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March 1, 2021 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE:   

 
 

Kindness Month 

As a culminating activity to Kindness Month, students created a kindness chain that is 

now hung in our school cafeteria. The huge chain consists of ideas for random acts of 

kindness.  
 

Elephant Toothpaste  

Fifth grade science teachers Mrs. Grabowski and Mr. Zangerl conducted a fun 

demonstration for all fifth graders during lunches. The demonstration, called “Elephant 

Toothpaste” was part of a science unit on chemical reactions. During the  demonstration, 

the teachers combined hydrogen peroxide, dish soap, warm water and yeast. The 

chemical reaction that took place resulted in a foamy.   
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Slime in Mrs. Williams Class 

Students in Mrs. Williams class participated in a science lab conducted by Mr. Ruede, 

Science Supervisor. The lab included an experiment called The Case of the Odd Motions. 

The lab enabled students to make magnetic slime out of corn starch, glue and iron oxide.  
 

     
 

 

Remote Snowdays  

During remote snowdays, teachers will post asynchronous assignments, including unified 

arts staff. Students may reach out to their teachers via email if any questions arise 

throughout the day.   
 

 

1:1 District Chromebook Initiative 

All Tolland students in grades three through eight will be provided with a district 

Chromebook. These district Chromebooks will be required for every student. Students 

will need the district Chromebooks as opposed to personally owned devices. Emails 

outlining the 1:1 initiative have been sent to parents and guardians of fourth and fifth 

grade students. An email will be sent to third grade families on January 22. The only 

costs associated with the devices are an optional insurance policy and an optional 

hardshell protective case.  

  

 



Unified Arts Classwork 

Please check your child’s progress via the PowerSchool Portal. Any student with any 

outstanding assignments in any unified arts class (art, music, library and PE) will be 

offered extra time to hand in missing assignments. Staff will be available to assist any 

student with make-up work as needed.  

 

 

 

  



 

T.I.S. CALENDAR 
 

 
 
 

March    
1 Acceptance Month Begins 

       4-5 Early Dismissal Both Days:  Parent-Teacher Conferences 
        12 Pi Day   
        17  Hawk Nests, 11:15 
        17 Coffee with the Principal (see flyer) 
    22-26 Spring Book Fair Sponsored by the PTO 
 26 Wear Your Class Colors Day (3rd=green, 4th=red, 5th=blue) 
 
 

 

  



 

You Are Cordially Invited To: 

 

 

COFFEE WITH THE PRINCIPAL 

2020-2021 

T.I.S. Coffee with the Principal will be VIRTUAL this year.  

  September 23, 2020   February 18, 2021 (Thurs. mtg.)  

  October 21, 2020    March 17, 2021 

  November 18, 2020   April 14, 2021 

  No December meeting   May 19, 2021 (which is a 

  January 20, 2021       special Math meeting) 

(all meetings begin at 10:15 a.m.) 

Please RSVP  

to Pam Babey (pbabey@tolland.k12.ct.us) by the day 

before the meeting date you would like to attend.  You will 

then receive a link to the meeting. 
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NEW INFORMATION  

Join  
Mrs. Webster, K-12 Math Supervisor  

and 
the TIS and TMS Principals,  
Mr. Dineen and Mrs. Grande 

 

 to learn about math placement for incoming 6th, 7th, and 8th graders. 
 

Math Placement Parent 
Meeting 

TIS Coffee with the 
Principal  

TMS Breakfast with the 
Principal  

Date: Thursday April 29, 2021 
 

Time: 6:00-7:00pm 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/9240905772
4?pwd=MUxSTENOM0tTRm8

0V3MrQmt4bmo2UT09 
 

Meeting ID: 924 0905 7724 
Passcode: 3JfW4x 

Date: Wednesday May 19, 
2021 

 

Time: 10:00am - 11:00am 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/964285421
73?pwd=eEJDRDJrVFNKTk

VITmNEeWszblpNZz09 
 

Meeting ID: 964 2854 2173 
Passcode: 0vpDHN 

  

Date: Wednesday May 12, 
2021 

 

Time: 9:00am - 10:00am 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/9675100605
5?pwd=UGVxZ1RtM25DTzRz

RXFGZkJVTUpMdz09 
 

Meeting ID: 967 5100 6055 
Passcode: 1rNz0D 

  

 

You can find more detailed information on our Tolland Public Schools Middle School Math 

Placement website. It can be accessed directly with this link: 

http://tps.sharpschool.net/cms/One.aspx?portalId=891651&pageId=47149004 or by following 

the pathway on the Tolland Public Schools website: Departments, Curriculum, and 

Mathematics.  
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More Reading Ideas from the T.I.S. Reading Department   

Why you should explore graphic novels ...  

