Terry High School

 10th Grade – English II
Instructor:

Vija L. Lee


Room 121


Email: vlee@hinds.k12.ms.us

Texts: 
 Collections
Springboard English Grade 10 (2014)
Additional Readings:

Additional readings will be assigned periodically throughout the school year.
Supplementary Texts:  
To initiate academic integrity and growth in student writing, the THS English department supports and encourages use of the Modern Language Association (MLA) Handbook and Strunk and White’s Elements of Style.  Teachers of all grade and academic levels will refer to these texts in conjunction with writing instruction and recommend that students purchase both texts as course supplements. Both the MLA Handbook ($17.50) and Elements of Style ($6.95) may be attained at any book retailer.

Required Materials:  

· Black ink pens only or pencils
· Dividers
· 1 3-ring binder 
· Multi-pack variety color of highlighters
Course Overview:  
English II is designed to prepare students for success in the Mississippi Common Core State Standard. In this course we will focus on: building close-reading skills; using reading and processing strategies to think through poetry and prose; and developing skills for composing literary analysis. Some of the learning objectives met in this course include:

· Students will (TSW) learn how to analyze a text using strategies such as dialectical journaling, annotating, and College Board analysis techniques in order to perform a close reading of the text.
· TSW learn how to write critically and analytically about prose and poetry, using textual evidence to support their claims, and making appropriate choices based on rhetorical situation.
· TSW practice how to discuss literature in thoughtful and meaningful way using Socratic methods of inquiry, formulating discussion questions, and responding to Essential Questions.
· TSW participate in comprehensive discussions of literature referring to literary devices, term and techniques, and on author’s craft, purpose, agenda, or intent.
· TSW appropriately defend ideas and statements using text-based evidence, citations, or connections when necessary.
· Craft thoughtful compositions adapting writing style and tone to audience and purpose using precise syntax, phrasing, and diction.
Class Policies

Classroom Rules

· All school policies and rules printed in the Terry High School Handbook will be enforced in the classroom.

1. At all times, students and teachers will treat each other with mutual respect.

2. Arrive to class on time.  (1st violation = detention, 2nd violation = detention/parent phone call, 3rd violation = detention  4th violation = office referral.) Need to be seated in desk by bell ring or considered tardy.

3. All materials must be brought daily –binders and black ink pens.

4. No food, gum, candy or drink allowed in class.
5. NO cell phones or any electronic devices of any kind.
Students who fail to comply with the preceding guidelines may expect to receive a detention and/or an administrative disciplinary referral.
GRADING

Daily Grades -25%

Test Grades -50%

Exams-25%
In accordance with  Hinds County Public School policy, grades are assigned as follows:



A = 90-100%



B = 80-89%



C = 70-79%


D= 60- 65 %


F = 0-64%
ABSENCES AND MAKE-UP WORK

· All work must be made up in a timely manner with an excused absence note.  Failure to do so will result in a grade of “0” for the assignment(s).  
· It is the student’s responsibility to copy the assignment board for his/her  

       class, complete the assignment(s), and turn them in.  Credit will be given for make-up work according to published school policy.

· Students must also arrange a time to make up any excused missed tests and quizzes within 3 days after returning to school except in cases of extended absence.  Make-ups must be scheduled with the instructor in advance.  Make-up tests and/or quizzes will only be given when appointments are initiated and made by the student.  Furthermore, it is not the instructor’s responsibility to remind individuals what they need to make up.  Students may meet with the instructor before school or stay after school to make up missed tests and/or quizzes as long as they have made an appointment.  ALL MAKE-UP WORK MUST BE COMPLETED TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO THE END OF THE SEMESTER. 
LATE WORK
(
Homework and daily assignments are due upon request as assigned; they will NOT be


accepted late without penalty.
(
Late penalties of 10 points per day will apply to papers and other major assignments designated by me.
Classroom Procedures:
· Handouts and graded work is to be kept in binder. Nothing is ever to be thrown away.

· Restrooms – Everyone is given ample time between classes to use the restroom. Exceptions only for emergencies.
· Dismissals- The bell does not dismiss you; only I will after room has been tidied.

· Trash and pencil sharpening only done when there is no lecturing and presentations given.

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT PLAGIARISM STATEMENT

Plagiarism is the use of another’s words or ideas and the presentation of them as though they were entirely one’s own.  Acts of plagiarism might include, but are not limited to:

(
using words or ideas from a published source without proper documentation

(
using the work of another student (e.g. copying homework, composition, or project)

(
using excessive editing suggestions of another student, teacher, parent, or paid editor.

A note about what constitutes “excessive editing.”  Students learn to write well by doing just that, writing.  Struggling independently through the writing process produces growth (as well as a certain amount of agony), and eventually the student’s own voice.  When well-meaning parents, siblings, tutors, or others contribute their ideas, words, phrases, revisions, etc. to students’ writing, student writers miss the opportunity to achieve literary self-reliance.

So – what is helping, but is NOT excessive editing?  The answer is: questioning and cueing.  For example: “Is this word strong enough? Interesting enough? Specific enough?”  “Can you think of another word that would fit better?”  “Does this sentence seem awkward?”  “What exactly do you mean?”  “I don’t understand what you are trying to say here; can you say it more clearly?” “This sentence has a powerful verb; can you find one as powerful for that other sentence?”

These kinds of questions and statements allow the students to think and write independently.  Students should be allowed to find their own voices and to develop their own writing skills.  

Plagiarism on any project or paper will result in a zero for the assignment and an Honor Code Violation.  Unless strictly stipulated by the teacher, collaboration on written work is not acceptable.  Students who willingly provide other students with access to their work are in violation of the Honor Code.

Students should be aware that mydropbox.com may be used to check papers for plagiarism.

Parents of Literature students,

Welcome to Terry High School.  We are looking forward to a productive year with your student.  The 10th grade year is a time of growth and change for most students, and parental involvement is essential.  Please take the time to carefully read and sign this syllabus with your child.  I am also requesting that parents provide an e-mail address where you can be reached.  This is optional and is simply a means to provide me another avenue of communication.  Due to my inability to leave class during the day, it is sometimes easier to reach me through e-mail.  My e-mail address is vlee@hinds.k12.ms.us.   Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions about this syllabus or the class in general.

I have received and read the syllabus for this course.

__________________________________


______________________

Signature of student





/Date

__________________________________


_______________________

Signature of parent





/Date

__________________________________
Parent phone number

__________________________________

Parent cell phone 

__________________________________

Parent e-mail





