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A New Diagnostic Test for NC 8th
graders

Every 8" grade student in North Carolina is
taking the EXPLORE in October

Exception: students who are assessed with the NCEXTEND1

: ACT
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| ee—
ESEA Flexibility

From US Department of Education

Slide

ESEA Flexibility Waiver, 9/23/11:

“To receive this flexibility, an SEA must
demonstrate that it has college- and career-
ready expectations for all students in the State
by adopting college- and career-ready
standards in at least reading/ language arts and
mathematics, transitioning to and
implementing such standards statewide for all
students and schools”
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College- and Career-Ready Standards (CCRS):

“College- and career-ready standards” are content standards for kindergarten
through 12th grade that build towards college and career readiness by the time of
high school graduation. A State’s college- and career-ready standards must be
either

(1) standards that are common to a significant number of States; or
(2) standards that are approved by a State network of institutions of higher

education, which must certify that students who meet the standards will not need
remedial course work at the postsecondary level.

: ACT
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_ From General Assembly

Slide

Senate Bill 479:

“to the extent funds are made available, the State
Board shall plan for and require the administration
of the ACT test for all students in the eleventh

grade unless the student has already taken a
comparable test and scored at or above a level set by
the State Board”

“to the extent funds are made available, the State
Board shall plan for and require the administration
of diagnostic tests in the eighth and tenth grades
that align to the ACT test in order to help diagnose
student learning and provide for students an
indication of whether the are on track to be
remediation-free at a community college or
university”
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« EXPLORE — 8t" grade
e PLAN — 10t grade
e ACT - 11t grade

EXPLORE
8th and 9th grade

curriculum-based
educational and career
planning program

Slide

PLAN
10th grade

curriculum-based
educational and career
planning program

ACT'’s College and
Career Readiness
System

The ACT
11th and 12th grade

curriculum-based
assessment for
learning outcomes
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Why Take EXPLORE?

 EXPLORE shows students their strengths and

weaknesses in English, mathematics, reading, and
science.

« EXPLORE helps students search for careers and
learn which ones might be right for them.

« EXPLORE helps students choose high school

courses that will prepare students for college and
work.

: ACT

Slide
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Using Your EXPLORE Results
Student Guide to EXPLORE

20112012 |
USING YOUR EXPLORE RESULTS Tus resuttados de EXPLORE®
[ EXPLORE [— EXPLORE
ACT ACT
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Student Score Report

 What is the Student Score Report?
This individualized report detalls scores
received on the assessment and the career
plans and needs indicated by the student.

 What does the Student Score Report provide?

« Suggestions for improving student academic skills
= Careers that match student interests
= Indicators of college readiness

Slide
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Student/School
Information

October 17, 2011 0O0# 0876543  PN: 98785432 000001
EXPILORE

o

Your Score Report

TAYLOR, ANN C

ID#: 1234567890
GRADE: 8

CLASS/GROUP NAME: SMITH

SCHOOL NAME: EXAMPLE MIDDLE SCHOOL SCHOOL CODE: 000000

TEST FORM: 00B TEST DATE: OCTOBER 2011




EXPILORE

Your Scores

Score / Percent of students scoring at or below your score \
Range In the U.S.
(1-25) (Fall 8th) 1% 10%  25% 50%  75%  90% 9% InYour School In Your State
3 ( Composite Score 15 ) 61% 72%
E English 14 59% 65%
N Usage/Mechanies (1-12) 07 48% 59%
= Rhetorical Skills (1-12) 07 63% 67%
f_’ Mathematics 17 75% 87%
Reading 14 64% 72%
Science 16 60% 67%

12
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Your Estimated PLAN:-
Composite Score Range

More Info at

www.explorestudent.org

Your Estimated PLAN
Composite Score Range

16-19

PLAN is a 10th-grade test that helps you plan for the
ACT tests and for college. Additional information is in
your booklet Using Your EXPLORE Results.

13
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Your High School Course
Plans Compared to Core

Your High School Course Plans
Compared to Core

Core means minimum number of high school courses recommended
to prepare for college.

