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ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT

A. PHILOSOPHY

The Gallia Academy High School Athletic Department seeks to provide a well-organized program of interscholastic sports.  The program is student oriented with student benefits being the main goal.  Tangible and intangible values will be stressed with the ultimate objective being the production of a student-athlete who is better equipped to face a competitive, changing world.

B. OBJECTIVES

1. To instill a competitive spirit in our athletes.

2. To teach and foster an attitude of good sportsmanship.

3. To encourage participation and involvement by as many students as possible in our athletic program.

4. To learn the value of self-discipline, teamwork, and sacrifice in life as well as athletics.

5. To set a high standard of personal values for our athletes to attain.

6. To encourage school spirit, pride, good sportsmanship, and support from the faculty and student body.

7. To encourage community pride and support of our athletic program.

C. SPORTSMANSHIP

Sportsmanship, ethics, and integrity are the number one priority of the Gallia Academy High School Athletic Department.  It is the responsibility of the coaches, students, parents, fans, spirit groups, media, officials, administrators, and the board of education to provide examples of good sportsmanship, acceptable behavior, and ways to promote good sportsmanship.  Participation in athletics is a privilege.  Student-athletes are expected to conduct themselves in an exemplary manner while participating.

D. EXPECTATIONS OF ATHLETES

Athletes representing Gallia Academy High School must realize their conduct is a reflection of themselves, their school, and their community.  Therefore Gallia Academy High School athletes shall:

1. Have a high standard of social behavior.

2. Display proper sportsmanship in defeat, as well as in victory.

3. Respect authority - parents, officials, coaches, teachers, and administrators.

4. Have a proper spirit of cooperation.

5. Be dedicated to hard work and training.

6. Display proper behavior in school and all school related activities.

SPORTSMANSHIP IS EVERYONE’S RESPONSIBILITY

E. COACHES

1. Always set a good example for participants and fans to follow, exemplifying the highest moral and ethical behavior.

2. Instruct participants in proper sportsmanship responsibilities and demand that they make sportsmanship the number one priority.

3. Respect judgment of contest officials, abide by rules of the event, and display no behavior that could incite fans.

4. Treat opposing coaches, participants, and fans with respect.  Shake hands with officials and the opposing coach.

5. Develop and enforce penalties for participants who do not abide by sportsmanship standards.

F. PARTICIPANTS

1. Treat opponents with respect.  Shake hands prior to and after contests.  Do not embarrass, demean, taunt, or intimidate your opponent with ridiculing motions, finger pointing, or trash talking.

2. Respect judgment of contest officials, abide by rules of the event, and display no behavior that could incite fans. 

3. Cooperate with officials, coaches, and fellow participants to conduct a fair contest.

4. Accept seriously the responsibility and privilege of representing school and community; display positive public actions at all times.

5. Live up to the high standard of sportsmanship established by the coach.

G. PARENTS, OTHER FANS

1. Realize that a ticket is a privilege to observe a contest and support high school activities, not a license to verbally assault others or be generally obnoxious.

2. Respect decisions made by contest officials.  Be an exemplary role model by positively supporting teams in every manner possible, including content of cheers and signs.

3. Applaud during introduction of players, coaches, and officials.

4. Recognize players’ performance with applause, regardless of team.

5. Do not blame the loss of the game on officials, coaches, or participants.

6. Do not use profanity or displays of anger that draw attention away from the game.

7. Show concern for an injured player, regardless of team.

8. Encourage surrounding fans to display only sportsmanlike behavior and respect all fans, coaches and participants. 

9. Treat competition as just a game.

10. Be a fan, not a fanatic.

H. SPIRIT GROUPS

1. Stimulate desired crowd response using only positive cheers, signs, and praise without antagonizing or demeaning opponents.

2. Treat opposing spirit groups and fans with respect.

3. Recognize outstanding performances on either side of the playing field or court.

4. Know rules and strategies of the contest in order to cheer at proper times.

5. Maintain enthusiasm and composure; serve as a role model.

I. OFFICIALS

1. Accept role in an unassuming manner.  Showboating and over officiating are not acceptable. 

2. Maintain confidence and poise, controlling contest from start to finish.

3. Know rules thoroughly and abide by established code of ethics.

4. Shake hands with coaches of both teams before contest.

5. Never exhibit emotions or argue with participants/coaches when enforcing rules.

J. SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS

6. Develop a program for teaching and promoting the ideals and fundamentals of good sportsmanship within the school, the league/conference, and state.

