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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE: 

Winter Weather 

It is important that students come to school dressed appropriately for winter weather. Because 
temperatures can fluctuate drastically during the day, coats, hats, and long pants should be worn as a 
means of protection from the winter weather.  Students will go outside for recess unless it is raining, 

or if the temperature and wind chill combine for a temperature less than 20 degrees. 
 

   
 

          FUN AT RECESS! 

     TIS Digital Backpack 

         January 30, 2023 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

TIS CALENDAR 
 

 
 

 

 
 

FEBRUARY 
 1 Kindness Month Begins 
 

 8 Early Dismissal, 12:40 
 

 10 Sports Team Day 
 
   20-21-22 February Break, NO SCHOOL 

 
 

  

 
 



WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR CLASSROOMS: 

 

GRADE 3 

We would like to thank all of the parents and families for continuing to support us during this 
school year.  We could not do it without such wonderful families and students.   
  In the Journeys Reading program we have been reading stories  

about Thomas Edison, how technology has improved sports, and a trickster tale called Top and 
Bottoms.  We will be moving on to a Cherokee Legend called Yonder Mountain.  Third graders have 

been learning about idioms, homophones, verb tenses, and quotation marks. They have also been 
focusing on the comprehension skills of story sequence, theme, point of view, and non -fiction text 
features.    

 In our Bridges program we finished rounding numbers to the nearest ten and hundred in Unit 
3.   We are also spending time answering addition and subtraction problems where we need to find 

an estimated answer, as well as the exact answer.  In Unit 4 we are working on telling time, using a 
number line to find elapsed time, and measurement.   Making sure that your child practices math 
facts at home will help in our daily math.  January Number Corner focused on getting more 

experience with fractions.  We were practicing writing fractions on a number line and finding 
equivalent fractions.  In our Calendar Collector we were collecting minutes and hours.   

 In late February and early March we are going to take third graders to the Wadsworth 
Atheneum Museum of Art in Hartford.  We are going to be doing a program called “Connecticut 
People and Places”.  This will connect to our Connecticut in the 1700s and 1800s social studies 

units.  We are excited to be able to bring parent volunteers on this trip.  If you are interested in being 
a chaperone, please indicate that on the permission slip that goes home in the next couple of 
weeks.  Your child’s teacher will let you know if you were chosen to attend this trip with the 

class.  Please be sure that you have filled out the Tolland BOE Volunteer form prior to the trip.   

 

GRADE 4 

Happy New Year!! It is wonderful to be back in school after what was hopefully a fun and rewarding 

time to spend with family and friends. The students had much to share about their winter break.  
 

Our upcoming selections in Journeys focus on story structure, fact and opinion, understanding 
characters, conclusions and generalizations, and author’s purpose. The students will be working on 
informational writing. 

 
Fourth grade students are working diligently to master fractions and decimals, using various 

strategies and manipulatives. We continue to use IXL and Reflex Math to strengthen our skills, as 
well as FRAX to complete missions involving fractions. 
 

In science, we are well into our second unit, which focuses on landforms and features around the 
world, wave patterns, and how our environment is constantly changing. The driving essential 

questions of this unit include:  
• Why do waves affect the erosion of earth features? 
• How do earth processes affect humans, and how do humans affect earth processes? 

Students are using background knowledge from our first unit to make connections, and they will 
showcase what they've learned through a performance task assessment beginning in February. 

Students will be developing a plan (and potentially building a small model) to help control coastline 
erosion. We're excited to see what they come up with! 
 



 Students have been learning about world geography and map reading skil ls in social studies. 
Recently, students have begun creating their own fun-themed continents to showcase what they've 

learned about the features of maps. We've got some great maps in the works so far including: Ice 
Cream Island, Mario World, Soccerland, and so much more. Ask your 4th grader all about it! Our next 

until will include studies about the Northeast region, which will begin sometime in February. 
 
We are excited to start 2023 and look forward to many learning adventures together! 

