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Who are we?
Alyona Greene, EL Teacher, HMS and HHS

Russian as a Foreign Language Teacher

Heather Ralphes, EL Teacher Consultant, NKCES
@NKCESHeather

heather.ralphes@nkces.org



Let’s Discover:

01 What EL services look like at our schools

- The Writing Revolution by Judith C. Hochman & Natalie Wexler

- SIOP (Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol) 😅
- Flipgrid

Specific strategies that work for ALL students03

Oh, my!

Slide shows, translators & Peer Tutors04

(And yes, you really must use it.)

02 What a PSP is and how to use it



Ready, Set, Go!

Because-But- So 

Learning about EL students is important…



Who are EL students?

A language other than 
English is marked

Home Language Survey
Skills in 4 domains (RWLS) are 

assessed

WIDA Screener



Are they EL students forever?

Language proficiency is 
measured. 4.5 is needed to 

exit the program.

Annual ACCESS test

ELL Program



The focus is their English Language 
Development+

Academic Content (vocabulary and 
concepts).

Not a study hall.
Workday Thursday to focus on 

content-area work.

Pull out

Subjects are taught with ELs’ needs in 
mind. Content is made accessible* and 
academic English language is taught.

P.S. This approach benefits ALL of your 
students!

Sheltered Instruction

How do we help them access content and learn English?

PSP



WHat is a PSP 
& how to use it
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Try FLIPGRID for a modified reading assignment
1. Read the text as a Level 2-3 EL might read it (see next slide)

What does it feel to be a language learner?

2.     Use FLIPGRID to show what you know.
First - Give no accommodations or modifications 
with an open-ended question.

Next - Try some scaffolding ideas from THE 
WRITING REVOLUTION (5 W questions, B-B-S, 
generate own Q’s, appositives, etc.).

Extend this oral exercise into writing and as 
prep for assessment.

3.    Write a summary and/or (re)take an assessment.



Hochman’s solution was regular incrashionable exercises to expand students’ sylantric range. You 
could ask them to practice expanding their sentences in specific and methodical ways and they’d get 
better at it. Croissantally, she pointed out, this must be done in a content-expensive environment 
because “the content drives the строгость.” sentences needed ideas pressing outward from inside 
them to stretch and exhale their limits. Only expensive content gave them a reason to seek and 
achieve nachos. One example of a Hochman sentence expansion exercise was called because, but, so. 
The idea was dessertingly simple: “You gave students a sentence stem and then asked them to expand 
it in three different ways - with the common союзы because, but and so. This would help them to see 
each sentence as constantly expandable. And it would, as Hochman writes in this book, “prod them to 
think critically and deeply about the content they were studying - far more so than if you simply 
asked them to write a sentence in answer to an open-ended question.” it would build their ability 
to juicer ideas with fluidity. It would help them два understand, through constant theme and 
variation, the broader concepts of subordination and coordination. - Doug lemov, Introduction to 
The Writing Revolution by Judith C. Hochman and Natalie Wexler



Hochman’s solution was regular intentional exercises to expand students’ syntactic range. You 
could ask them to practice expanding their sentences in specific and methodical ways and they’d get 
better at it. Crucially, she pointed out, this must be done in a content-rich environment because 
“the content drives the rigor.” sentences needed ideas pressing outward from inside them to stretch 
and expand their limits. Only rich content gave them a reason to seek and achieve nuance.
One example of a Hochman sentence expansion exercise was called because, but, so. The idea was 
deceptively simple: “You gave students a sentence stem and then asked them to expand it in three 
different ways - with the common conjunctions because, but and so. This would help them to see each 
sentence as constantly expandable. And it would, as Hochman writes in this book, “prod them to 
think critically and deeply about the content they were studying - far more so than if you simply 
asked them to write a sentence in answer to an open-ended question.” it would build their ability 
to conjoin ideas with fluidity. It would help them to understand, through constant theme and 
variation, the broader concepts of subordination and coordination. - Doug lemov, Introduction to 
The Writing Revolution by Judith C. Hochman and Natalie Wexler



FlipGrid

- Create topics on your own or use one of over 25,000 ready-made 

in all content areas across all grade levels

- Teacher can model desired outcome

- Make videos public or private

- Opportunities for individualized, descriptive feedback

- Link content from these great  sites:

https://flipgrid.com/8ca6bbc9

https://flipgrid.com/8ca6bbc9


Please, share 5-7 
sentences to summarize 

the text you have just 
read.

What did you 
learn from this 
text? Record 
yourself as you 
summarize it.





03 
Specific Strategies that 
work for ALL students



So MANY possibilities...some you already know!

- Because, But, So
- Who, What, When, Where, Why & How
-Create Your Own Question (for a test)
-Ask A Lingering Question
-Appositives:
“Harriet Tubman, an American
abolitionist, rescued approximately 70
enslaved people.”