7. Provide appropriate supervisory personnel for each interscholastic event.

8. Support participants, coaches, and fans who teach and display good sportsmanship.

9. Recognize exemplary behavior and actively discourage undesirable conduct by participants, coaches, and fans.

10. Attend events whenever possible.

K. THE ROLE OF PARENTS IN INTERSCHOLASTIC ATHLETICS

1. Make sure your children know that win or lose, scared or heroic, you love them, appreciate their efforts, and are not disappointed in them.  This will allow them to do their best without fear of failure.  Be the person in their life they can look to for constant positive reinforcement. 

2. Try your best to be completely honest about your child’s athletic ability, competitive attitude, sportsmanship, and actual skill level. 

3. Be helpful but don’t coach them.  It’s tough not to, but it is a lot rougher for the child to be flooded with advice and critical instruction. 

4. Teach them to enjoy the thrill of competition, to be “out there trying.”  Teach them to work to improve their skills and attitudes.  Help them develop the feeling for competing, for trying hard, for having fun. 

5. Try not to relive your athletic life through your child in a way that creates pressure; you lost as well as won.  You were frightened, you backed off at times, and you were not always heroic.  Don’t pressure your child because of your pride.  Athletic children need their parents, so you must not withdraw.  Remember, there are thinking, feeling, sensitive, and free spirits out there in those uniforms who need a lot of understanding, especially when their world turns bad.  If they are comfortable with you win or lose, then they are on their way to maximum achievement and enjoyment. 

6. Don’t compete with the coach.  If your child is receiving mixed messages from two different authority figures, he/she will likely become disenchanted.

7. Don’t compare the skill, courage, or attitude of your child with other members of the team.

8. Get to know the coach(es).  Then you can be assured that his/her philosophy, attitudes, ethics and knowledge are such that you are happy to have your child under his/her leadership.

9. Always remember that children tend to exaggerate, both when praised and when criticized.  Temper your reaction and investigate before overreacting.

10. Make a point of understanding courage and the fact that it is relative.  Some of us climb mountains and are afraid to fly.  Some of us will fly but turn to jelly if a bee approaches.  Everyone is frightened in certain areas.  Explain that courage is not the absence of fear, but a means of doing something in spite of fear and discomfort.

L. COMMUNICATIONS FROM COACHES TO PARENTS

1. Philosophy of the coach

2. Expectations the coach has for your child as well as all players on the squad

3. Locations and times of all practices and contests

4. Team requirements (fees, special equipment, off-season conditioning)

5. Procedure should your child be injured

6. Discipline that results in the denial of your child’s participation

M. COMMUNICATIONS FROM PARENTS TO COACHES

11. Concerns expressed directly to the coach

12. Notification of any schedule conflicts well in advance

13. Specific concerns in regard to a coach’s philosophy and/or expectations

N. APPROPRIATE CONCERNS TO DISCUSS WITH COACHES

14. The treatment of your child, mentally and physically

15. Ways to help your child improve

16. Concerns about your child’s behavior

O. ISSUES NOT APPROPRIATE TO DISCUSS WITH COACHES

17. Playing time

18. Team Strategy

19. Play Calling

20. Other student-athletes

P. APPROPRIATE PROCEDURE FOR DISCUSSING CONCERNS WITH COACHES

21. Call to set up an appointment with the coach (contact the athletic administrator to set up the meeting if unable to reach the coach)

22. Do not confront a coach before or after a contest or practice, as these can be emotional times for all parties involved and do not promote resolution.

Q. IF MEETING WITH COACH DOES NOT PROVIDE SATISFACTORY RESOLUTION

23. Call to set up an appointment with the athletic administrator or activities director.

24. Determine the appropriate next step at this meeting.

ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT POLICIES, RULES AND REGULATIONS

A. COACHES’ POLICIES, RULES AND REGULATIONS

Prior to the beginning of each sport season, each head coach shall clarify and explain his policies, rules and regulations to all participating students.  A printed copy shall be handed to each participant.  Copies of the same must be submitted to the Principal and Athletic Director in advance of the presentation.  A signature verifying receipt of the rules will be obtained from the participant and their parent/guardian.  The coach will file these signatures in the Athletic Director’s office.

B. REMOVAL OF PLAYER FROM SQUAD

1. Students may be removed from an extracurricular activity for a violation of school rules. 

2. The advisor of the activity shall notify the student of the intent to remove the pupil from the activity and the reason(s) for his removal.

