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 11th/12th grade AVID Weeks at a Glance Lesson Plan


Standards and Essential Question:

· 11-CP.C3 Examine cost of colleges and determine how financial aid, grants, scholarship, work study programs and other funding sources can help meet those cost needs
· 12-CP.C3 Examine cost of colleges to which students have been accepted and determine how financial aid, grants, scholarships, work study programs and other funding sources can help meet those cost needs
· EQ: “What is a college’s “net price” and how will knowing it benefit me?”
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Lesson
1. Preparation and Timing*
· Consider pre-reading the “About College Abacus” webpage and perusing the site before this lesson to increase familiarity.

· Consider utilizing this lesson for:

· Juniors – Spring semester, to help them narrow down their list of schools to which they’d like to apply

· Seniors – Fall semester, to help them narrow down their list of schools to which they’ve been accepted
2. Introduction to “Net Price”
· * Consider pre-reading the “About College Abacus” webpage and perusing the site before this lesson to increase familiarity.

· Say “If you wanted a soft drink and I said “You could have a Coke for $8, a Sprite for $6, or a Fanta for $11” which one would you pick?”

· Solicit some responses, then discuss how when we make a decision, we have to weigh the cost of something against the perceived benefit.

· Say “What if I said “But actually each soft drink has a coupon on it that will make it cheaper. Now which one will you pick?”

· Solicit more responses, then discuss how, in order to make an informed decision, you need to know how much the coupon will discount the cost of each drink.

· Say “This is similar to how it can sometimes feel when selecting a college. At first, the cost can be overwhelming and discouraging. This initial price is called the “sticker price”. But then, the actual cost of college is discounted. This is called “financial aid”. And it’s a number that you MUST know in order to make an informed decision about which college to attend.”
· Display https://collegeabacus.org, click on “about”, and navigate to the “What is Net Price” section to illustrate and reiterate the aforementioned points. Have students take notes over the information and terms.
3. Introduction to College Abacus

· Ask for a volunteer that would be willing to enter in their real, or mock, data onto https://collegeabacus.org. 

· Walk the student and class through the steps of entering 1-3 colleges in which they’re interested, and then then subsequent personal information.

· Make sure the first student clicks “neither” on the first question about free/reduced lunch. This will then include questions about income.
· As students go through this process, explain that these are the exact same questions that the individual college’s website ask in their “Net Price Calculator” tool.
· Answer any questions that students may have through the process, or once the college results appear.
4. Introduction to Pell Abacus*
· Ask for a volunteer that would be willing to enter in their real, or mock, data onto https://pell.collegeabacus.org, which is specifically designed for students that are on free or reduced lunch, and therefore skips many of the family income questions, which are no longer valid.

· Walk the student and class through the steps of entering 1-3 colleges in which they’re interested, and then then subsequent personal information.

· Answer any questions that students may have through the process, or once the college results appear.

· Discuss how knowing the “Estimated Net Price” is like knowing the actual price of each soft drink after its coupon is applied.

5. Utilizing the College Scorecard Data

· Remind students that not only should a college be a good financial fit for them, but it needs to also be a good academic fit and social fit.

· Once the student has their “Freshman-Year Estimates” on the screen, click the “+” sign to expand and show “More School Info” and “Finances After College”.
· This information is from the College Scorecard Data related to the college/university.

· Discuss how these data points, such as Graduation Rates, can help them determine if the college is a good fit for them academically.

· Remind students that in order to determine if a college is a good social fit for them, they can visit the college’s website, speak to current students, or visit the college campus physically or virtually.

6. Individual Access

· Give students the remainder of class time to utilize College Abacus on their own.
· Encourage them to create an account on the site to save their search results.
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Materials/Notes


Materials


Computer connected to a projector


1:1 devices, either during or after class





Reference


About College Abacus


�HYPERLINK "https://collegeabacus.org/pages"����





College Abacus


�HYPERLINK "https://collegeabacus.org"����





Documentation for Essential 3.3








* Indicates an optional activity which can be shortened or removed based on time constraints