 

 
 

The combination of pictures and text inspires a love of reading and books. 
 

The balance of text and pictures eases kids into building stamina for sustained reading. 
This also allows kids who have been turned off to books to finish a whole book! 
 

Graphic novels help to build comprehension and critical thinking skills. 
 

The pictures combined with more advanced vocabulary allow young readers to 
immediately find out what’s happening in the book and graphic novels have more 
complex storylines than picture books. 
 

The art helps to tell the story and build inference.  
     

Engaging artwork creates a bridge to inference for characters’ emotions (they can read 
the facial expressions) and drawings take the place of long descriptive passages 
keeping young readers engaged longer. 
 

Graphic novels can provide a great family bonding opportunity.  
 



You and your child can assume the role of a character and take turns reading the parts 
and discussing the meaning being conveyed in the pictures. Talk about a good time! 
 

Graphic novels inspire creativity and writing. 
 

The fast pace and plot centered action keep the attention of energetic young readers 
and 

inspire them to try writing and drawing their own graphic novels. 

 

  



Unified Arts Update for February 2021 

  Art ~ Library ~ Music ~ Physical Education  

It’s Kindness Month at TIS 

 

 
Ms. Ballard - Art 

In the month of February, the third grade cohort made up of  Babiec, Arner, 

Cyr and Fischer will have Art starting Feb, 22 2021. During this three week 

cohort the students will need to bring their art material to class every day. Students 

should have scissors, a glue stick, a ruler, an eraser, a pencil and a set of markers. 

We will be working on the following projects during this cohort: Paper Quilting, 

Clay Containers, Virtual Wednesday Drawings and a Tempera Painting 

project. 

Remote learners will need to pick up their art materials at the T.I.S. office 

before the cohort begins. Remote learners will need to let the teacher know 

their color choice of glazes and paint they wish to be sent home. If parents do 

not want their child doing clay at home please let me know as soon as possible so 

other plans can be made. See you soon!   

         

Mrs. Hill - Library Media 

During the month of February, the third grade cohort groups of Arner, Babiec, Cyr 

and Fischer will have Library as their Unified Arts special until February 12th; and 

the third grade cohort groups of Koss, LeBlanc and Williams will start Library 

February 22nd. All third grade students will be practicing skills they learned in 

Library back in September such as library arrangement, Destiny searching and 

basic technology applications. In addition, they will show competency in opening, 

editing and turning in assignments for Google docs, slides and forms. Students will 

also complete a short, wild animal research project, write some poetry and 

participate in some STEM challenges.  

The fifth grade cohort group of Grabowski, Racco and Yaglowski will start their 

next Library classes mid-March. *EVEN IF YOUR STUDENT DOES NOT 

HAVE LIBRARY AS A SPECIAL, THE LIBRARY IS ALWAYS 



AVAILABLE! Your student is encouraged to put books on hold at school or 

at home and the library staff will deliver the books to their classroom! So 

easy!  

 
 

Ms. Baker - General Music and Grade 5 Chorus           
 

 

                     Always Celebrating Diversity!  
 

Let’s Welcome my student teacher Ms. V 
 

Grade 3 general music:   The third grade students in Mrs. Koss’s, Mrs. William’s, and 

Mr. LeBlanc’s classes  are working hard on learning to read eighth notes, sixteenth notes 

and syncopated rhythms. They are learning folk songs, folk dances and fables related to 

colonial Tolland. Third graders are experiencing music through movement, playing non-

pitched percussion and using boomwhackers. 

There will be no grade 3 concert. 
 

Grade 4 general music: Starting in April the fourth graders will be learning about the 

music and geography of Africa, Asia and Europe. They will be playing games, 

instruments, dancing and singing songs from those continents and cultures. 
 



Grade 5 general music: It's Ukulele Time!!!! Starting in February the fifth graders 

are very excited to start learning the ukuleles. They will learn to read chord charts and 

tabs. The ukulele unit will be integrated with the music, instruments and culture of 

Hawaii. 

 
 

Grade 5 Chorus:   We will be doing in person chorus on Thursday mornings at 8:30 in 

room 136. Remote students are asked to join via google classroom. The grade 5 chorus 

members have been asking to meet earlier in the morning in order to have more time 

working on music. I will send out an email if we extend our chorus time. 

 Thank you, Ms. Baker 
 

**At this time we are not planning a live concert for third grade. Please watch this 

Unified Arts page for future updates. 
 

