
                T.I.S. Digital Backpack         

February 15, 2021 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE:   

Kindness Chain  
This month’s theme at T.I.S. is kindness. Our most recent HAWK’s Nest lesson focussed on 

kindness. In our nests, we reviewed the definition of kindness as being friendly, generous, and 

considerate. We also discussed research that points to the fact that when we practice kindness 

either to other people or towards ourselves, we can experience positive mental and physical 

changes through lowering stress levels. 

 

We let our students know that the T.I.S. staff have been engaged in small random acts of 

kindness within our school community since the start of the school year. We described our 

random acts of kindness as a simple way to make the community feel good, increase endorphins 

and create a positive and happier learning community.  

 

Our HAWK’s Nest culminated in students creating a mini paper chain which will be strung 

together with chains from other students resulting in one giant random acts of kindness chain. 

Student chains consist of a heart in which students wrote a random act of kindness they would do 

for someone at school. 
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1:1 District Chromebook Initiative 

All Tolland students in grades three through eight will be provided with a district 

Chromebook. These district Chromebooks will be required for every student. Students 

will need the district Chromebooks as opposed to personally owned devices. Emails 

outlining the 1:1 initiative have been sent to parents/guardians of third, fourth and fifth 

grade students. The only costs associated with the devices are an optional insurance 

policy and an optional hardshell protective case. 

 

 

Remote Learner Expectations  

Please refer to the list below regarding behavioral expectations for our remote learners.  

 

• Students should treat virtual class the same as they would attending class in the 

school building. 

 

• Join the video conference on time, dress appropriately- as if attending school in 

person. 

 

• Student cameras should be on, unless the student chooses to turn it off during 

recorded portions of lessons, and students should remain muted unless prompted 

by the teacher.  

 

• Students are encouraged to participate via a location that is quiet and free of 

distraction, to the extent possible.   

 

• Please be mindful of what is in view on the camera behind the participant and take 

care to choose a location with an appropriate background. 

 

• Use of the chat feature comment section should only be to comments made to the 

teacher. 

 

• Be kind and respectful to others. 
 

 
  



 

T.I.S. CALENDAR 
 

 
 
 
February   

1 Kindness Month Begins  
  

10 Hawk Nests, 11:15 
 
    15-17 No School for Students 
 
 18 Coffee with the Principal 
 
 
 

  



CALENDAR FOR 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR (can also 
be found on school websites) 

 



 



    Third grade teachers would like to start by saying thank you for all the support at 
home.  We know that the couple weeks at home wasn’t easy for anyone and your 
support made it easier for us.  We are happy to have in-person students back in school 
and have our remote learners joining us each day.  T.I.S. just wasn’t the same without 
the happy faces of our third graders.   
    We are making great progress in our curriculum.  In the Journeys reading program 
we are entering Unit 4, Natural Wonders.  We start off reading Judy Moody Saves the 
World, where we discuss the importance of recycling.  Our next story is The 
Albertosaurus Mystery: Philip Currie’s Hunt in the Badlands, where students learn about 
the hunt for fossils.  We’ll be working on comprehension skills such as drawing 
conclusions, point of view, story structure, and monitoring while reading.   
    For grammar we’ll be working on adjectives that compare, word roots, the verb be, 
helping verbs, irregular verbs, and adverbs.  We are plugging right along in Fundations, 
most teachers are beginning Unit 7.  We are working on adding suffixes to words, 
marking words, and getting into more complex vocabulary.   
    Classes working in the Math in Focus program are beginning a unit on 
fractions.  Students working in the Bridges math program are beginning their unit on 
multiplication and division.  The San Francisco math program is also working on 
multiplication.  Having students practice math facts with games or reflex is a great way 
to help them with their daily math skills.   
    We wrapped up our social studies unit that focused on Connecticut and Tolland in the 
1700s.  Third graders looked at pictures of the Benton Homestead and learned about 
what life was like on a self-sufficient farm in the 1700s.  We also talked about the 
importance of living near the Connecticut river during this time. Next, we will begin to 
focus on a science unit called Odd Motions. Students will learn about forces, gravity, 
and do hands-on activities that focus on these concepts.   
    Again, thank you for all your support at home.  Third grade teachers are so happy to 
have wonderful and supportive parents at home during these times.   

Fourth grade students are transitioning from division to decimals. The division unit 
focuses on helping students understand decimal notation for fractions and comparing 
decimals.  We continue to use IXL and Reflex Math to strengthen our skills.  
 