 

GRADE 5 

In Language Arts, fifth-grade students are reading “The Phantom Tollbooth,” by Norton Juster. In this 
module of study, students investigate the way we use words to define and organize our world. We will 
read playful stories to investigate wordplay and answer the question: How and why do writers play 
with words?  “The Phantom Tollbooth” is a fun and entertaining book that focuses on h umor and word 

play. Students are learning the difference between literal and figurative language. Students will begin 
writing short pieces of narrative writing and will be assigned a writing task after they have completed 

the novel to show their knowledge of the skills they learned. Students enjoyed learning about 
wordplay while listening to the “Who’s on First” skit by Abbott and Costello. This is a very fun topic! 

In Social Studies, students have begun the second unit, “Early Settlements and Colonization.” They 

are investigating the essential question, “How did colonization affect and change the freedom of 
various groups?” They are also investigating what life was like for various groups of people after 

colonization. Students have also been comparing and contrasting the three regions of the English 
colonies (New England, Middle, Southern) during the 1600s. They are also practicing their skills using 
IXL. 

Fifth grade mathematicians have wrapped up their unit of Place Value and Decimals. The unit 
included students solving real-world style problems. They learned patterns on the place value chart, 

fraction and decimal equivalencies, and metric conversions. Students have moved into the next unit 
which is Multiplication and Division of Whole Numbers and Decimals. 

Students are working on their Habitat unit. The focus of this unit is on Golden Jellyfish, but also 

extends to the ecosystem of many different organisms. They are learning about the different parts of 
an ecosystem and what makes an ecosystem healthy. 

 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 



 

  



 



 

 



 

ITEMS FROM LAST WEEK’S DIGITAL BACKPACK: 

 

  Unified Arts Update for January 2023  

  Art ~ Library ~ Music ~ Physical Education   
 

    Ms. Ballard - Art Send in the smocks today!  

 

Grade 3   During the month of January the third graders will be working on Snowman 
Locker Buddies. This project is made from 2 paper plates, yarn, and construction paper. 

Students will design a head of a snowman. Each snowman will have a pocket so 
students could store items inside of it. 

                In the middle of January, we will be starting a Clay Coil project. Students 
will design a base shape and finish the rest of the clay project by coiling up clay, 4 or 

5 coils high. The clay project will then need to dry before firing it in the kiln. After the 
clay project has been fired we will glaze it with two colors of glaze.  

         
Grade 4  The fourth graders will be starting up their Styrofoam Printing Projects. 

The first printing project will be  a proof print using black ink. After the proof is 
made students can check their printing block for errors. Once the errors have been 

corrected, other colored prints can be made. Each print will be labeled with the 
student’s name, number of the print, and a title of the print. 
 

 Grade 5    The fifth graders will be working finishing their 3D Letters. The letters are 

starting to come alive with color! Each student will draw ten things about them on their 
letter.  After the drawing step is finished students will then begin to paint their letters 

using acrylic paint. This paint does not come out of clothes. All students are asked 
to wear a smock during class! 
 

          Hello Parents.  In the art room, students will not be permitted to wear their 

winter coats in class. Please, send a smock to protect and cover your child’s clothes. 
The art room is used by three different grades and there are messy projects going on all 

the time.                                                 
 

Thank you for your help and understanding. Ms. Ballard 



   

Mrs. Hill - Library Media 

During the month of January, all TIS students will complete a Destiny review. This 

review is important to check for mid-year understanding. Destiny is the online card 
catalog that students use to look up library books. Lessons have been taught about 

identifying call numbers such as F for fiction. Students will be given time to practice 
Destiny skills, if needed. 
 

Later in January, all TIS students will complete a Nearpod lesson about the life, work 
and legacy of Martin Luther King, Jr. The Nearpod lesson has articles to read, 

videos to watch and interactive questions, polls, and a drawing activity. TIS students 
will also contribute to a school-wide bulletin board with the themes of peace and 

kindness.              