0 1 2 3 4
Years  Year Years Years Years

You:
English Core: M
You:
Malhemalics o s: M
Social Studies M
Core:
You:
e —

About Your Course Plans. Your plans fall far short of the
recommended courses. (Most successful college students
completed all of these recommended courses when they were
in high school.) Talk to your counselor or teacher to make sure
you are getting the courses you need.

%)
=
K
o
-
3
o
>

14
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Areas in Which You Would
Like Additional Help

4 e

Your Reported Needs

« Making plans for my education, career,
and work after high school
v = Improving my writing skills
v = Improving my reading speed and
comprehension
v« Improving my study skills
« Improving my mathematical skills
« Improving my computer skills
v« Improving my public speaking skills

15
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Your Plans for
After High School

' ™y
Your Plans for

After High School

Educational Plans
Apprenticeship or OJT

Career Area Preference
Natural Science & Technologies

16
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College Readiness

( College Readiness i

Students scoring at or above these EXPLORE benchmark scores,
and taking college prep courses throughout high school, will
likely be ready for first-year college courses. How do your scores

compare?

EXPLORE / Your score is: \.

Benchmark Scores
(8th Grade) Below At Above
English 13 | | ] [
Mathematics 17 [ ] |«] | |
Reading 15 (v | | | |
ence 20 M O O

About Your Scores. One or more of your EXPLORE scores fall
below the benchmark scores that show readiness for college-
level work. Suggestions for improving your skills are listed on the
back of this report. Also, talk to your counselor or teacher about
courses that can improve your skills. It's not too early to start
thinking about college.

17
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Your Career Possibilities

World-of-Work Map
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Career Area List

A. Employment-Related Services
Human Resources Manager; Recruiter;
Interviewer

B. Marketing & Sales
Agents (Insurance, Real Estate, etc.); Retail
Salesworker

C. Management

Executive; Office Manager; Hotel/Motel
Manager

D. Regulation & Protection

Food Inspector; Police Officer; Detective

E. Communications & Records
Secretary; Court Reporter; Office Clerk

F. Financial Transactions
Accountant; Bank Teller; Budget Analyst

G. Distribution & Dispatching
Warehouse Supervisor; Air Traffic Controller

H.Transport Operation & Related
Truck/Bus/Cab Drivers; Ship Captain; Pilot

1. Agriculture, Forestry & Related
Farmer; Nursery Manager; Forester

J. Comp & Int fon Specialti
Programmaer; Systems Analyst; Desktop
Publisher; Actuary

K.C ion & Mai
Carpenter; Electrician; Bricklayer

L. Crafts & Related
Cabinetmaker; Tailor; Chef/Cook; Jeweler

M. ing & P
Tool & Die Maker; Machinist; Welder; Dry
Cleaner

N. Mechanical & Electrical Specialties
Auto Mechanic; Aircraft Mechanic; Office
Machine Repairer

0. Engineering & Technologies
Engineers (Civil, etc.); Technicians (Laser,
etc.); Architect

P. Natural Science & Technologies
Physicist; Biologist; Chemist; Statistician

Q. Medical Tech I
au nologies (also see

Pharmacist; Optician; Dietitian; Technologists -
(Surgical, etc.)

R. Medical Diagnosis & Treatment {also

T. Applied Arts (Visual)

Artist; lllustrator; Photographer; Interior
Designer

U. Creative & Performing Arts

Writer; Musician; Singer; Dancer, TV/Movie
Director :

V. Applied Arts (Written & Spoken)
Reporter; Columnist; Editor; Librarian

W. Health Care (also see Areas Q and R)
Recreational Therapist; Dental Assistant;
Licensed Practical Nurse

X. Education
Administrator; Athletic Coach; Teacher

Y. Community Services
Social Worker; Lawyer; Paralegal; Counselor;
Clergy

Z. Personal Services
Waiter/Wai ; Barber; C
Travel Guide
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Review Your Answers

Ask for your test booklet so you can review the questions and your answers.

