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Section I: Belief and Mission


The director of the Beaver Local Middle School Bands believes that every child has the ability to learn and that every child has potential for personal greatness.  We believe that a child's success is primarily dependent upon their desire and willingness to work and secondarily on their talent and skills.


The mission of the Beaver Local Middle School Band is to provide students with a broader and deeper understanding of music, including band literature, history, theory, and music appreciation.  Students, through daily rehearsals and individual practice, will develop their skills on their instruments and their understanding and appreciation of music.  In Band, the students will learn how to work with each other and will acquire and develop pertinent life-skills that will aide them in succeeding in their future.
Section II: Band Room Procedures: This is how class will be run.
Before Class: Go to restroom if necessary and get all the materials needed for class.  You must have: a pencil, your agenda, book (same as 5th grade), and your band instrument.
Entering Class: Find/set-up your seat and stand, check your stand, place your belongings under your seat, get out your instrument, warm-up then talk quietly with your neighbor.

Band Lockers: Keep band lockers clean and organized.  Percussion lockers should always be shut and locked when not in use.  6th grade band members will be sharing band lockers.  They are not permitted to leave their instruments in their teachers' classes.
Finding Vandalism: Alert Mr. Newman immediately, before you forget.  Raise your hand and tell Mr. Newman what you have found and where you have found it.  Listen carefully to other peoples' reports so you do not re-report an incident.  Be sure to report stolen items to Mr. Newman if they show up missing in the band room.  Keep your expensive items away from school property.

Borrowing School Resources: Ask for permission before class and return the resource to its designated home.

Band Announcements: Check wipe-off board.  Announcements may be made by Mr. Newman at the beginning of class.  Write down important dates in your agenda.  Once announcements have been made it is time to begin uninterrupted music learning.
Beginning of Class: Mr. Newman will step on the podium.  When an instructor is on the podium or working with a section of the band, the class will be silent.  If the instructor is off the podium, the students may talk quietly to their neighbor without disrupting the learning process.

If a whistle is sounded: Stop whatever you are doing and be silent immediately.

Leaving your seat: Raise your hand, wait for acknowledgement, and ask for permission.

In case of emergency: Say "Excuse me Mr. Newman but..." and tell Mr. Newman about the problem.

Broken Instrument: Check your instrument to make sure it works before class.  Raise your hand if there is a problem, tell Mr. Newman and wait patiently until he can resolve the issue.

Asking a Question: Raise your hand and wait for acknowledgement.

Responding to Questions: Raise your hand and wait for acknowledgement, unless otherwise instructed.

Getting Help: Write down the problem to remind yourself and consult Mr. Newman after class.

PA Announcements: Stop whatever you are doing and listen intently without talking.

Fire/Tornado Drill: Calmly do required duties & line up quietly at the door until led out.
Going to restroom/office/water fountain: Raise your hand and ask for permission.  Once permission is granted, go up to Mr. Newman with your agenda open and get it signed.

Returning/finding a lost item: Put and check for it in lost and found.

Checking Fingerings: Quietly and independently consult the back of the band book or the fingering charts on the wall.

Entering Band Office: Knock on the door and wait for permission to enter.

Turning in money: Turn in money to Mr. Newman in his office before or after class in an envelope.  Be sure to mark clearly with your name and what it is for- always make checks out to the Beaver Local Music Boosters. 

Notes to be Sent Home: Students, go to the bulletin board if you did not receive or lost a copy of a note.  There will be extra copies posted.
Using the office phone: The phone will be used only for emergencies and after-school.  You must receive permission from Mr. Newman before using the phone.

Class Dismissal: Put instruments away, return to seats, wait for dismissal, return your chair and stand and say "Have a nice day" (or something of that nature) to Mr. Newman.

Lock Down Procedure: Prepare to use fight or flight and calmly go to your designated post to act in a focused manner.  Be sure to understand your job to react your best.
Section III: Class Rules

All school rules, including the School Discipline Code, will be reinforced.  Your teachers will be notified if there is a continued behavior problem in band and parents will be notified either through the report card or a phone call home.
DAILY RULES 

All School Rules Apply. We are only as good as those who hear us and watch us everyday.  Please be very careful in setting a high standard for those at our school who might categorize us as trouble instead of awesome.

Be prompt.  Enter the band room, get your instrument out and go directly to your seat and begin warming up.  Always be 10 minutes early for any after school practices or performances.  Get into a good habit. 