              
          Let’s celebrate Kindness!                                                                     

 

Ms. Baker - General Music                
 

 
 Grade 3 general music:  

Third graders are reviewing their musical concepts by working in cooperative groups. 
They will be playing instruments and games and using music technology along with 
working with Ms. Baker on their musical knowledge. The students are also studying 

about the composer Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. The students will also be practicing 
their rhythm reading and music vocabulary. 
           
 

Grade 4 general music: The fourth graders are reviewing their musical concepts by 
working in cooperative groups. They will be playing instruments and games and using 

music technology along with working with Ms. Baker on their musical knowledge. The 
students are now studying about the composer Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart and they 

will be starting to study the music of Africa. 



 
Grade 5 general music: The fifth graders are reviewing their musical concepts by 
working in cooperative groups. They will be playing instruments and games and using 

music technology along with working with Ms. Baker on their musical knowledge. 
They will be starting to learn how to play the ukulele at the end of the month. They will 

be learning how to read chord charts, tabs, strumming patterns and sing while they 
play.  Students are not required to purchase their own ukulele but, if you or your student are 

interested in investing in your own ukulele contact me in order to find a quality instrument at a 
reasonable price. 
 

Grade 4 & 5 chorus:  The students have been working very hard on learning their 

music for the Winter chorus concert (postponed from November). The students are 
learning to sing rounds, create harmonies, and dance while their classmates sing. We 

are looking forward to rescheduling our concert. Paperwork will be coming home 
soon.  
 

Mrs. Marchesani - Music Times Three and 4th & 5th grade 

Band 

 

Music Times Three: Wednesday mornings at 9:00 am are fun times with Music Times Three 

3rd graders participating in singing and movement activities. Current favorites include “Mr. 

Cicketty Cane” and “Here Comes a Bluebird”.  

   

Grade 4 Band:  Two standout favorite songs with 4th grade Band members are “Quarter’s 

Worth” #15 and “Good King Wenceslas” #26 in our Standard of Excellence red books.   Tied 

notes are a new concept for Band members.  “Farm Out” #34 in the red book (Old MacDonald 

Had a Farm) is a fun song to practice this concept!   

           

Grade 5 Band:  Students completed the Concert Bb “Scale Preps for Beginning Band” by 

Mike Hannickel and have begun learning the Concert Eb scale preps. The Concert Eb Scale 

Preps will help with learning “Regal March”, “Montego Bay” and many other songs with that 

key signature.  Our playing eighth notes review is going very well! Playing a variety of eighth 

note rhythms helps students as they are learning  “Regal March”, “This Old Man” and “This 

Old Dude”. 



Save the date: Step Up Concert Thursday March 9th (snow date Monday March 13th) 

held at Tolland Middle School grades 5 through 8 Bands.  Students arrive at 6:30 pm and the 

Concert begins at 7:00 pm.  

Inclement Weather policy:  On early dismissal or late start days, small group Band classes 

WILL meet during the school day.  Please contact me anytime with questions or 

concerns!  nmarchesani@tolland.k12.ct.us    860-870-6885 x 40226 

 

Mr. Downing – Physical Education   

Third grade: Students will begin the cooperation unit.  Students will participate in a number 

of activities while in small groups.  The emphasis will be on planning, working as a group, 

and sharing ideas.   

   
 

Fourth grade: Students will begin the cooperation unit.  Students will participate in a number 

of activities while in small groups.  The emphasis will be on planning, working as a group, 

and sharing ideas.   
 

Fifth grade:Students will begin the cooperation unit.  Students will participate in a number of 

activities while in small groups.  The emphasis will be on planning, working as a group, and 

sharing ideas.   
 

  
  

mailto:nmarchesani@tolland.k12.ct.us


FROM THE TOLLAND PUBLIC LIBRARY: 

Our library has some super exciting upcoming events and programs for kids, pre-teens, and 

teens. Please see the flyers below:



 

  



 

 

  



 

  



 

 
  



 

 

 

 

                            

 

 

                        