“+” = correct answer, “0” = no response, “%” = marked more than one answer

( SUBSCORE AREA Content Areas
{u =Usage; r = Rhetorical Skills)
Topic Development
& @@@*’“ Qt/ \‘r%‘ % B «s“a
Q\@@ @@i& FAT A S %&}@Q 55 @6‘0&‘?\
i A + 18 J + 3/ A o+ 0
2 H + u |18 C + u |3 H & T
3 B A r |2 HGu U/ |3 BCu Organization
4 H + u |21 € &+ ¢ |38 6 + u
5 A + U 22 G + U 3 A + T
6 G H u |23 ¢ + u |40 H J u Word Choice
— 7 C + u 24 H + u
= 8 F r 2% DB T
E’ U ] SRR Sentence Structure
(1T} 10 H + u 27 A + U
1 C B r |28 H + u
12 F + u |29 C D u
13 D A u 3 J o+ Usage
14 G + u |3 A B 1
15 B C 1 | 32 @ u
1 F + u |8 D
17 D C r |3 F H u
+ You correctly answered 25 out of 40 questions. Punctuation
+ You omitted 0 questions.
+ You Incorrectly answered 15 questions.
.

20
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Your Skills

Ask for your test booklet so you can review the questions and your answers.

“+"” = correct answer, “0” = no response, “x” = marked more than one answer Suggestions for improving your skills are based on your scores.
i N
SUBSCORE AREA Content Areas To improve your skills you can:
{u = Usage: r = Rhetorical Skills)
4 . . Toplc Development figure out the purpose of specific sentences in different kinds of writing (mysteries, classics,
e ~ e S histories, etc.)
e e e e Lo e
Gt e &vs‘&g» ot P AL
QRO e g T T e g =l talk in class about what certain phrases and sentences add to an essay
VA & 0 18 J s+ r |8 A s T have a classmate read your paper and cross out sentences that are off the topic
2 H + u |19 ¢ + u |3 H G T . ) _
g B A i 20 Heuls B o u Organization mirtgn; c’gort work of fact or fiction using a clear and simple organizational pattem, like
4 H + u |21 C &+ 71 B G o+ u ) : )
E A 4 i 2 G + u 39 A ; make sure sentences in paragraphs are in logical order
6 G H u |23 G + u |40 H J u Word Choice read papers put loud to see if too many words have been used to explain ideas
T 76 + w24 H U learn to recc_ﬁ:ize formal and informal language (for example, bad experience versus bummer)
o 8 F + 1 25 D B 1 by reading difterent kinds of writing
T P A s oM mad Fou Sentence Structure | leam to recognize and fix run-on sentences and sentence fragments, practice combining short
(1T} 10 H + u 21 A + sentences
e B | 2R o make sure shifts from one verb tense (such as didto does) or voice ésuch as “The cooking was
12 F + u 20 C D u started” to "They started the cooking.”) to ancther are made for a good reason
13 D A u |80 J 4+ 7 Usage | keep a list of grammatical mistakes you make; check your writing to be sure you avoid those
14 G + u |31 A B 1 mistakes
R E gTlEt ¥ check your wriing to make sure that words that sound the same but mean different things, like
1 F + u |33 D + 1 there and their, are used correctly
12 DL ® F Mo leamn to use a grammar handbook
+ You corractty answered 25 out of 40 questions: Punctuation practice using punctuation correctly in simple sentences, as in "He ran, jumped, and swam.”
* You omitted 0 questions. check for and delete any comma between an adjective and the word it describes, as in “The
* You incorrectly answered 15 questions. lovely(.] flower opened.
) A

21
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www.explorestudent.org

EXPLORE ACT

—[nlrrkc\mu-dln L

THE TEST YOUR SCORES YOUR FUTURE

It's Time to EXPLORE! Did you know?
Taking EXPLORE™ in 8th or 9th grade tells you things you need to There are about 131,000
know—to plan your high school courses, prepare for the ACT, or physicians in the United
choose a career direction. States.

All About the Test

More to Explore
What Your Score Report Tells You For Counselors

For Parents

For PLAN= Test Takers
For ACT Test Takers

Thinking About Your Future

Quick Links

Follow the World-of-Work Map to Your Future

22
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