Be prepared.  Always have your instrument, music, warm-up book, and a pencil.

Be courteous.  Be quiet and listen at all times.  

Be respectful.  Treat your fellow colleagues, their property, the band room, and the band equipment with respect at all times.  Remember, it is YOUR band room and equipment.  In order for it to work it must be maintained and taken care of.

No Food, Drinks, or GUM in the band room.  The only room you are permitted to have food is in the cafeteria.  Gum may become lodged in a reed or mouthpiece during rehearsal. 
Treat others as you would like to be treated.

Section IV: Instrument Storage

A. Lockers: Each student will be assigned a locker for the year.  A student is not permitted to switch lockers at any time.  Lockers are use for band-related items only.  Each student is expected to be responsible for their locker and will keep it clean.  Percussionists are required to provide their own lock for their locker.  Please give Mr. Newman an extra key or combination to the locker.  2 students will share lockers.

B. Instruments: All students are expected to maintain their instruments so they are in good working order.  Any broken instrument, either school or privately-owned, will be repaired at the expense of the student who broke it.  There will be no student-used instruments that will be maintained at the expense of the school.


All students are expected to have all the materials needed to keep their instrument in good, working order.  This includes, but is not limited to, reeds, oil, slide-cream, mouthpieces, ligatures, pads, and approved instrument cleaning devices.  Students who are having their instruments fixed are responsible for notifying Mr. Newman, especially those playing school-owned instruments.  (If repairs cannot be made by a family because of financial issues, adjustments will be made so that the student can participate and learn.)

Section V: Performances

Performance dates are subject to change.  Any changes will be made well in advance of the event.


A. Winter Concert: Wed. Dec. 10th.  This concert will include winter season-related selections and will feature the 6th, 7th, 8th, HS Jazz, and possibly the high school concert band.


B. Spring Concert: TBA.  The 5th, 6th, and 7th grade bands will perform at the same concert.  This concert will feature more difficult literature and is intended to challenge the students and expand their repertoire.

Section VI: Concert Dress Code


6th Graders will wear a nice white shirt, blouse, or polo along with black pants.  They will also wear dark dress shoes and dark socks.  Jeans, shorts, cargo pants, tennis shoes, and excessive hairstyles/jewelry will not be permitted.  Concerts are formal events, and the student's attire should be appropriate.

Section VII: Concert Conduct


All classroom and school rules apply to concerts.  Students will be provided meeting times and locations.  They are expected to be on time to their designated location with all materials necessary for performance.  Students and parents are encouraged and expected to stay for the full duration of each concert and to conduct themselves in a professional and formal fashion.  Students will be provided assigned seating with their band and are expected to stay with their band for the entire evening.  Warm-up locations and times will be determined and provided to the students.  The goal of each concert is to make it as quick, smooth and organized as possible for the sake of the parents, students, and Mr. Newman.
Section VIII: Music Boosters


Our music boosters' organization is unique in that it is geared toward the entire band program.  The boosters are a vital part of the life and success of the music program at Beaver Local.  Fundraising opportunities are provided through the booster organization for the sake of instrument, uniform, band book, and polo purchase, along with any fees set-up for instrumental events the band groups attend.  Students may also begin building their account for high school band trips.  Being involved in the Music Boosters organization is a great way to invest in, and keep up with, your child's music education.  Booster meetings are the 4th Monday of every month at 7 PM in the HS Band Room and events and fundraisers will be announced.  Please get involved!
Thank you for taking time to read the handbook.  I look forward to working with you and your child.

Sincerely,

Mr. Matt Newman

Beaver Local 6th-12th Grade Band Director
TO RETURN TO MR. NEWMAN-

I am signing and returning the bottom portion of this page, agreeing to and understanding the information in this handbook.  I understand that the objectives, rules, and important information written in the handbook will be followed as an understanding of the commitment towards being involved in 6th grade band.

PARENT'S SIGNATURE_________________________
Phone No._______________

STUDENT'S SIGNATURE________________________ Date_______________

STUDENT'S 6th GRADE HOMEROOM TEACHER__________________________

ANY SUBJECTS THAT STUDENTS WILL NEED EXTRA ASSISTANCE IN?  Please list here.  Mr. Newman will make a strong effort to assist the student in receiving the necessary intervention and still participate in band fully.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
