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Essential Question
Which pathway best serves our students?

Traditional Pathway - Keeps Geometry as a 
separate year long course taught between 
Algebra I and Algebra II. 

Integrated Pathway - Distributes Geometry 
throughout both Algebra I and Algebra II 
over the course of three years. 



TRADITIONAL PATHWAY



INTEGRATED PATHWAY



Lets Look At Where the 
1997 Standards Took Us...



Skipping 6th Grade 
Standards and Content

• To accelerate in Middle School students skipped 
6th grade Math and were placed in Pre-Algebra
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NEW CC 8th Grade Standards

• 1997 CA State Standards only had 
state standards for 6th and 7th grade, 
NO standards for 8th grade.  
• Lessened rigor for 8th graders with 

Algebra Readiness or Pre-Algebra. 
• Provided opportunities for further 

acceleration for advanced students.



2 Year Acceleration in Middle School
• Skipping a grade plus having no 8th grade 

standards allowed for a 2 YEAR JUMP in 
middle school.
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How has the 1997 Standards 
serviced our students?

• Correlation from 6th grade Pre-Algebra does not 
fit Calculus BC enrollment numbers.
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Percentage of students drop 
from advanced track either prior 

or during Advanced Algebra II. 







Grade 9 Students 
have a 69% greater 

chance of succeeding 
in algebra if they 

passed the CST for 
General Mathematics 
in Grade 8 compared 
to those who failed 

the CST for Algebra 1.



Common Core Standards

• Increased Rigor in Algebra I Course
• Does Not Allow Grade Level Standards to be 

Skipped
• Provides opportunity to create a solid District 

Math Program to service our students 
transitioning into Algebra I.

• Change in End of Year Assessment to Smarter 
Balanced

• Redesign of SAT to reflect Common Core 
Standards



Increased Rigor in Algebra I



Skipping Grade Level Standards 

Mastery of the algebra content, including 
attention to the Standards for Mathematical 
Practice, is fundamental for success in further 
mathematics and on college entrance 
examinations. Skipping over material to get 
students to a particular point in the 
curriculum will create gaps in the students’ 
mathematical background. In order to 
accelerate, students must prove that they are 
proficient in the CA CCSSM for grades K–8 
(CCSSI 2010). Appendix A



Students Who May Be Ready for Acceleration 

 Understanding that the CA CCSSM are more rigorous 
than California’s previous standards for mathematics, 
there will still be some students who are able to 
move through the mathematics quickly. 

These students may choose to take an accelerated or 
enhanced mathematics program beginning in eighth 
grade (or even earlier) so they can take college-level 
mathematics in high school. However, the previous 
course sequences for acceleration will need to be 
updated, considering the increased rigor of the CA 
CCSSM. 

 



Students Who May Be Ready for Acceleration 

 Students who are capable of moving more quickly 
deserve thoughtful attention, both to ensure that 
they are challenged and that they are mastering the 
full range of mathematical content and skills—
without omitting critical concepts and topics. 

 Care must be taken to ensure that students master 
and fully understand all important topics in the 
mathematics curriculum, and that the continuity of 
the mathematics learning progression is not 
disrupted.

Appendix A



Student State Assessment SBAC

- Taken Electronically

- Pilot this year

- 2014-15 First year of Test

- Smarter Balanced Assessment - Information 
Online



         STAR    SBAC

Which equation represents a function with a rate 
of change that is greater than the rate of 
change of the function shown in the graph?



STAR                           SBAC 



What prepares students 
best for SATs?

EDWEEK Articles



Education Week - May 16, 2012
Newly elected College Board president wants 
SAT to reflect Common Core.

Education Week - August 13, 2013
College Board redesigning four of its testing 
programs, PSAT, SAT, Readistep (8th and 9th), 
and Accuplacer (used by colleges for 
placement). The new designs will reflect 
Common Core State Standards.

EdWeek Blog - December 4th, 2013
Redesigned SAT that reflects CCSS will debut 
Spring of 2016, and the PSAT in Fall 2015.



How Does This Impact My 
Student Next Year?



Standards of Mathematical Practice
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If your student is currently in 8th
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What are the next steps?

1. Choose the pathway that best serves our 
students.

2. High School would focus on SMP’s, Performance 
Tasks and transitioning to SBAC assessments.

3. Middle School will Pilot CC (6-8) curriculum for 
textbook adoptions.



Feedback/Questions



Parent Resource
http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc



Additional Resources

The following slides were not included in the 
presentation, but provide extra information on 
Common Core.



COMMON CORE STANDARDS ABBREVIATIONS



COMMON CORE STANDARDS ORGANIZATION



SOURCE: http://media.collegeboard.com/homeOrg/content/pdf/sat-report-college-career-readiness-2013.pdf



SOURCE: http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2012/05/16/32collegeboard.h31.html



SOURCE: http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2001/08/14/01test.h33.html



SOURCE: http://blogs.edweek.org/edweek/college_bound/2013/12/roll_out_of_new_sat_and_psat_delayed_by_one_year.html





Integrated Traditional
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