                                  
 

 

Mrs. Marchesani - 4th and 5th Grade Band/4th Grade 

Chorus 

 

Grade 4 Chorus:  4th grade chorus continues to meet on Wednesdays. The google 

meet begins at 12:15 and ends at 12:45.  Click on the meet link in the 4th grade 

Chorus Google Classroom to join the meet. Please email 

nmarchesani@tolland.k12.ct.us if you want to participate in 4th grade Chorus and 

Mrs. Marchesani will send you an invite! 

mailto:nmarchesani@tolland.k12.ct.us


 

Grade 4 Band:  Wind instrument classes began during the week of February 1st! 

Students have  attended their first Band class and are very excited to be in Band. 

We are in the process of learning how to safely assemble and disassemble our 

instruments and to produce a first sound on the instrument. Most of the 

Percussionists had a head start and they are able to play several melodies on the 

bells and perform snare drum rhythms with a steady beat!  

It’s not too late to sign up for 4th grade Band. Here is the link: 

https://forms.gle/jhgPv9cqpJP81HCv8 

 If you need to rent an instrument, please see this 

link:  https://gerrysmusicshop.com/rentals/    

• An Instrument   

• A Red Standard of Excellence book for your instrument 

• Music Stand for home practice is optional  

• Reeds, cork grease, valve oil, slide oil etc. depending on which 

instrument 
 

Being part of the band means that each week, students have  SMALL GROUP 

instruction time whether you are an in-person learner or a remote learner.  This 

year, we are using a rotating pull-out schedule during the school day. 4th grade 

Band Students will have their Band class on a fixed day of the week (either 

Tuesday or Friday)  but the time of the class will change weekly.  We are using 

special music masks and bell covers on our instruments when we play in school 

just like Band members in TMS and THS. Band is a graded class.  60 minutes per 

week of Home Practice is recommended for success and is an important 

commitment for students to make.  

Any questions?  Contact Mrs. Marchesani:  nmarchesani@tolland.k12.ct.us 

Grade 5 Band:   The 5th Grade Band small group classes have been meeting in 

person in Mrs. Marchesani’s room and remote from home students are included in 

the schedule.  We are using a rotating pull out schedule so Band students do not 

miss the same class every week. We are using special music masks and bell covers 

on our instruments when we play in school just like Band members in TMS and 

THS.  Students are mastering the “Concert Eb Scale Preps for Beginning Band” by 

Mike Hannickel.  “Regal March” is sounding very good and students are more 

https://forms.gle/jhgPv9cqpJP81HCv8
https://gerrysmusicshop.com/rentals/


comfortable with 1st and 2nd endings.  At the end of February, we will start 

learning “Montego Bay”.  

Inclement Weather policy:  On early dismissal or late start days, small group Band 

classes WILL  meet.  Please contact me anytime with questions or 

concerns!  nmarchesani@tolland.k12.ct.us    860-870-6885 x 40226 

 

Mr. Downing – Physical Education   

Fifth grade: Students will be engaged in an exercise routine consisting of a 

warmup and exercises designed to elevate the heart rate.  The five components of 

health related fitness will be stressed.  The students will also be playing several 

invasion games.  Teamwork and sportsmanship will be the focus.   

. 
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CALENDAR FOR 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR (can also 
be found on school websites) 

 



 



WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE TOLLAND PUBLIC 

LIBRARY?? 

 

 



 

  



TIS SPIRIT DAYS! 

 
November 20

TH 

 HAT DAY 

 
 

 

December 22
nd
  Crazy/Silly 

Sweater Day 

 
 

January 29
th
   Sports Team 

Day 

 

 
March 12

th
 PI Day 

 

 

 

April 30
th
   College Spirit Day 

 
 

May 21
st
 Patriotic Day 

 

 
 

June 11
th
  Wacky Tacky Day 
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News from the Cafeteria 

 

DID YOU KNOW… 
 

BGP & TIS serves breakfast every day that lunch is served at school? 
 

 Both Breakfast & Lunch are Free to All students at this time? 
 

You can order both meals on all remote learning days? 
 

 
 

MAKE MORNINGS EASY! 
 

Please see the Free School Meal Flyer for more information. 
  

 If you ever have a question regarding meals in Tolland Schools, please contact, Abby 
Kassman-Harned, Food Service Director at 860-870-6854 or aharned@tolland.k12.ct.us 
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Tolland Intermediate School 

Photo Release Form 

2020-2021 

Please do not release any photos of my child in the 

following media 

(check all that apply): 

 

_____ Yearbook 

 

_____ Outside Media Sources 

 

_____Tolland Public Schools Superintendent’s Bulletin/T.I.S. Digital Backpack 

 

 _____ Tolland Intermediate School Website 

 

***This form does not need to be returned if photos 

can be used in all of the above media areas. 

Name________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature_______________________ 

Teacher______________________________________ 

 

 



 

The End   

  

 

 


