ARTS AND CULTURE COMMISSION OF CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

10 Douglas Street, Suite 250, Martinez, CA 94553

925-646-2278 (Office)
MINUTES for Wednesday, Sepetmber10, 2014, 6:30 – 9:10 p.m.

Conference Room, Office of Communications and Media, located at 10 Douglas Drive, Suite 210, Martinez

Commissioners Present: Dyana Bhandari, District I; Darwin Marable, District II; P.J. Shelton, District III; Y’Anad Burrell, At-Large 1; Tess Snook-O’Riva, District V; Geoffrey Meredith, At-Large 3; IV
Commissioners Absent: Peter Maund, At-Large 2
Staff Present: Catherine Rauch
Guests/Visitors Present: Sylvia Nuzzo Philis, artist; Susan Pace-Koch, children’s book author; Eve Ma, filmmaker; Chris Brown, senior library manager CC Library; Jason Deitch, Veteran’s scholar/consultant; Nathan Johnson, CC Veteran’s Services

Call to Order:

Commissioner Bhandari called the meeting to order at 6:45 
Public Comment: 

Sylvia Nuzzo Philis introduced herself; Eve Ma introduced herself. Chris Brown, Jason Deitch, and Nathan Johnson talked to the commission about their project War Ink, an online art exhibit featuring the tattoos of returning veterans from Iraq and Afghanistan, which has a partnership with StoryCorps.  They asked for the commission’s support for their project of wrapping the county administration building at 651 Pine with a “skin” with an image of one of the tattoos featured in War Ink as a symbolic reminder of veteran’s and their service, timed for the Board of Supervisor’s November 11 Veteran’s Day ceremony. The commission took an advisory survey to support the project unanimously, contingent on seeing the tattoo chosen for the project in advance. 
Filmmaker Eva Ma of El Cerrito asked for the commission’s support in the form of using the AC5 name/logo on promotional materials for her feature film Domino: Caught in the Crisis, about Spaniards and the European recession. She showed a clip of the film. After discussion, the commission decided to ask the administrator to get the County policy on whether a county commission, such as AC5, can support a for-profit venture, such as Ms. Ma’s film, even in name alone (no funding). Administrator will report back.
Administrator Report:  The 2014-15 State-Local partnership grant reward amounts, and panel evaluation feedback is due in early October. AC5 will receive a little over $7,000, almost identical to last year. The maximum amount possible is $12,000.  A telephone report of feedback from the grant evaluation panel said some of the commission’s weaknesses including assessing its impact, and following its mission. Report also listed positives.  The Strategic Planning process was intended to help the commission meet the state-local partnership grant goals, and was included with the grant application.  Sacramento will be expecting the commission to follow the strategies outlined in the plan to show progress in meeting the goals. Kate will mail the strategic plan to commissioners. 
Business Cards are slated for printing, and will be available at the next meeting. 
Approval of the AC5 minutes for August 14
Motion Made: Tess O’Riva 
Motion Seconded: Geoffrey Meredith.
Abstains: P.J.  Shelton, wasn’t at the meeting
In-Favor: Y’Anad Burrell, Darwin Marable, Dyana Bhandari, Geoffrey Meredith
Motion Passes
Approval of Consent Calendar, accepting the resignation of Peter Maund
Motion Made: Dyana Bhandari
Motion Seconded: Tess O’Riva

Abstains: None

In-Favor: Y’Anad Burrell, Darwin Marable, Dyana Bhandari, PJ Shelton, Tell O’Riva, Geoffrey Meredith
Motion Passes

Robin Moore, Poetry Out Loud, Discussion and Vote 
Robin Moore updated the commission on success of the Poetry Out Loud program, including strong interest being shown this year from schools. She said she already has eight schools signed-up, with interest from several more. She hopes to expand the program to 15 schools. Robin asked the commission to approve funding of XXX to cover providing the program to 15 schools. This funding, based on previous years, will cover auditorium rental, paying for tutors, awards for winners and other operational costs.
Motion to Approve Poetry Out Loud Funding Request: P.J. Shelton
Seconded: Geoffrey Meredith
Approved: Tess O’Riva, Y’Anad Burrell, Darwin Marable, Dyana Bhandari, PJ Shelton, Geoffrey Meredith. 
Motion Passes

Discussion: Annual Arts Awards 

Commission discusses October 21 event at the Board of Supervisors. Darwin shows an example of the impressive glass award by Randy Strong.  Dyana asks who will be available to help on the morning of October 21, at the event. Kate says Silvester Henderson will direct his Los Medanos gospel choir at the event. She is preparing a slideshow with visual art from Sylvia Fein and Joel Summerhill to run on the screen during the choir performance. Y’Anad says she will help prepare a digital file of the slideshow but isn’t available to run it at the event. 
Discussion of regrouping after concerns were expressed about the plan of holding countywide event in Richmond, rather than in a central location. Y’Andad pointed out that not everyone can attend a celebration in Martinez on a work day. Many commissioners expressed support for holding a secondary event on weekend in central location, with light refreshments. P.J. said she would help organize, with Dyana, Geoffrey, and Tess.  
Discussion: Art Passes
Darwin discussed the abstracts Art Passages exhibit he curated. He hired Patrick Maisano to hang the art, and said it went really well, and he highly recommends him. Kate said she will send out an email invite to the reception on Friday 19, 6 to 8 pm., and make sure there are new brochures. 
Dyana said planning is going well for a show with an art & health theme featuring the works of JFK alumnae, to start on October 17. Tentative name is MUSE. 
Commission discussed the condition of the Art Passages foyer/area, and how it is dirty and need cleaning.  Everyone agreed. Tess said she would reach out to Lara Delaney about getting the area cleaned and possibly painted. Commission also talked about the need for signage. 
Commission talked briefly about holding Zoomaru directory and calendar community training sessions, when there is time. 
Discussion of commission governance, as Dyana has expressed a desire to not serve another year as chair. No one is expressing an interest in serving as chair. P.J. suggested a rotating chair, with each commissioner moderating a meeting, and taking responsibility for a program, such as Art Passages or Arts Awards. Dyana will continue to serve month by month until there’s agreement on a new plan. 
Meeting Adjournment: Chair Bhandari asked that the meeting be adjourned at 9:30 pm. 
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