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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE:   

PJ Day for the Kids 

 

Thank you to the T.I.S. Community for the outstanding participation displayed during PJ 
Day for the Kids. The TIS Community collected a record $1479.75 for Connecticut 
Children’s Medical Center. This year’s PJ Day was even more meaningful for us than 
usual as one of our students is currently undergoing treatment for cancer. As a school 
community we proudly wore stickers in support of one of our own HAWK Community 
members.   
 

At the outset of PJ Day teachers read a statement to their classes explaining why we 
would all be wearing stickers on PJ Day. The statement included a very basic 
explanation of cancer, the impact treatment may have on an individual's energy level as 
well as some information about our community members battling cancer. 
 

Morning Drop Off  
 

Please keep in mind that during drop off, some students may take a little extra time 
gathering their materials and exiting cars. Please do not pass cars in the drop off lane 
as there are many pedestrians walking in our lot each morning.  
   

Student Agendas Have Arrived! 

 After being delayed in shipping since August, our Tolland Intermediate School student 
agendas have arrived. Due to the delay in shipping, the agenda manufacturer has 
agreed to reduce the cost of our agendas by 40%. The cost of agendas is $2.00 per 
student. If you have not already submitted payment for your child’s agenda, please 
submit a check for $2.00 made out to TIS SAA, at your earliest convenience. Thank 
you  
 

Video Announcements 

We will soon begin producing our Friday video announcements. Members of the Tolland 
Intermediate School Technology Club, work together to produce weekly video 
announcements, Our video announcements include students announcing daily lunch 
menus, other school related news and our Friday jokes. Video announcements are 
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produced by technology club members, along with club advisor Miss Yaglowski. Our 
video announcements are viewed by all classrooms via SMART Boards.  
 

CogAT 

Our third grade students will soon be taking a cognitive ability test called the 
CogAT.  The CogAT consists of three 30 minute tests, a verbal battery, a quantitative 
battery, and a non verbal battery.  This information will be used to help teachers adapt 
instructional methods, learning materials, and the pace of instruction to the individual 
needs of the student so that students can learn more effectively. The results of the 
CogAT will also be used to help identify academically gifted students, which is 
mandated by state statute. 
 

PowerSchool Portal Closed 12/7 - 12/16 

The Powerschool Portal will be closed December 7 through December 16. During this 
time, teachers will work on completing first trimester grades. The portal will reopen on 
the morning of December 16. 
 

Winter Weather  
It is important that students come to school dressed appropriately for winter weather. 
Students will go outside for recess unless it is raining, or if the temperature and wind 
chill combine for a temperature less than 20 degrees.  
 
 
 
  



         

 

 

T.I.S. Calendar 

  December 

 

 7 Picture Retakes 

 

 8 Winter Swag Day 

 

 8 Early Release, 12:40 dismissal 

 

 10 District-Wide P.J. Day ($1  

   Donation to CCMC optional) 

 

 15 Coffee With the Principal, 9:30 

 

 23 Early Release, 12:40 dismissal 

 

- - - - 

   

NO SCHOOL December 24-January 2 

(students back on Monday, Jan. 3) 
 



       



 

 

 

  



FROM OUR MATH INTERVENTION DEPARTMENT 

 

We’ve been busy in math intervention the past few weeks diving deeper into 
grade-level concepts, and learning new strategies.  

The third graders have been doing a lot of work with addition and subtraction 
within 100, including word problems. Students worked on identifying the key information 
in a story problem, and organizing that information in a graphic organizer in order to 
visualize the math that was needed for the problem. Students have also been learning a 
lot of strategies to help them with subtraction that involves regrouping. Students got 
really into the “Race to Zero” game that involved practicing subtraction with 2-digit 
numbers. The excitement and anticipation during the final rounds of the game were 
almost too much to handle! 

Fourth grade has shifted the focus from basic 2-digit multiplication strategies to 
tackling multiplication & division word problems. These students have also been 
working on identifying the key information in a story problem, and organizing that 
information into a graphic organizer. Students then create an equation to represent the 
question being asked, and label their answer with the correct units. There are a lot of 
steps to these word problems and students are working hard to make sure they are 
filling in the graphic organizer and equations to accurately represent the story problem.  