3. The advisor shall provide the pupil the opportunity to present his version of the incident.

4. The advisor shall notify the parent, guardian, or custodian of the removal.  The notice shall include the reason for removal and the right to appeal the decision.

5. The advisor shall establish rules for the activity under which a student may be removed.  These rules will be in addition to those established for the entire school.

6. Appeals to the decision of the advisor must be made in writing within 48 hours of the date of notification.  Appeals should be made to the Athletic Director.  In cases where the Athletic Director was involved in the discipline, the Athletic Director’s designee will hear the appeal.

7. The Athletic Director will notify in writing, the parent, guardian, or custodian of this pupil of the decision rendered.

8. In all cases, the above sequence of appeals must be followed.

9. The decision of the Athletic Director/designee is final.  No further appeals may be made.

10. The advisor has the right to remove an athlete from immediate participation if the athlete’s presence poses a continuing danger to persons or property or an ongoing threat of disrupting school or any school sponsored event held on or off school property.  In this type of short-term removal, the procedures listed in this section do not apply.

C. TICKET PROCEDURES

1. Tickets, prices

a. Student tickets are sold at the gate.  Prices are recommended by the Athletic Board to the Board of Education.

b. General admission tickets are sold at the gate.

c. Reserve seats are sold in advance in the Principal’s office.  Prices are recommended by the Athletic Board to the Board of Education.

(1) The GAHS Athletic Department assumes the responsibility for selling both football and basketball reserve seats.  Tickets will go on sale three (3) weeks prior to the first game.

(2) The following order of preference will be followed:

(a) GAHS Athletic Boosters Club Super Boosters will be given first opportunity to buy tickets on a first come first served basis.  The first day will be reserved for this group.

(b) Parents of players, cheerleaders, and band members will be next on a first come first served basis.  The second day will be reserved for them. 

(c) After the first two days, seats will go on sale to the General Public on a first come first served basis.

(3) There will be a limit of ten (10) football reserve seats that may be purchased per individual, on the first day of sales.  After the first day an unlimited number of football seats may be purchased.  Due to the limited number of basketball seats, individuals and businesses will be permitted to purchase a maximum of four (4) basketball reserve seats.

(4) A block of seats will be set aside for complimentary reserve seat ticket holders.  Complimentary tickets will be given as follows:

(d) Superintendent - 2 each

(e) High School Principal - 2 each

(f) Asst. High School Principal(s) - 2 each

(g) School Board Members - 2 each

(h) Basketball Coaching Staff (in season) - 2 each

(i) Football Coaching Staff (in season) - 2 each

d. Admission charges made for other sports/levels (i.e. girls, freshman, jr. high) will be in line with established prices set by competing league schools for those sports/levels.

2. Passes

The following passes will be honored by Gallia Academy High School:

e. A Southeastern Ohio Athletic League Pass.

f. A current school year Gallipolis City Schools Activity Pass.

g. Senior Blue Pass (good for life) issued through the GAHS Principal’s Office.

(5) Must be 65 or older and retired

(6) Must live in the Gallipolis City School District

(7) For general admission only, may not be used for reserve seating.

D. ACTIVITY FEE

The Activity Fee should be assessed under the following guidelines:

1. The Activity Fee will be non-refundable.

2. The Activity Fee will be assessed per-athlete per-sport.  It will cost a three sport participant $270.00.

3. Any athlete that is unable to pay will be assisted by the GAHS Athletic Boosters Club.  This will be strictly confidential, and only the coach and athletic director will know the identity of the athlete.

4. The Activity Fee will be assessed to cheerleaders.  All cheerleading squads will pay $90.00 per girl for the entire period they cheer.

5. All Activity Fees must be paid prior to the first game.  Any athlete not paying before the first game will not play or practice.

6. The coach will be responsible for supplying a list of players to the athletic director on the first day of practice and keeping the athletic director informed of any additions.  The athletic director will use this list to collect fees.  Fees will be paid in the athletic director’s office.

7. The Activity Fee will not guarantee that an athlete will receive playing time in an athletic contest.  It will only guarantee that the athlete will have the opportunity to compete for a starting position.

E. PHYSICAL CONDITION - FITNESS TO PARTICIPATE

Any student athlete who seeks to resume participation in athletic activities after recovering from an illness or injury must submit written verification from the student’s health care provider that the student is physically able to resume participation in the activity.  Until this written verification is received by the coach, the student may not participate in the activity.  If the student’s participation is restricted due to medical reasons, the health care provider must document the restriction and must detail any relevant limitations as well as the anticipated duration of such limitations.

