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AVID 12th Grade Elective Syllabus (2019-2020)
Doug Beardsley – Instructor and Coordinator

Bachelors of Science: Oregon State University – Biology
Masters of Arts: Portland State University – Secondary Education


Email:douglas.beardsley@hoodriver.k12.or.us       Room:C06

AVID Club: Wed:  3:15 – 4:00
	Course Description: 12th Grade AVID Elective Class


Congratulations: You’ve reached the last step of your college dreams.  All your work, TRF’s, studying, community service, and sacrifice has paid off…..almost.  The most important part of any journey is how you finish.  Your finish line is only 9 months away.
Major Concepts/Content: Major Concepts/Content: Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) is an academic elective course that prepares students for college readiness and success, and it is scheduled during the regular school day as a year‐long course. Each week, students receive instruction utilizing a rigorous college preparatory curriculum, tutor‐facilitated study groups, college application and financing guidance, and academic success skills. In AVID, students participate in activities that incorporate strategies focused on writing, inquiry, collaboration, organization and reading to support their academic growth.

Goal: All students will have gained the academic fortitude to apply, and be accepted to 4-year university, while pursuing financial assistance.
Materials Needed for Class
1. 2.5-3 Inch Binder with tabs/dividers

2. College Ruled Notebook Paper and Cornell Notes (not spirals – unless required by another class)
3. Pens (black, blue, red, highlighter)

4. Pencil Pouch

5. Calendar (a.k.a. your “Life”) – it will be checked often, and should include all academic due dates, study sessions, college deadlines, and extra-curricular activities.
Grading Scale 

100%-90% =    A 
(Exceptional work)
89%-80% = 
B 
(Good work)

79%-70% = 
C 
(Meets proficiency)
69%-60% = D
(Improvements needed for college readiness)
59%-50% = F (Failed to meet AVID expectations and criteria)

* A failing grade automatically removes student from the AVID program
Grading will be based on the following: 
1.  In-Class Work/College and Scholarship Apps/Projects/ /Essays

70%
2. Tutorial Request Forms









20%

3. Community Service/Extra-curricular







10%

Incomplete work will NOT be graded, Late work will NOT be accepted (remember, colleges don’t accept late work or late applications)

a. Each student will be given two (2) Late Work passes per semester.

b. Students have the same amount of days to make up an assignment as you have missed.

c. If you are excused from class for a non-illness (i.e. athletics, field trip, etc), the work is still due, and it will be considered late if I do not have it by the end of the school day.

d. If you miss a TRF day, the TRF is still due and must be e-mailed to me by noon of the TRF day.
Unexcused Absences in any class are unacceptable. Authorities and your dedication to the AVID program will be put into question

AVID 12 Expectations 

	1. Maintain a 2.5 GPA, no Fs
2. Demonstrate exemplary citizenship
3. Complete community service responsibility
4. Be involved in one afterschool/extracurricular activity
5. Apply to four 4-year universities
6. Complete and submit scholarships on schedule
7. Attend the National College Fair
8. Apply for FASFA or ORSA (October)
9. Attend at least one (1) College Campus Visitation

	
	Probation:

Students who do not meet these expectations will be put on probation for the term, and must meet requirements to stay in the AVID program.


Classroom Expectations

1. Attendance:  Come to class and participate.  There is a lot of information that is dispensed, and all activities are best done in class with your AVID family.
2. Completing Assignments:  Grades are based solely on work turned in.  Make sure to manage your time to allow ample time to complete quality assignments. “Completion” and “Quality” are not synonymous.
3. Study:  This is something that only you can gauge.  You will need to study for projects, tests, and deadlines throughout the term.  If you don’t learn this in high school, college will be impossible.

4. Keep an Open Mind:  We will be learning many new things and new ideas.  Class discussions will be centered around controversial issues.  Keeping an open mind, respecting others’ feelings, and participating is expected.

5. Have Fun:  Enjoy your time in this class, and enjoy the time you get to spend with your AVID family.

Teacher Expectations: (expectations I have of all my students)

1. Come to class on time and be prepared to learn in a safe environment.

2. Be respectful of your classmates and teacher.

3. Turn assignments and homework in on time.  Contact me for help before the assignment is due.

4. Strive for exceptionalism, not mediocrity.
5. Cell phones: appropriate use is up to teacher discretion and will follow district protocol.
6. The teacher, not the bell, excuses you from class.
Student Expectations: (expectations you should have of me)

1. Treat all of my students with respect and dignity at all times.

2. Provide my students with a high-quality education in AVID so they can reach their college dreams

3. Maintain a safe classroom.

4. Create a welcoming and safe place for students to meet.  

5. Make my time and expertise accessible to all my students
AVID Graduation and Recognition
 

To be honored at graduation with an AVID Metal as an AVID Graduate, the following requirements must be met:
1. Acceptance to a 4-year university

2. 2.5 Cumulative GPA

3. Passing all classes

4. Enrolled in at least one (1) college-prep class from the “Rigorous Course List”

