
James River High School



School Counseling Office
▶ Counselors

◦ Mrs. Drumheller: A – H 
⚫ jdrumheller@bcps.k12.va.us

◦ Mrs. Simmons: I-Z
⚫ asimmons@bcps.k12.va.us

◦ Ms. Alphin:  Secretary
⚫ aalphin@bcps.k12.va.us

▶ Student Assistance Program
◦ Mrs.  Hatcher:  SAP Coordinator

⚫ ahatcher@bcps.k12.va.us
⚫ @ JRHS Monday & Wednesday

Mrs. Simmons, Mrs. Drumheller, Ms. Amy Alphin

Mrs. Hatcher



▶ Personal Counseling
◦ Individual meetings or groups

▶ Academic Advising
◦ Diploma type, GPA, course selection

▶ Career Counseling
◦ Post secondary planning, college applications 

What does the counseling 
department do?



GRADUATION Requirements



Standard Diploma Credits Advanced Diploma Credits

English 4 English 4

Math 3 Math 4

Science 3 Science 4

Social Science 3 Social Science 4

Health & PE 2 Health & PE 2

World Language, Fine Arts or CTE 2 World Language 3/2 of 2

Economics & Personal Finance 1 Fine Arts or CTE 1

Electives 8 Econ & Personal Finance 1

Electives 5

Total 26 Total 28

Diploma Options



Sequential Elective
○Examples:

■Intro to Ag + Ag. Systems
■Computer Apps + Be Your Own Boss
■Culinary Arts + Nutrition and Wellness

CTE Certification Test or an AS or AP course
○Examples:

■Workplace Readiness
■W!SE Financial Literacy

What ELSE Will I Need?



▶ Completes the requirements to pass the course 
▶ AND passes the SOL test for that course. 

VERIFIED CREDITS

English History/Social 
Sciences

Mathematics Science

Reading Grade 11 World History & 
Geography I

Algebra 1 Earth Science

Writing World History & 
Geography II

Geometry Biology**

Virginia & US 
History

Algebra II Chemistry 

**Every student is 
required to take the 
Biology SOL



Reading Writing Math Science Social 
Science

TOTAL

Standard & 
Advanced

1 1 1 1 1 5

How many VERIFIED CREDITS do I need?

● If you are in an SOL class but don’t need the verified credit, you 
will not take the SOL!



▶ Governor's Seal
◦ Advance Studies Diploma + 3.0+GPA + 9 College Credits

▶ Excellence in Civics Seal
◦ 3.0+GPA in US/VA History & US/VA Government+50 

Volunteer Hours + Good attendance and discipline 

▶ Board of Education Seal
◦ 4.0+GPA

▶ Board of Ed. Career & Technical Ed.
◦ 3.0+ GPA + CTE sequence of classes

▶ Advanced Math Seal 
◦ 4 math credits with B average or better, CTE credential

Diploma Seals

For more information on seals, please check the BCPS Program of Studies or 
the VDOE website. 



Sign up to meet with your counselor online:

https://tinyurl.com/jrhssignup22

9th-12th Grade:
Last Names A-K: Mrs. Drumheller
Last Names L- Z: Mrs. Simmons

10th- 11th Grade:
Last Names A-H: Mrs. Drumheller
Last Names I -Z: Mrs. Simmons

Need to see a counselor? 



Post Secondary Planning



▶ Start Exploring
◦ Major Clarity

▶ Begin a resume
◦ Sample on JRHS Site
◦ VAWIZARD.ORG
◦ Major Clarity

▶ Try new Classes!

Workforce



▶ Recruiters are assigned to JRHS
◦ See your counselor for specific contact information

▶ ASVAB:
The Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery is the most widely used 
multiple-aptitude test battery in the world. 

Considering the Military?



