
Main Idea
Finding the Main Idea in Nonfiction

-- Created using PowToon -- Free sign up at http://www.powtoon.com/youtube/ -- Create animated videos and animated presentations for free.  PowToon is a free tool that allows you to develop cool animated clips and animated presentations for your website, office meeting, sales pitch, nonprofit fundraiser, product launch, video resume, or anything else you could use an animated explainer video. PowToon's animation templates help you create animated presentations and animated explainer videos from scratch.  Anyone can produce awesome animations quickly with PowToon, without the cost or hassle other professional animation services require.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K3rAQhZUo50




Directions: On the next slide, sort the following sentences into 

main idea or not a main idea. List of options:

1. How to read a book.

2.There have been 45 

presidents.

3. When you can run for 

president.

4. Where to check out 

books.

5. How many presidents we’ve 
had.

9. Fires are dangerous.

8. About fires.

7. About presidents.

6. Books are fun to read.

10. What a fire is.



Drag the sentences to the correct spot/category:
1. How to rea

2. There have been 45 

presidents.

3. When you can

president.

5. How many presidents we’ve 
had.9. Fires are dangerous.

8. About fires.

7. About presidents.

6. Books are fun to read.

10. What a fire is.

Main Idea Not a Main Idea

4. Whe

books.



Directions: On the next slide, sort the following sentences into 

main idea or not a main idea. List of options:

1. About dogs.

2. What happens during an 

earthquake.

3. Dreams tell a story.

4. How hockey is 

played.

5. Frogs live in the rainforest.

9. Dogs are man’s best friend.

8. Earthquakes are caused by 

movement of the plates.

7. Hockey is a winter sport.

6. Where frogs live.

10. Dreams.



Main Idea

1. About dog

2. What happens du

earthquake.
3. Dreams tell a story.

4. How hockey

played.
5. Frogs live in the rainforest.

9. Dogs are man’s best friend.

8. Earthquakes are caused by 

movement of the plates.

7. Hockey is a winter sport.

6. Where frogs live.

10. Dreams.

Not a Main Idea



Practice:



Practice:
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