
 

9th Grade Novel Summaries 

The Book Thief: Markus Zusack 

It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its breath. Death has never been busier, 

and will become busier still. 

Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living outside of Munich, who scratches out a meager 

existence for herself by stealing when she encounters something she can’t resist–books. With the 

help of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to read and shares her stolen books with her 

neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the Jewish man hidden in her basement. 

 

Monster: Walter Dean Myers 

This New York Times bestselling novel from acclaimed author Walter Dean Myers tells the 

story of Steve Harmon, a teenage boy in juvenile detention and on trial. Presented as a screenplay 

of Steve's own imagination, and peppered with journal entries, the book shows how one single 

decision can change our whole lives. 

 

Mosquitoland: David Arnold 

After the sudden collapse of her family, Mim Malone is dragged from her home in northern 

Ohio to the “wastelands” of Mississippi, where she lives in a medicated milieu with her dad and new 

stepmom. Before the dust has a chance to settle, she learns her mother is sick back in Cleveland. 

So she ditches her new life and hops aboard a northbound Greyhound bus to her real home and her 

real mother, meeting a quirky cast of fellow travelers along the way. But when her thousand-mile 

journey takes a few turns she could never see coming, Mim must confront her own demons, 

redefining her notions of love, loyalty, and what it means to be sane. 

 

Life of Pi: Yann Martel 

The son of a zookeeper, Pi Patel has an encyclopedic knowledge of animal behavior and a 

fervent love of stories. When Pi is sixteen, his family emigrates from India to North America aboard a 

Japanese cargo ship, along with their zoo animals bound for new homes. 

The ship sinks. Pi finds himself alone in a lifeboat, his only companions a hyena, an 

orangutan, a wounded zebra, and Richard Parker, a 450-pound Bengal tiger. Soon the tiger has 

dispatched all but Pi, whose fear, knowledge, and cunning allow him to coexist with Richard Parker 

for 227 days while lost at sea. When they finally reach the coast of Mexico, Richard Parker flees to 

the jungle, never to be seen again. The Japanese authorities who interrogate Pi refuse to believe his 

story and press him to tell them "the truth." After hours of coercion, Pi tells a second story, a story 

much less fantastical, much more conventional--but is it more true? 

 

Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close: Jonathan Safran Foer 

Nine-year-old Oskar Schell has embarked on an urgent, secret mission that will take him 

through the five boroughs of New York. His goal is to find the lock that matches a mysterious key 

that belonged to his father, who died in the World Trade Center on the morning of September 11. 

This seemingly impossible task will bring Oskar into contact with survivors of all sorts on an 

exhilarating, affecting, often hilarious, and ultimately healing journey. 



 
 
 
 
 

All the Bright Places: Jennifer Niven 

Theodore Finch is fascinated by death. Every day he thinks of ways he might kill himself, but 

every day he also searches for—and manages to find—something to keep him here, and alive, and 

awake. 

Violet Markey lives for the future, counting the days until graduation, when she can escape 

her small Indiana town and her aching grief in the wake of her sister’s recent death. 

When Finch and Violet meet on the ledge of the bell tower at school—six stories above the 

ground— it’s unclear who saves whom. Soon it’s only with Violet that Finch can be himself. And it’s 

only with Finch that Violet can forget to count away the days and start living them. But as Violet’s 

world grows, Finch’s begins to shrink. . . . 

 

Things Fall Apart: Chinua Achebe 

Things Fall Apart is the first of three novels in Chinua Achebe's critically acclaimed African 

Trilogy. It is a classic narrative about Africa's cataclysmic encounter with Europe as it establishes a 

colonial presence on the continent. Told through the fictional experiences of Okonkwo, a wealthy 

and fearless Igbo warrior of Umuofia in the late 1800s, Things Fall Apart explores one man's futile 

resistance to the devaluing of his Igbo traditions by British political and religious forces and his 

despair as his community capitulates to the powerful new order. 

With more than 20 million copies sold and translated into fifty-seven languages, Things Fall 

Apart provides one of the most illuminating and permanent monuments to African experience. 

Achebe does not only capture life in a pre-colonial African village, he conveys the tragedy of the loss 

of that world while broadening our understanding of our contemporary realities. 

 

Animal Farm: George Orwell 

A farm is taken over by its overworked, mistreated animals. With flaming idealism and stirring 

slogans, they set out to create a paradise of progress, justice, and equality. Thus the stage is set for 

one of the most telling satiric fables ever penned—a razor-edged fairy tale for grown-ups that 

records the evolution from revolution against tyranny to a totalitarianism just as terrible. 

When Animal Farm was first published, Stalinist Russia was seen as its target. Today it is 

devastatingly clear that wherever and whenever freedom is attacked, under whatever banner, the 

cutting clarity and savage comedy of George Orwell’s masterpiece have a meaning and message 

still ferociously fresh. 

 

Lord of the Flies: William Golding 

At the dawn of the next world war, a plane crashes on an uncharted island, stranding a group 

of schoolboys. At first, with no adult supervision, their freedom is something to celebrate. This far 

from civilization they can do anything they want. Anything. But as order collapses, as strange howls 

echo in the night, as terror begins its reign, the hope of adventure seems as far removed from reality 

as the hope of being rescued. 

 

 

 

 



Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet: Jamie Ford ****only PreAP/Honors 

In the opening pages of Jamie Ford’s stunning debut novel, Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and 

Sweet, Henry Lee comes upon a crowd gathered outside the Panama Hotel, once the gateway to 

Seattle’s Japantown. It has been boarded up for decades, but now the new owner has made an 

incredible discovery: the belongings of Japanese families, left when they were rounded up and sent 

to internment camps during World War II. As Henry looks on, the owner opens a Japanese parasol. 

This simple act takes old Henry Lee back to the 1940s, at the height of the war, when young 

Henry’s world is a jumble of confusion and excitement, and to his father, who is obsessed with the 

war in China and having Henry grow up American. While “scholarshipping” at the exclusive Rainier 

Elementary, where the white kids ignore him, Henry meets Keiko Okabe, a young Japanese 

American student. Amid the chaos of blackouts, curfews, and FBI raids, Henry and Keiko forge a 

bond of friendship–and innocent love–that transcends the long-standing prejudices of their Old 

World ancestors. And after Keiko and her family are swept up in the evacuations to the internment 

camps, she and Henry are left only with the hope that the war will end, and that their promise to 

each other will be kept. 

Forty years later, Henry Lee is certain that the parasol belonged to Keiko. In the hotel’s dark 

dusty basement he begins looking for signs of the Okabe family’s belongings and for a long-lost 

object whose value he cannot begin to measure. Now a widower, Henry is still trying to find his 

voice–words that might explain the actions of his nationalistic father; words that might bridge the gap 

between him and his modern, Chinese American son; words that might help him confront the 

choices he made many years ago. 

Set during one of the most conflicted and volatile times in American history, Hotel on the 

Corner of Bitter and Sweet is an extraordinary story of commitment and enduring hope. In Henry and 

Keiko, Jamie Ford has created an unforgettable duo whose story teaches us of the power of 

forgiveness and the human heart 


