillian Padilla, 32 Glen Road, grade 8 student, thanked the Board for the work they do and that 
people elected are making sure students get what they need to succeed. 
 
MOTION: Mr. Ramsey moved to adjourn.  Mr. Cruson seconded.  Motion passes unanimously. 
 
Item 10 – Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 8:48 p.m. 
 
       Respectfully submitted: 
 
 
 
       ________________________________ 
               Donald Ramsey 
         Secretary 
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