RULES OF ATHLETIC PARTICIPATION IN ALL SPORTS

An athlete participates by choice.  In so doing, he/she must choose between the rules of athletics and non-participation. 

The following is a list of regulations and penalties that apply to all interscholastic sports at Gallia Academy High School.  In addition to these rules each coach of a sport may develop regulations and penalties that apply to his or her sport. 

R. Eligibility


1.
An athlete must maintain a minimum GPA of 2.0 per grading period and be passing five one credit classes or the equivalent to be eligible.  Summer school grades may not be used to substitute for failing grades received in the final grading period of the regular school year.


2.
All athletes must meet the requirements and guidelines set forth by the Ohio High School Athletic Association and the GAHS Student Handbook/Code of Conduct (i.e.: physical, insurance, eligibility, etc.).


3.
If an athlete quits or is cut from a team, he/she may not join another team if the regular season has begun.  The regular season is determined to have begun with the playing of the first interscholastic contest of either sport.



An athlete may quit one team and join another if the regular season has not begun and the cut-off date set by the coach for players to join the team has not expired.


4.
An ineligible athlete may not join a team once he/she becomes eligible if the regular season has begun, with the exception of the spring sports season. The regular season is determined to have begun with the playing of the first interscholastic contest.


Penalty:

Ineligibility for participation or practice.

S. Curfew


An athlete must keep the curfew rules for the sport as set by the coach.


Penalty:


As determined by the coach at the beginning of his/her season.

T. School Attendance


1.
An athlete must be in attendance all day on the day of a game or practice unless he/she has a doctor’s appointment excusing the athlete for the time missed.  Extenuating circumstances are taken into consideration (i.e.: death in family, college visit, court appearance).


Penalty:


Athlete is not permitted to practice or play in that day’s game.

U. Equipment


Each athlete is responsible for taking care of equipment issued to him/her.  Unauthorized wearing of school athletic equipment, failure to return issued or stolen equipment, failure to pay for damaged or lost equipment, and stealing of school athletic equipment is prohibited.


Penalty:


Cannot participate in another sport or the present sport, until the equipment is returned or paid for.

V. Participation in Sports


Athletes are permitted to participate in only one sport per sports season.

W. Transportation to and from Away Contests


1.
Athletes are required to ride school transportation to away contests.


2.
Athletes may ride HOME with their parents, providing the parent personally signs the sign out sheet releasing the athlete to the parent.


3.
If the parent wishes the athlete to ride home with an ADULT other than them, the parent must personally notify the COACH prior to departure from Gallia Academy and send a note with the athlete expressing their wishes.  The ADULT which the athlete is to be released to must personally sign the sign out sheet.  Under no circumstances will an athlete be released to anyone other than an ADULT.

X. Disciplinary Appeals


Any discipline administered under the above rules may be appealed to the Athletic Director.  In cases where the Athletic Director was involved in the discipline the Athletic Director’s designee will hear the appeal.  The appeal procedures should be followed as outlined on page 10, Section J - Removal of Player from Squad.  If an athlete is suspended from participating in athletics, he/she is no longer a player in good standing and is not eligible for post-season athletic awards.

Y. Illegal Drugs


The sale of any illegal drug is prohibited.


Penalty:


Permanent exclusion from all Gallia Academy High School sports.

Z. Tobacco products, alcoholic beverages, and illegal drugs

Use or possession of tobacco products, alcoholic beverages, and illegal drugs is prohibited.  This rule and its penalties shall be effective from the first day of official practice, as set by the OHSAA, until the day after the Awards Banquet for each season and/or the last official contest.
AA. GCSD DRUG TESTING POLICY

The Board of Education recognizes the interscholastic athletic program as an integral part of the entire educational program.  Through participation in interscholastic athletics, students are provided an opportunity for educational and character-building experiences.

The athletes assume responsibility for regulating their personal life in ways that will make them effective members of a team and worthy representatives of their school.  Drug use/abuse by student athletes is a major detriment to these goals.  The Board believes that by implementing a drug-testing program it will encourage students who want to participate in interscholastic athletics to remain drug free.

