OUSD History/Social Studies

Preparing for the Fall, 2010 11th Grade History Assessment


A Focus on the Thesis Statement
Historical Context:


After the U.S. battleship Maine mysteriously exploded and sank in Cuba’s Havana Harbor in February of 1898, the U.S. Congress and the President yielded to popular sentiment and declared war on Spain. Military campaigns against Spain quickly began in Cuba and the Philippines.


Following victory against Spain in 1899 the U.S. took control of the Philippines and made it a territory. Filipinos fought a war of independence against U.S. rule from 1899-1902.  Like other Americans, black soldiers and black communities throughout America debated whether or not the United States should annex the Philippines and make a territory of the United States.


But for African Americans this debate also took place during a time in which they were deprived of civil rights by federal and state laws and were lynched and terrorized in the South. 
(from - Honorable Duty: The Moral Dilemma of the Buffalo Soldiers, Golden Gate National Park Service, http://www.nps.gov/goga/forteachers/upload/Lesson-Plans_Honorable-Duty.pdf )
------------------------------------------
Inquiry Question:   
Why did African Americans disagree about the annexation of the Philippines in 1898?
I.  Working with Four Source Documents
Document #1: From an African American newspaper editorial

“Let Uncle Sam keep hands off of other countries till he has learned to govern his own. Human life at home is at a low ebb now and should be protected before reaching out to protect others.” 
- source: Kansas City American Citizen, January 14, 1898
Question:  The American Citizen supports/does not support (circle the right response) the annexation of the Philippines.
Reason: 

























Document #2: An African American soldier’s perspective

“Our racial sympathies would naturally be with the Filipinos. They are fighting manfully for what they conceive to be their best interests. But we cannot, for the sake of patriotism, turn our back upon our own country. “

- source: Willard B. Gatewood, Jr., Smoked Yankees: Letters from Negro Soldiers 1898-1902.
Question:  This soldier supports/does not support (circle the right response) the annexation of the Philippines.
Reason: 

























Document #3: From an African American newspaper editorial

“No wonder the Cubans and Filipinos look with fear and distrust upon American occupation and control.  The way we treat our citizens in North Carolina and other southern states is positive proof that their doubts are well founded.”



- source: Washington Bee (African-American newspaper), November 15, 1898

Question:  The Washington Bee supports/does not support (circle the right response) the annexation of the Philippines.
Reason: 

























Document #4: From an African American newspaper editorial
“The Philippine Islands will offer an excellent opportunity for Negro colonization, not colonization for the purpose of getting out of this country, but for the same purpose that the white man colonizes, for the purpose of making money. Most of the islands are unexplored and undeveloped, and here is where a grand opportunity presents itself to the negro. A colony of enterprising American negroes could make money there, and the chances are the stars and stripes would afford him more protection there than it does here at home.” 



- source: Coffeyville American (African American newspaper), May 28, 1898

Question:  

The Coffeyville American supports/does not support (circle the right response) the annexation of the Philippines.

Reason: 

























Part II.  Possible Thesis Statements – Given the question and what was argued in the previous four documents circle the two best thesis statements from the four below.

1) In 1898 African Americans disagreed about the annexation of the Philippines because they disagreed about how to respond to racism in the United States.
2) Whether to advance economic opportunities by imitating whites was a question that caused African Americans to disagree on whether to annex the Philippines.
3) African Americans, like the rest of the United States, were divided over whether to annex the Philippines, but unlike the rest of the country, racism, no matter what the position, was at the core of their arguments over economic opportunity, racial justice, and patriotism.
4) African Americans disagreed over whether the United States should or should not annex the Philippines.
Explanation:  

I selected statement  _____________as one of the two best thesis because 





























I selected statement  _____________as one of the two best thesis because 





























Part III. Thesis Statements – Identifying Strengths and Weaknesses
	Column I - Statements
	Column II - Description of Statements

	1) In 1898 African Americans disagreed about the annexation of the Philippines because they disagreed about how to respond to racism in the United States.

	a) This statement makes an argument that is suggested by one the documents, but it is a limited response to the question.

b) A clear statement that answers the prompt.

c) This statement, while true, does not directly answer the question; it is more an observation or fact than an argument or conclusion.

d) This statement directly answers the prompt, making a clear argument and letting the reader know what they should expect to read about in the rest of the paper.

	2) Whether to advance economic opportunities by imitating whites was a question that caused African Americans to disagree on whether to annex the Philippines.

	e) 

	3) In 1898, African Americans, like the rest of the United States, were divided over whether to annex the Philippines, but unlike the rest of the country, racism, no matter what the position, was at the core of their arguments over economic opportunity, racial justice, and patriotism.

	f) 

	4) African Americans disagreed over whether the United States should or should not annex the Philippines.


	g) 


Match the statement in column I with statement in column II that best describes its qualities.   Write the appropriate letter (a, b, c, or d) in the description column.  Be prepared to explain your decisions.
	Statement
	Description

	1) 
	

	2) 
	

	3) 
	

	4) 
	


� Activity adapted from “History Unfolding:  A Mindsparks Essay Writing Program”
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