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A New Diagnostic Test for NC 8th 
graders

Every 8th grade student in North Carolina is
taking the EXPLORE in October
Exception: students who are assessed with the NCEXTEND1
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From US Department of Education

Overview

ESEA Flexibility Waiver, 9/23/11:

“To receive this flexibility, an SEA must 
demonstrate that it has college- and career-
ready expectations for all students in the State 
by adopting college- and career-ready 
standards in at least reading/ language arts and
mathematics, transitioning to and 
implementing such standards statewide for all 
students and schools”
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College- and Career-Ready Standards (CCRS): 

“College- and career-ready standards” are content standards for kindergarten 
through 12th grade that build towards college and career readiness by the time of 
high school graduation. A State’s college- and career-ready standards must be 
either

(1) standards that are common to a significant number of States; or 

(2) standards that are approved by a State network of institutions of higher 
education, which must certify that students who meet the standards will not need
remedial course work at the postsecondary level.
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From General Assembly

Senate Bill 479:
“to the extent funds are made available, the State 
Board shall plan for and require the administration 
of the ACT test for all students in the eleventh 
grade unless the student has already taken a 
comparable test and scored at or above a level set by
the State Board”

“to the extent funds are made available, the State 
Board shall plan for and require the administration 
of diagnostic tests in the eighth and tenth grades 
that align to the ACT test in order to help diagnose 
student learning and provide for students an 
indication of whether the are on track to be 
remediation-free at a community college or 
university”
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ACT’s College and 
Career Readiness 

System
• EXPLORE – 8th grade 
• PLAN – 10th grade
• ACT – 11th grade
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• EXPLORE shows students their strengths and 
weaknesses in English, mathematics, reading, and 
science.

• EXPLORE helps students search for careers and 
learn which ones might be right for them.

• EXPLORE helps students choose high school 
courses that will prepare students for college and 
work.

Why Take EXPLORE?
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Using Your EXPLORE Results 
Student Guide to EXPLORE
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• What is the Student Score Report?
This individualized report details scores 
received on the assessment and the career 
plans and needs indicated by the student.

• What does the Student Score Report provide?
• Suggestions for improving student academic skills 
➡Careers that match student interests
➡Indicators of college readiness

Student Score Report
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EXPLORE 
Score

Report

Side 1
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Student/School 
Information
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Your Scores
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Your Estimated PLAN® 
Composite Score Range
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Your High School Course 
Plans Compared to Core
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Areas in Which You Would 
Like Additional Help
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Your Plans for 
After High School
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College Readiness
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Your Career Possibilities
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EXPLORE 
Score

Report

Side 2
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Review Your Answers
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Your Skills



22
Slide 

www.explorestudent.org