The purpose of this program is threefold:  1) to provide for the health and safety of all student athletes; 2) to undermine the effects of peer pressure by providing a legitimate reason for student athletes to refuse to use illegal drugs; and 3) to encourage student athletes who use drugs to participate in drug treatment programs.  It is designed to create a safe, drug-free environment for student athletes and assist them in procuring help when needed.

1.
OVERVIEW

The procedure for initial and random drug testing of athletes is accomplished in conjunction with an independent drug-testing vendor selected by the Board of Education.  Each season, the vendor is provided a list of eligible student athletes (names and ID numbers) by the Athletic Director, and in turn, randomly selects a minimum of 5% of these athletes for drug testing biweekly throughout the season.  The vendor will send qualified collectors to the school who will oversee the collection of all specimens as outlined in this document.  After testing, the vendor will forward test results to the physician serving as Medical Review Officer (MRO) for interpretation and verification of results.  Positive results are reported to the Athletic Director by the MRO.  Random urine drug testing of a public school interscholastic athlete is legal as determined by the U.S. Supreme Court in the case of Veronia School District 47J (Oregon) v. Wayne and Judy Acton.

2.
CONSENT

Students participating in interscholastic athletics (grade 7-12) at GAHS/GAMS must participate in a drug-testing program.  Prior to the initial drug testing of a student, the student and the parent/guardian/custodian must sign a form consenting to the drug testing.  Testing of a minimum of 5% of the athletes each week on a seasonal eligibility list will be conducted randomly throughout their season.

3.
PROCEDURES FOR STUDENT ATHLETES

a.
Informed consent for testing:


At the beginning of each sport season, student athletes and parent/guardian/custodian will complete and sign the GCSD School Athletic Code of Conduct and Informed Consent Agreement (see attached).  No student may participate in practice or competition until this form is properly executed and on file with the Athletic Director.

b.
Urine drug testing frequency:


At the beginning of each sport season (as determined by the Ohio High School Athletic Association or sanctioning organization or when a student moves into the District and joins a sport), athletes wishing to participate in athletics are subject to urine testing for illicit or banned substances as specified in #8 below.  A minimum of 5% of eligible students will be randomly tested biweekly during the season until the completion of all contests for that sport.  Any student athlete who refuses to submit to urine drug testing will not be permitted to practice or participate in athletics in the Gallipolis City School District.

c.
Sample Collection:


Samples will be collected as outlined under Vendor Requirements, #4 below.  Any eligible student athlete selected randomly for urine drug testing who is not in school on the day of testing will be tested at the next random collection.  Any student unable to produce an adequate specimen of urine will be given 8 ounces of water every 30 minutes for up to 3 hours until an adequate urine specimen can be obtained.  Students not able to provide an adequate urine sample after that time will be viewed as refusing to test and subject to this Policy’s disciplinary actions in that regard.
4.
CONFIDENTIALITY OF RESULTS

All drug test results are considered confidential information and will be handled accordingly.  Student confidentiality will be maintained by all parties for all specimens, forms, and reports.

5.
VENDOR REQUIREMENTS

a.
Random selection of student athletes

Once a seasonal eligibility list (names and ID numbers) is provided by the Athletic Director, the Vendor must randomly and confidentially select the required number of student athletes.  The Vendor will notify the Athletic Director of the dates and times for specimen collection.  The schedule will not follow any recognizable pattern.  The selected students’ names will be given to the Athletic Director upon arrival at school.  Arrangements will then be made for these students to report to the collection area.

b.
Collection of Urine Specimens

The Vendor will oversee the collection of urine specimens as outlined in the Procedures for Drug Testing of Students in Interscholastic Athletics.  Chain of custody forms will be provided by the Vendor that meet the criteria of this Policy and that of the testing laboratory.  Students will be given as much privacy as possible in obtaining the specimen.

c.
Testing of Urine Specimens

The Vendor will have all specimens tested for the specified illicit or banned substances by a qualified laboratory certified by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) following the guidelines of the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS).  The testing laboratory should have experience in toxicology testing and chain of custody procedures.  All specimens must be initially tested using an accurate immunoassay technique, with all presumptive positive results then confirmed by a Gas Chromatography/Mass Spectroscopy (GC/MS) confirmatory test for all applicable tests.  For those drugs with no current GC/MS method (e.g. LSD), confirmation testing will be performed using a scientifically valid method.


The testing laboratory(s) must be able to test for the illicit or banned substances for their metabolites in collected urine specimens.