The Writing Revolution

A great tool for differentiation &
using Speaking as a springboard to
Writing (or vice versa - and easily
incorporates Listening & Speaking)

FLIPGRID

We bet you are already on the SIOP path:
How about a self-check?

COLORINCOLORADO

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yV8D589v94h77HfM0b1tEZdXFsAxYd_fPQOBQu5NJvQ/edit
https://www.colorincolorado.org/covid-ell


★ What new information do 

you want your students 

to learn and practice 
through the lesson?

Content Objectives
★ What language is essential in 

order for your students to learn
and to demonstrate new 

content?
★ What challenges (deficits) 

might your student have in 
terms of the language part of 

your lesson?

Language Objectives

When planning your lessons and creating materials, keep both in mind:



Based on ELs’ proficiency levels (and learning styles)* these are things you 
might have to consider when planning your lessons/activities:

*I will share specifics about each of your student in a small group/individual meeting.

Do they read text with a grade-level 
fluency?

Do they need help with academic 
vocabulary?

Do they need help organizing their work?

Do they need help with comprehension 
strategies?

Would they benefit from Native Language 
Support?

Do they need help organizing their writing?



SLIDE SHOWS, TRANSLATORS 
& PEER TUTORS
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Schoology
Slide 

Presentation

Helpful but also can 

easily become clutter 
in the mailbox 

Individual Emails

Works great but 
easily gets 

overwhelming for 
some language 

learners

Very helpful. All in 
one place. Clear 

goals. Easy to see the 
big picture and the 

smaller parts.

Suggestions for organizing your lessons 

to help ELs, their tutors, their parents and EL teachers 

navigate your content



A powerpoint is 
worth a thousand 
pages.



Examples from teachers



Examples from teachers



Examples from teachers



Translation tools can often (but not always) be our friends!

GOOGLE TRANSLATE

★ Free translation app for any device
★ Website & Chrome Extension

★ Over 100 languages
★ Build your own phrasebook (tap the star!)
★ New feature = tap to translate in any app
★ Download a language & work offline
★ Speak, snap, hover (see), write, & type



Google Translate 

Camera feature

Voice to Text

Star for Phrasebook



TalkingPoints

★ Messaging app with built-in translation 
(100+languages)

★ Free for teachers (200 students/5 classes)
★ Individual or group messaging
★ Personal numbers kept private
★ Send photos, videos, PDFs

★ Create class polls
★ Request a quote for school/district access & full 

integration (messaging, SIS, Clever, etc.)



TalkingPoints 

Photos/Docs/Polls

Class Profiles

Student Profiles



TalkingPoints 

TEACHER VIEW PARENT VIEW



Google Translate OR TalkingPoints? Answer: Both.

★ Unlimited translations
★ Great tool in the moment

★ Personal phrasebook & study

Google Translate

★ Group messaging
★ Built-in calendar for easy 

scheduling
★ Email notifications

TalkingPoints



The EL Teacher’s Secret Weapon: Peer Tutors

Peer Tutors 
- Native speakers or former 

ELs who’ve attained 
proficiency

- Often know the 
content/expectations 

- Support social/cultural 
learning 



Final Thoughts

★ Clear Expectations
★ Establish and Keep a Routine
★ Opportunities for Interaction

★ Use Closed Captions
★ Get Students Reading

★ Model Desired Outcomes
★ Give Timely Descriptive Feedback

★ Relationships, Relationships, Relationships
★ GROUP HUG! (GROUP PHOTO?!)



alyona.greene@fortthomas.kyschools.us
Alyona’s Class Live

Alyona’s ELL Class LIVE

@NKCESELHeather             
heather.ralphes@nkces.org

СПАСИБО
GRACIAS

Thank You

mailto:alyona.greene@fortthomas.kyschools.us
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCn7y2I5Qeg_ROP1QgWiQWFw
mailto:heather.ralphes@nkces.org


FlipGrid



Instructions for use

In order to use this template, you must credit Slidesgo by keeping the Thanks slide.

You are allowed to:

- Modify this template.

- Use it for both personal and commercial projects.

You are not allowed to:

- Sublicense, sell or rent any of Slidesgo Content (or a modified version of Slidesgo Content).

- Distribute Slidesgo Content unless it has been expressly authorized by Slidesgo.

- Include Slidesgo Content in an online or offline database or file.

- Offer Slidesgo templates (or modified versions of Slidesgo templates) for download.

- Acquire the copyright of Slidesgo Content.

