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Below 9-10th

(weakest)

Beginning Emerging Proficient Above 9-10th

(strongest)

Topic

Sentence
sentence-level

Writing:

W.9-10.2a

Does not include a topic

sentence

Attempts a topic

sentence.

Introduces the topic

with a clear topic

sentence.

Introduces the paragraph

with a clear, thorough topic

sentence.

Overall

Organization

( ¶ )
paragraph-level

Writing:

W.9-10.2a

Does not contain clear

organization.

Paragraph is organized

without clear

connections between

ideas.

Organizes paragraph to

make connections

between ideas.

Organizes paragraph to

make logical and clear

connections between

ideas.

Supporting

Facts &

Details
sentence-level

Writing:

W.9-10.2b

Uses no concrete details,

or uses concrete details

that do not support the

topic.

Uses less than two

concrete details that

support the topic.

Uses at least two

concrete details that

support the topic.

Uses a minimum of two

well-chosen and

thoughtful concrete details

that fully support the topic.
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