The Athletic Director may specify specific classes or substance to be tested routinely or randomly.

d.
Medical Review Officer

The Athletic Director will arrange MRO services by a physician licensed to practice medicine in the State of Ohio.  The MRO must demonstrate a willingness to abide by the Procedure for Drug Testing Students in Interscholastic Athletics regarding the evaluation of drug tests.  The MRO will report positive findings to the Athletic Director in a timely and confidential manner, and all results will be kept on file by the Athletic Director until the athlete graduates from high school.

e.
Reporting of Urine Test Results by Vendor

The Vendor will forward by mail or fax all drug testing results to the designated MRO.  The MRO will certify all random drug screens as negative or positive and report by telephone positive findings in a confidential manner to the Athletic Director.
f.
Statistical Reporting and Confidentiality of Urine Drug Test Results

The Vendor, testing laboratory, or MRO may not release any statistics on the rate of positive drug tests to any person, organization, news publication, or media without expressed written consent of the Gallipolis City School District’s Board of Education.  However, the Vendor will provide the superintendent with a quarterly report showing the number of tests performed, rate of positive and negative tests and what substances were found in the positive urine specimens.

6.
PROCEDURES IN THE EVENT OF A POSITIVE TEST RESULT

During the testing process, only one of two split specimens is opened for testing.  If the immunoassay screen is positive for an illicit drug, the same specimen undergoes confirmation testing using GC/MS methodology or other scientifically valid method.  Only after the confirmation are positive results reported.  After testing is completed, negative specimens are stored for five days and positive specimens are stored a minimum of one year.

If, after a positive test is reported to the Athletic Director and subsequently to the parents, there is a challenge to the reported results, the second unopened specimen (or the original) is available for testing.  Requests can be made for retesting at the initial testing laboratory, or the specimen can be sent to another SAMSHA certified lab.  Costs for retesting will be the responsibility of the requesting party.  During a student’s career, positive results are cumulative, regardless of the sports in which the student has participated.

First Positive Result

For the first positive result, the student athlete will be given the option of the following:

1. Denial of participation for 20% of the entire season and within five calendar days having an appointment with a Certified Chemical Dependency Counselor (or at an agency certified by the Ohio Department of Health or the Ohio Department of Alcohol and Drug Addiction Services) for a chemical dependency assessment and then to follow the recommendations of the counselor.  (If treatment is recommended, it must be with an Ohio Certified Chemical Dependency Counselor.)  The student must also submit to urine drug testing as advised by the case counselor.  The student must also provide proof of the successful completion of all counselor recommendations to the Athletic Director.  The parent/guardian/custodian is responsible for all expenses or

2. Denial of participation in interscholastic athletics in the Gallipolis City School District for the remainder of the current season and the next athletic season in which the athlete participates until the 20% has been fulfilled.

Second Positive Result

For the second positive result, the student athlete will be denied participation in athletics in the Gallipolis City School District for the remainder of the current season and the next athletic season in which the athlete participates.

Third Positive Result

For the third positive result, the student athlete will be permanently denied the privilege of participation in athletics in the Gallipolis City School District.

Possession

In the event a student athlete is caught in or confesses to the possession of or use of a banned substance, he/she will be denied participation using the guidelines of a positive test result.

7.
NON-PUNITIVE NATURE OF THE POLICY

No student athlete will be penalized academically for testing positive for illegal drugs or banned substances.  The results of drug tests pursuant to this policy will not be documented in any student’s academic record.  Information regarding the results of drug tests will not be disclosed to criminal or juvenile authorities absent legal compulsion by valid and binding subpoena or other legal process, which the GCSD Board of Education will not solicit.  In the event of service of any such subpoena or legal process, the student and the student’s parent/guardian/custodian will be notified at least 72 hours before the response is made by the GCSD Board of Education or to the extent permitted by such subpoena of legal process.

8.
ILLICIT OR BANNED SUBSTANCES

For the purpose of this policy, the following drug classes, substances, or their metabolites that can be tested for are considered illicit or banned for athletes in the Gallipolis City School District.  The list includes, but is not limited to:

Alcohol

Amphetamines

Barbiturates

Benzodiazepines

Cocaine

Marijuana

Methadone

Opiates

GALLIA ACADEMY HIGH SCHOOL CHEERLEADERS

AB. CHEERLEADING SQUADS

25. One eight student eighth grade squad.

26. One eight student ninth grade squad.

27. One eight-student junior varsity squad.

28. One ten-student varsity squad. During tournament games where only 8 cheerleaders may be on the floor, cheerleaders will be rotated by the cheerleading advisor.
AC. REQUIREMENTS

29. Eighth Grade Cheerleader Squad
h. They serve for the year selected. 

i. They hold local summer training.

j. They are directly under the supervision of the 8th Grade Cheerleader Coach.

k. They are responsible for purchasing all uniforms.  The coach may determine uniforms to be purchased.

l. They must cheer at all 8th grade football and basketball games.  Cheering at 7th grade football and basketball games will be determined by the coach.

m. They must have written permission from their parents.

n. They may be removed from the squad if judged unsatisfactory by the 8th Grade Cheerleader Coach.