Fifth graders have been doing a lot of work with fractions in recent weeks, 
including creating and building different fractions out of strips of construction paper. 
We’ve been working on comparing fractions with unlike denominators, finding 
equivalent fractions, and adding & subtracting fractions and mixed numbers with unlike 
denominators. Students were really engaged when playing the memory/matching game 
we played that involved matching a fraction picture card with the fraction number card 
that the picture represented.  
    We have recently started a “Reflex Challenge” in intervention, that rewards students 
for completing their green lights or at least 20 minutes of practice on reflex per day. 
Every 5 greenlights/20 min sessions a student has, they will receive a hawk card. There 
will also be a competition between each of the intervention groups for the group that 
completes the most greenlight/20 min sessions!  
 

Here are some helpful links to support math learning at home: 
Reflex Link 

Grade 3 Unit 3 Overview 

Grade 4 Unit 3 Overview 

Grade 5 Unit 3 Overview 

 

  

https://www.reflexmath.com/
https://www.mathlearningcenter.org/sites/default/files/documents/family/PAR-BR3-U3.pdf
https://www.mathlearningcenter.org/sites/default/files/documents/family/PAR-BR4-U3.pdf
https://www.mathlearningcenter.org/sites/default/files/documents/family/PAR-BR5-U3.pdf


 



 
https://youtu.be/DnJjDESe0uo  



FROM LAST WEEK’S DIGITAL BACKPACK: 

FROM THE READING DEPARTMENT 
 

                                 Happy Holidays Tolland Readers! 
 

It’s December which means we’re entering peak book giving time. Giving 
books as gifts is a great way to help raise kids who read. If you’re looking 
for some new suggestions, just click on the link below for a comprehensive 
look at the Best Books of 2021 from the School Library Journal. There’s 
even a handy downloadable guide just below the brightly colored category 
section.  And… for parents looking for  ways to actively help their young 
readers, we’ve included instructions for corrective feedback. 
 

Best Books 2021 
 

Corrective Feedback for parental buddy reading: 
 

Step 1: Find a well rested child with a full belly, a good book and a quiet 
spot. 

Step 2: Take turns alternating reading one sentence at a time.  

              (This allows the child to balance decoding with comprehension.) 

Step 3: The listener waits until the reader finishes reading the sentence 
and if the   

              readers' words do not match the text exactly (100%)... 
Step 4: The listener politely says, “Again, please!”. 

Step 5: If the reader does not correct the word on the second read, the 
partner may 

              help by asking the child to spell the word aloud (This focuses 
attention on all 

              the letters and usually results in the correct word). If it’s a word the 
child most                        

https://www.slj.com/?page=best-books-2021&utm_source=editorial&utm_medium=SLJTW&utm_term=&utm_content=&utm_campaign=articles


              likely doesn’t know the meaning of, or if things are getting tense, 
it’s better to 

              just correct the error. 
 

Readers who lose their place or guess at words while reading should be 
encouraged to track their reading with a finger or small piece of paper. 
Covering prefixes and suffixes helps readers to identify the base word for 
meaning and word structure. 
 

Happy Bookmas from the T.I.S. Reading Department! 
 

                                                            
 

  



 

Tolland Intermediate School 

96 Old Post Road 

Tolland, CT  06084 

860.870-6885                               

Attention: 4th Grade Students and Families 

4th Grade Chorus Sign-Up Information 

 

     I am very excited that we can start 4th Grade Chorus!  

     4th Grade Chorus meets 1 day per week. (Band students: you can sing in the Chorus, too!)   4th 

Grade Chorus meets on Friday mornings from 8:00 to 8:40 a.m. in the Cafeteria.  A small second 

section for students who cannot be dropped off before school will meet during the 4th grade recess 

time in Mrs. Marchesani’s room. According to the State of CT guidelines, Chorus members will sing 

with masks on and be spaced 3 feet apart. The Spring concert will be an evening performance, date 

TBA. 4th Grade Chorus begins on Friday, December 10, 2021! 

 Student Responsibilities:  

• Understand that Chorus is a year-long commitment 

• Attend weekly rehearsals  

• Follow basic music room guidelines 

           Respect others, yourself, and all materials 

           Always do your best work 

                Always use your best manners  

• Stay on task during rehearsals 

 

Chorus Benefits 

• Develop proper singing techniques & healthy vocal habits 

• Singing two, three or four part rounds & partner songs 

• Learn how to read basic notation 

• Refine performance skills  

• Experience movement & expression 

• Experience & enjoy a wide variety of music 

• Have lots of fun !!!!!!!!!! 