In Language Arts, we are finishing up Unit 2, “Tell Me More”, which included fiction, 
non-fiction, and biography.    We will be starting Unit 3, “Inside Nature”, which focuses 
on non-fiction selections about understanding what’s happening in the natural world 
around us.  
 



We are integrating our social studies unit on the Northeast Region with informational 
writing instruction.  Students are learning to research and write an informational piece 
related to the Northeast Region.  Students are discovering that it's a great place to live!! 
 

Students continue to have a positive attitude as they focus on their learning, and are 
doing a great job adapting. 

Each month TIS focuses on one positive attribute. This month we are focusing on 
kindness. Fifth graders are writing one compliment to each classmate. They are also 
encouraged to write notes to anyone else in their lives who have been kind.  
 

Fifth grade students are working on their fraction and decimal units. They are currently 
focused on adding and subtracting but soon will be practicing multiplying and dividing. 
They will also be applying those skills to real world problems.  
 

In language arts, students are enjoying our unit “Play on Words.” They are learning the 
difference between literal and figurative language through literature and skits. We are 
reading the novel, The Phantom Tollbooth, by Norton Juster. This entertaining and 
engaging book is keeping our students on the edge of their seats! Ask your child to tell 
you about the book and the Abbott and Costello skit, “Who’s on First,” if they haven’t 
told you about it already.   
 

In Social Studies students are working on group projects to address the question “How 
did colonization affect the freedom and equality of various groups of people?”  They are 
taking on the role of being Smithsonian Museum experts to create a Slide Show exhibit 
entitled, “English Colonization of America."  



WHAT’S HAPPENING AT THE TOLLAND PUBLIC 

LIBRARY?? 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  



 





 

  



TIS SPIRIT DAYS! 

 
November 20

TH 

 HAT DAY 

 
 

 

December 22
nd
  Crazy/Silly 

Sweater Day 

 
 

January 29
th
   Sports Team 

Day 

 

 
March 12

th
 PI Day 

 

 

 

April 30
th
   College Spirit Day 

 
 

May 21
st
 Patriotic Day 

 

 
 

June 11
th
  Wacky Tacky Day 
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News from the Cafeteria 

 

DID YOU KNOW… 
 

BGP & TIS serves breakfast every day that lunch is served at school? 
 

 Both Breakfast & Lunch are Free to All students at this time? 
 

You can order both meals on all remote learning days? 
 

 
 

MAKE MORNINGS EASY! 
 

Please see the Free School Meal Flyer for more information. 
  

 If you ever have a question regarding meals in Tolland Schools, please contact, Abby 
Kassman-Harned, Food Service Director at 860-870-6854 or aharned@tolland.k12.ct.us 
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You Are Cordially Invited To: 

 

 

COFFEE WITH THE PRINCIPAL 

2020-2021 

T.I.S. Coffee with the Principal will be VIRTUAL this year.  

  September 23, 2020   February 18, 2021 (Thurs. mtg.)  

  October 21, 2020    March 17, 2021 

  November 18, 2020   April 14, 2021 

  No December meeting   May 19, 2021 (which is a 

  January 20, 2021       special Math meeting) 

(all meetings begin at 10:15 a.m.) 

Please RSVP  

to Pam Babey (pbabey@tolland.k12.ct.us) by the day 

before the meeting date you would like to attend.  You will 

then receive a link to the meeting. 
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Join  
Mrs. Webster, K-12 Math Supervisor  

and 
the TIS Principal, Mr. Dineen  

 

 to learn about math placement for incoming 6th graders. 
 

Current 5th Graders 

Date: Wednesday, May 19, 2021 
(Coffee with the Principal Meeting) 

Time: 10:15am - 11:15am 

 

Google Meet information: 
https://meet.google.com/vnz-qfee-wbr 

  

Join by phone 

(US) +1 252-843-1044 PIN: 914 453 207# 

 

You can find more detailed information on our Tolland Public Schools 

Middle School Math Placement website. It can be accessed directly with 

this link: 

http://tps.sharpschool.net/cms/One.aspx?portalId=891651&pageId=4714

9004 or by following the pathway on the Tolland Public Schools 

website: Departments, Curriculum, and Mathematics.  
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Tolland Intermediate School 

Photo Release Form 

2020-2021 

Please do not release any photos of my child in the 

following media 

(check all that apply): 

 

_____ Yearbook 

 

_____ Outside Media Sources 

 

_____Tolland Public Schools Superintendent’s Bulletin/T.I.S. Digital Backpack 

 

 _____ Tolland Intermediate School Website 

 

***This form does not need to be returned if photos 

can be used in all of the above media areas. 

Name________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature_______________________ 

Teacher______________________________________ 

 

 



 

The End 

 

 