30. Ninth Grade Cheerleader Squad
o. They serve for the year selected. 

p. They hold summer training.

q. They are directly under the supervision of the 9th Grade Cheerleader Coach.

r. They are responsible for purchasing all uniforms.  The coach may determine uniforms to be purchased. 

s. They must cheer at all 9th grade football and basketball games and be in attendance at any event deemed mandatory by the 8th and 9th Grade Cheerleader Coach.

t. They must have written permission from their parents.

u. They may be removed from the squad if judged unsatisfactory by the 9th Grade Cheerleader Coach.

31. Junior Varsity Cheerleader Squad
v. They are directly under the supervision of the Varsity Cheerleader Coach.

w. They will receive a JV letter for their year of service, providing they meet all requirements.

x. They may be asked to attend one summer cheerleader training camp.  Written parental consent is required. 

y. They will serve for the year selected.

z. They must cheer at all junior varsity football and basketball games and be in attendance at any event deemed mandatory by the coach. 

aa. They may be removed from the squad if judged unsatisfactory by the Varsity & J.V. Cheerleader Coach.

ab. They must abide by the Code of Conduct as set by the Varsity & J.V. Cheerleader Coach and principal.

ac. The junior varsity cheerleader squad will consist of 10th and 11th grade students only.

ad. They are responsible for purchasing all uniforms.  The coach may determine uniforms to be purchased.

32. Varsity Cheerleader Squad
ae. They are directly under the supervision of the Varsity Cheerleader Coach. 

af. They will receive a Varsity letter for their year of service, providing they meet all requirements. 

ag. They may be asked to attend one summer cheerleader training camp.  Written parental consent is required.

ah. They will serve for the year selected.

ai. They must cheer at all varsity football and basketball games and be in attendance at any event deemed mandatory by the coach. 

aj. They may be removed from the squad if judged unsatisfactory by the Varsity & J.V. Cheerleader Coach. 

ak. They must abide by the Code of Conduct as set by the Varsity & J.V. Cheerleader Coach and principal. 

al. The varsity cheerleader squad will consist of 11th grade and 12th grade students. 

am. They are responsible for purchasing all uniforms.  The coach may determine uniforms to be purchased.

33. The drug testing policy for cheerleading will be conducted for the current sport season football and/or basketball.

GALLIA ACADEMY HIGH SCHOOL AWARDS SYSTEM

AD. TYPE OF AWARDS

34. Upon fulfillment of the requirements for earning a letter the athlete will receive:

an. *Varsity:

(8) 1st year - 7” chenille G with insert

(9) 2nd year - Medal

(10) 3rd year - Plaque

(11) 4th year - Trophy

ao. Reserve - 5” Chenille G

ap. Freshman Team - Graduation year numeral

*Note:  A 7” Varsity letter will be awarded one time (the first letter).  

Additional 1st year awards in other sports will be the metal insert of that sport.

35. A Certificate of Recognition will be awarded to any athlete who completes the season but does not meet the letter requirements. 

AE. LETTER REQUIREMENTS

36. To earn the honor of wearing the Varsity G an athlete must meet the following requirements and complete the season (both football and basketball seasons for cheerleaders) as a player “in good standing”:

aq. BASEBALL

(12) Play in a minimum of 1/2 of the total season innings.

(13) A player designated as a pitcher must appear in five (5) games.  (An appearance is defined as two innings or more.)

ar. BASKETBALL
Play a minimum of 1/2 of the total season quarters.

as. CROSS COUNTRY

Finish among top 7 GAHS runners in 1/2 of all meets.

at. CHEERLEADER

Must cheer for 80% of football games and 80% of basketball games.

au. FOOTBALL

Play in a minimum of 1/2 the total season quarters.

av. GOLF

Participate in a minimum of 1/2 the team’s matches.

aw. TENNIS

(14) Play in a minimum of 1/2 the team’s matches.