To sign up:  Send the Chorus Contract  (page 2)  back to TIS by Friday, December 3rd.   

 Chorus is open to anyone in fourth grade. No audition required!  Students that sign up for chorus 

are “instant members.” 

     I am looking forward to a great chorus year!  Please contact me during the school year if you 

have any questions or concerns. 

Sincerely,  

Mrs. Norma Marchesani                       

nmarchesani@tolland.k12.ct.us or 860-870-6885, x 40226. 

 

KEEP THIS PAGE 

mailto:nmarchesani@tolland.k12.ct.us


 

 
Tolland Intermediate School 

96 Old Post Road 

Tolland, CT  06084 

860.870-6885 

 

Student______________________________________________________     

 

 Classroom Teacher_____________________________________________ 

 

The following questions will help me with scheduling and music planning. Remember: no 

previous experience is necessary! ☺ 

 

What was your favorite song in 2nd or 3rd grade?  

 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Do you prefer Morning Chorus (Friday 8:00-8:40 a.m.) or Recess Chorus?  

 

 Please circle:   Morning        Recess (recess Chorus is limited to 10 students)  

 
*Morning Chorus is most highly recommended. Students have less than 25 minutes of 

rehearsal time at recess* 

**************Chorus Contract************** 

 

I understand that every Chorus member is important to the success of the group. The 4th 

Grade Chorus is incomplete unless I attend my weekly rehearsals and scheduled 

performance(s). I fully understand my responsibilities and agree to all the policies of the 

4th Grade Chorus.  

 

_______________________________  _______________________________ 

Student Signature      Parent/Guardian Signature 

        

Best telephone number _______________ Email___________________________ 

 

Please indicate any additional comments/concerns/accommodations needed 

below.  

Return This Page to Mrs. Marchesani 



FROM OUR SCHOOL NURSE 
 

During the end of October, November, and December hearing 
and vision screenings will be taking place in Tolland Public 
Schools.  
 

Students will have vision screenings performed with a 20-second 
scan via the PediaVision scanner as performed by a trained 
Tolland Lions Club member. This screening is capable of 
screening for astigmatism, nearsightedness, farsightedness, lazy 
eye, misalignment of the eyes and pupil size anomalies.  
 

The scanner is held 3 feet away from children so there is no direct 
physical contact. All of the screening is also done in the presence 
of the school nurse.  
 

For any student who screens outside of normal, a printout and 
referral letter will be sent home. For students currently under care 
for vision, this printout can be provided at their next exam.  
 

For hearing screening, students will be screened by the school 
nurse. Any student who does not pass initial hearing screening 
will be rescreened by the RN prior to a referral letter being sent 
home.  
 

For any questions about this screening process, please reach out 
to your school nurse, Paula Feyerharm, RN at pfeyerharm@ 
tolland.k12.ct.us or 860.870.6891 ext 2.  
 

 

  



 

You Are Cordially Invited To: 

 

 

COFFEE WITH THE PRINCIPAL 

2021-2022 

T.I.S. Coffee with the Principal will be VIRTUAL this year.  

 Meeting Dates: 

  October 27, 2021    February 9, 2022 

  No November Meeting   March 23, 2022 

  December 15, 2021   April 27, 2022 

  January 26, 2022    May 25, 2022 

(all meetings begin at 10:15 a.m.) 

Please RSVP  

to Pam Babey (pbabey@tolland.k12.ct.us) by the day 

before the meeting date you would like to attend.  You will 

then receive a link to the meeting. Please join us! 
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 1 Million Bottle Caps: 

Donate Your Bottle Caps to Keep Our Ocean 
Environment  healthy and safe for everyone.  

 

 
 

    New  Date:  October 1st - June 2022 

 

Please empty your bottle caps (no plastic bags) into the bins 
around the school 

 

Acceptable Types of Bottle Caps:  
 

 

• Beverage bottle caps  
(water, soda, juice, sports drinks) 

• Milk and juice jug caps 
• Medicine caps (no labels) 
• Detergents caps  
• Hair spray and spray paint caps 
• Toothpaste/ointment tube caps 
• Apple sauce pouch caps 
• Flip-top/spout caps (ketchup, mustard, creamer) 
• Shampoo and conditioner caps 
• Peanut butter jar caps  



 



 

 



 

 

The End 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