Opportunities – 2 or 4 Year College Path

Paper copies available in the counseling 
office or available for download at the 
following website:

https://www.ecmc.org/students/opportu
nities-guide-workbook.html



Bigfuture.org



Opportunities Workbook Page 29

Virginia School Profiler



Opportunities Workbook Page 37

Virginia Resource Map



College Open Houses - Begin Exploring!
Many schools have virtual open houses, while others are holding in person open houses. Check each 
school’s website for more information and to register! 



Community College Path
❖ Open admissions

❖ Employment or transfer to 4-year college
❖ Low tuition, no expenses for room & board
❖ Virginia Western or Dabney S. Lancaster
❖ Articulation (Transfer) Agreements with many Virginia public & 

private universities
◦ See a list here: http://www.vccs.edu/students/transfers/

❖ Associate degrees/ certificate programs

http://www.vccs.edu/students/transfers/


▶ Tuition paid for THREE years.
▶ To be eligible:
◦Minimum 2.5 High School GPA 
◦ Lived in Botetourt for 11th and 12th grade
◦Apply to Western 
◦Complete FAFSA
◦Complete Application
◦Not everyone will be accepted - funds are limited

Community College Access Program 
(CCAP) 



▶Scholarship Opportunities
◦Education Foundation
◦2.25 GPA
◦Two years free tuition

Promise Program



• Many schools are test optional for this year’s 
senior class. That may not be the case for you! 

• We recommend you take one or both in the 
SPRING of your junior year (that’s this year!)

• If you haven’t taken Algebra 2, we suggest 
waiting until you have. 

• VWCC/DSLCC do not require SAT/ACT scores.



Opportunities 
Workbook Page 7



SAT ACT

www.collegeboard.org/ $52 www.actstudent.org/ $55

February 12, 2022
March 12, 2022 April 2, 2022

May 7, 2022 June 11, 2022

June 4, 2022 July 16, 2022

JRHS School Code -470335 JRHS School Code - 470335

SAT and ACT DATES



Prep for the SAT @
collegeboard.org



Prep for the ACT @
academy.act.org/



▶ Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)
◦ Senior Year

▶ Scholarships/ Grants/ Loans

Opportunities Workbook Page 11

Navigating Financial Aid



For more information visit the JRHS 
School Counseling Website



This will be used throughout high school and especially 
senior year! 

JOIN THE GOOGLE CLASSROOM

JOIN 
NOW!



Parchment
- Online transcript platform
- As a senior, you will request them to be sent to 

colleges and/or employers

Major Clarity
- Career research tool
- Academic and career plan
- Scholarships, resume, college search, etc. 



▶ Online Transcript Request System

▶ You will create an account and will “order” a transcript 
each time you apply to a school or job.

▶ No charge for transcript

▶ Create your account now by following the instructions! 
Let us know if you have questions!

Parchment



Parchment.com



• NEW tool for Career Exploration, resume writing, 
ACPs, College Search

platform.majorclarity.com

Major Clarity 

Click continue with 
Google

Your 1770 email



Take both assessments! 



When you are finished….Explore! 

% it matches your results



Scholarships !$!



▶ Take assessments in Major Clarity and spend some 
time researching careers!

▶ If considering a 4 year school - sign up to take the 
SAT/ACT this Spring

▶ Develop a list of schools you are interested in.
▶ Begin visiting schools.
▶ Narrow down your list as much as possible.
▶ Create or update your resume

**Most college applications are submitted by January of 
Senior Year**

11th Grade “To Do”



School Counseling Office
▶ Counselors

◦ Mrs. Drumheller: A – H 
⚫ jdrumheller@bcps.k12.va.us

◦ Mrs. Simmons: I-Z
⚫ asimmons@bcps.k12.va.us

◦ Ms. Alphin:  Secretary
⚫ aalphin@bcps.k12.va.us

▶ Student Assistance Program
◦ Mrs.  Hatcher:  SAP Coordinator

⚫ ahatcher@bcps.k12.va.us

Mrs. Simmons, Mrs. Drumheller, Ms. Amy Alphin

Mrs. Hatcher