For more information about editing slides, please read our FAQs or visit Slidesgo School:

https://slidesgo.com/faqs and https://slidesgo.com/slidesgo-school

http://bit.ly/2PfT4lq
http://bit.ly/33VAFh3
http://bit.ly/30B07Gq


Instructions for use (premium users)

In order to use this template, you must be a Premium user on Slidesgo.

You are allowed to:

● Modify this template.

● Use it for both personal and commercial purposes.

● Hide or delete the “Thanks” slide and the mention to Slidesgo in the credits.
● Share this template in an editable format with people who are not part of your team.

You are not allowed to:

● Sublicense, sell or rent this Slidesgo Template (or a modified version of this Slidesgo Template).

● Distribute this Slidesgo Template (or a modified version of this Slidesgo Template) or include it in a database or in 

any other product or service that offers downloadable images, icons or presentations that may be subject to 

distribution or resale.

● Use any of the elements that are part of this Slidesgo Template in an isolated and separated way from this 

Template.

● Register any of the elements that are part of this template as a trademark or logo, or register it as a work in an 

intellectual property registry or similar.

For more information about editing slides, please read our FAQs or visit Slidesgo School:

https://slidesgo.com/faqs and https://slidesgo.com/slidesgo-school

http://bit.ly/2PfT4lq
http://bit.ly/33VAFh3
http://bit.ly/30B07Gq


Fonts & colors used

This presentation has been made using the following fonts:

Amatic

(https://fonts.google.com/specimen/Amatic)

Livvic

(https://fonts.google.com/specimen/Livvic)

#5dbcaa #de4090 #894f9a#75c5c3 #fcea1c



Storyset

Create your Story with our illustrated concepts. Choose the style you like the most, edit its colors, pick the 

background and layers you want to show and bring them to life with the animator panel! It will boost your 

presentation. Check out How it Works.

Pana Amico Bro Rafiki Cuate

https://storyset.com/how-it-works?utm_source=slidesgo_template&utm_medium=referral-link&utm_campaign=slidesgo_final_slides&utm_term=how it works&utm_content=storyset
https://storyset.com/pana?utm_source=slidesgo_template&utm_medium=referral-link&utm_campaign=slidesgo_final_slides&utm_term=pana&utm_content=storyset
https://storyset.com/pana?utm_source=slidesgo_template&utm_medium=referral-link&utm_campaign=slidesgo_final_slides&utm_term=pana&utm_content=storyset
https://storyset.com/amico?utm_source=slidesgo_template&utm_medium=referral-link&utm_campaign=slidesgo_final_slides&utm_term=amico&utm_content=storyset
https://storyset.com/amico?utm_source=slidesgo_template&utm_medium=referral-link&utm_campaign=slidesgo_final_slides&utm_term=amico&utm_content=storyset
https://storyset.com/bro?utm_source=slidesgo_template&utm_medium=referral-link&utm_campaign=slidesgo_final_slides&utm_term=bro&utm_content=storyset
https://storyset.com/bro?utm_source=slidesgo_template&utm_medium=referral-link&utm_campaign=slidesgo_final_slides&utm_term=bro&utm_content=storyset
https://storyset.com/rafiki?utm_source=slidesgo_template&utm_medium=referral-link&utm_campaign=slidesgo_final_slides&utm_term=rafiki&utm_content=storyset
https://storyset.com/rafiki?utm_source=slidesgo_template&utm_medium=referral-link&utm_campaign=slidesgo_final_slides&utm_term=rafiki&utm_content=storyset
https://storyset.com/cuate?utm_source=slidesgo_template&utm_medium=referral-link&utm_campaign=slidesgo_final_slides&utm_term=cuate&utm_content=storyset
https://storyset.com/cuate?utm_source=slidesgo_template&utm_medium=referral-link&utm_campaign=slidesgo_final_slides&utm_term=cuate&utm_content=storyset


You can easily resize these resources without losing quality. To change the color, just ungroup the resource 

and click on the object you want to change. Then, click on the paint bucket and select the color you want. 

Group the resource again when you’re done. You can also look for more infographics on Slidesgo.

Use our editable graphic resources...

https://bit.ly/2ZjL1pd






JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE

PHASE 1

PHASE 2

Task 1

Task 2

Task 1

Task 2

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL

PHASE 1

Task 1

Task 2







...and our sets of editable icons
You can resize these icons without losing quality.

You can change the stroke and fill color; just select the icon and click on the paint bucket/pen.

In Google Slides, you can also use Flaticon’s extension, allowing you to customize and add even more icons.

https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/flaticon-for-gsuit-gslide/haekgjfnhhdkgfgmldhfokhmfkgmciba


Educational Icons Medical Icons



Business Icons Teamwork Icons



Help & Support Icons Avatar Icons



Creative Process Icons Performing Arts Icons



Nature Icons



SEO & Marketing Icons



http://bit.ly/2PfT4lq