(15) Complete the season as a player “in good standing”.

ax. MANAGER

Must manage one varsity sport for two years or manage two different varsity sports.
ay. SOCCER

Participate in a minimum of 1/2 the team’s matches.

az. SOFTBALL

(16) Play in a minimum of 1/2 of the total season innings.

(17) A player designated as a pitcher must appear in five (5) games.  (An appearance is defined as two innings or more.)

ba. TRACK

Compete in a minimum of 1/2 of the team’s meets.

bb. VOLLEYBALL

Play a minimum of 1/2 the games in the team’s matches.

bc. WRESTLING

Wrestle in a minimum of 1/2 the team’s matches.

37. Exceptions

bd. A letter may be awarded to a senior who has never lettered in that sport upon the special recommendation by the coach to the Athletic Board.

be. A letter may be awarded to an athlete that did not meet the requirements due to injury in the sport or to serious illness.  This must be done by special recommendation by the Head Coach of that sport and approved by the Athletic Board. 

AF. SPECIAL AWARDS


Individual Sport Awards - The following is a list of each varsity sport, special awards in that sport, criteria for selection and the award’s sponsor.


Special awards in each sport are recommended by the coaching staff and approved by the Athletic Board.  Each recipient must have completed the season “in good standing”.

38. ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT - FALL SPORTS

(18) Boys Fall Sports Scholastic Award (Senior, 3.0 GPA, cross country, football, golf, soccer) – GAHS Principal’s Miscellaneous Activity Account

(19) Girls Fall Sports Scholastic Award (Senior, 3.0 GPA, cheerleader, cross country, soccer, volleyball) - Gallipolis City Schools Academic Boosters Club

8. ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT - WINTER SPORTS

(20) Boys Winter Sports Scholastic Award (Senior, 3.0 GPA, basketball, wrestling) - GAHS Principal’s Miscellaneous Activity Account

(21) Girls Winter Sports Scholastic Award (Senior, 3.0 GPA, basketball, cheerleading) - Gallipolis City Schools Academic Boosters Club

9. ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT - SPRING SPORTS

(22) Boys Spring Sports Scholastic Award (Senior, 3.0 GPA, baseball, tennis, track) - Gallipolis City Schools Academic Boosters Club

(23) Girls Spring Sports Scholastic Award (Senior, 3.0 GPA, softball, tennis, track) - Gallipolis City Schools Academic Boosters Club

10. BASEBALL



MVP - Future Farmers of America

11. BASKETBALL (BOYS)



MVP - Tawney’s Jewelers

12. BASKETBALL (GIRLS)

MVP - Mr. and Mrs. Henry Skidmore (Patty & Tommy Sprague)

13. CROSS COUNTRY

(24) BOYS - MVP - E. N. Wiseman

(25) GIRLS - MVP - GAHS Athletic Department

14. FOOTBALL

MVP - Joe Drummond

15. GOLF

MVP - Senior High Student Council

16. SOCCER

MVP - Athletic Department

39. SOFTBALL

MVP - Mr. and Mrs. Vance Johnson

40. TENNIS

MVP - Wiseman Insurance

41. TRACK

(26) BOYS MVP - Tawney’s Jewelers

(27) GIRLS MVP - Dr. and Mrs. Gene Abels

42. VOLLEYBALL

MVP - N.A.P.A.

43. WRESTLING

Most Valuable Wrestler - Brown Brothers Insurance

AG. GENERAL AWARDS

44. Outstanding Senior Athletic Award (male)


Requirements:

bf. Four years considered with emphasis on character, leadership, and athletic ability.

bg. Must have participated in two or more of the following sports:  Baseball, Basketball, Cross Country, Football, Golf, Soccer, Track, Tennis, or Wrestling

bh. Recommended by coaches and approved by the Athletic Board.

In addition:  GAHS Athletic Boosters give a yearly scholarship of $200 to the recipient.

17. Outstanding Senior Athletic Award (female)


Requirements:

bi. Four years considered with emphasis on character, leadership, and athletic ability. 

bj. Must have participated in two or more of the following sports:  Basketball, Cheerleading, Cross Country, Soccer, Softball, Tennis, Track, or Volleyball

bk. Recommended by coaches and approved by the Athletic Board. 

In addition:  GAHS Athletic Boosters give a yearly scholarship of $200 to the recipient.
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